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CERTAINE"| NOTES" TAKEN FOORTAH 
of this Treatiſe , wherein is ſheved that the Authors mea. 
ning was not, to ſpeake directlie, of the time of Chriſtes comming and 
ende of the world, (as ſome vniuſtly ſeeme to maintaine ʒ) but onely 
to comfort the church and children of God : and that 
the Pope and his horrible crue of idle Prelats, 
ſhalbe ouerthto wen, propheticallie and 
confidently foretelling that to thẽ 
the yeeres 1588. and 1593. | 14 
ſhalbe diſmall, | 3 


In ibe Ale to the Church,(ſpeaking before of the pride 
2 crnelrie of the xe of Hh heſath 


te her comfort. 


i Hcrefore triumph now thou daughter of Sion, 
| F 1 (4 reioyce daughter of Hieruſalem , thou daughter 
/ WW of peace, reioice; for behold thy husbande ,thy 

ng will come, thy Sauiour wil come to thee, & 
that certainlie, and ſhortly he wil come, but not poorelie, & 
like a ſeruant, as afore, but like a Soueraigne, like a king of al 


Kings, in maicſtic triumphing, in much glorie, accompanied 


i Cw oo 
JF 


with Archangels,and all the hoſt of Heauen, in the cloudes 
he will come, that ſo he may be auenged on all his enemies 
&. 


In the 4. chapter, fel. 16. 
Ot chat I am of that minde that I thinke theſe to bee 
demonſtrations; which through a neceſsitie of that 
u hich is to come, muſt needes be, but as probable thinges 
ſo long to be embraced, till we learne more certaine:in theſe 
and in like things; I ſubmitte my ſelſe to the better ĩudge - 
ment of the Church, and of che ſearned. 


And a litle offer. == | 
Take not vpon me, ( as afore alſo I haue proteſted, ) to 
know the day, which Chriſt ſaith himſelfe, hee doeth not 
know, (as he like a man beareth the office of an Apoſtle: i 


for the ſignes foretolde we may know, but not the day and 4 
A 2 houre: 4 


. 
10 r — 5 
— 5 
— 2 Oe. Si 
89 . * 1 
k 


N 
* 


hower: not the very mament 6 ng, but the tokts; 
of that moment doe weſearch gute: 5 fare ſorts as big is 
lav full for man ſo to doe. 10 „ leib 5 


7 0 theſe may be added 77 Ponbariret of Doctor Fulle in 
B bis och fo her M aieſlie, i in the confutation 
1 of the Rhemiſh Teſlament. 


ORogeſimus octauus mirabilis annus 
Clade Papiſtarum, Fauſtus vbique ps. 


Fn Engliſh, 
A yeere admired is eightie eight, by fall of Popiſh crue: 
And happie deemd by good ſuccetſc,echwhereto Chriſtians true. 


Poſe written by Theodore Beza pon thenew fare, 
which appeared in the yere of eur Lord. 
God, 1 $72,404 1 e 


1 PH Comernen, which voide ofhatefullhue, or farious 12 5 | 
| Hath brightlie ſhinin ſhewedi it ſelfe, with golden glittering beame: 
What hap to earth ir doth portend, the God of Gods doetti know: + 
And when das time ſhall once ee approch cheffectes themſelues ſhall ſhawe... 
But if mans witte can any deale foreſee what ſhall enſue, | 
Ir ſhall not be offence for me, ſuch things by ſearch to viewe, = 
This is the Starre which to the Citic ſmall of David King, 2 
The three wiſe men ſometimes from̃ out the Eaſt didthether bring. 
Arid that which once when Chriſt was borne, did lead them with his lights, 
Recurningnow declares that Chriſt returnes againe in might. 
Wherefore you bleſſed crue of Saintes, and godlie men, be glad,” 
k And bloudic tyrant Herod ſtandin feare, tberhou fad. 


wo bong * N bots — 1 true, to indre — 
auenge our blond. on them that Sorel 
an the earth? 


8 To che eg rand Packers f in 


Chriſt, Edmond by the permiſsion of 


Almightic God, Archbiſhoy of carter- 
' burie,&c. and Fhon Biſhop of Londen, T. 
was Ragers wiſhethrhe true fclicirie. 
of this life, & eternal happi- 


ne ſſe by the comming; 
/of Chriſt, | 


8 275 Twaztheſe 1 Cam- 
„ 15 (renerende and in 
I riſt moſt honorable Fa- 
Ole ) That cit1exwoulde 
SA OLE nel M proſperitie, 
La, 2 — eee, 
4 N I vere watchful, and ſtill is - 
IA I-apmed their enemies to | 
— at ms = F 2 eh 1 Rab forithe proferous 
eſtate of a Common weale, did aur Sauiour ſay for pla. 24 u 
the happy ſucceſſe of al {briftians. Aud both tend Yarke.13- 
roſhewe that whether we reſßect᷑ the ſaletie of our 
bodies heere on thisearth, or the ſalyatian of our 
ſoules in the bingdome of { hriſt, we may not bee in 
— tale, careleſſe,or ſecure, But yet 
fach it our nature, wee rather obey the wordes of 


"Cambylcs, for e 5 the ware 
43 ning 
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| Ariſt. lib. 2. 


Rhet. 1. ad 


Theodecten. 


Cap, 10. 


Prouerb. 1. 


Pfalm.73. 
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I be Epiſtle Dedicatotie. 
ning of Cbhriſt, for eternall happineſſe. Whereby it 
comes to paſſe, that we haue commonly faire bodies, 
but deformed ſoules;much goods,but litle goodneſſe; 
and glorious we ſceme in the ſight of men outward- 
H, hut odions inwardly in the cies of God. For it is 
hard to find a man(ſath Ariſtotie)vvhich in pro- 
ſperitie is not proud, diſdainfull and arrogant: of 
vvhich ſort are they, vvhom ſtrength, vvhom ri- 
ches, vvhom clients, vvhom authoritie, vvhom fa- 
uour of men hath exalted. And ſo enioying their 
hearts deſire, they are of mind, that no aduerſitie 
can hurt them. And what is that, but as Dauid 
ſaid, The vngodly hath ſaid in his heart Tush, I 
Shall neuer be caſt dovyne, there shall no euill 
happen vnto mee. But the faireſt Oke is ſooneſt cut 

downe : the ſatteſt Oxe is readieſt for ſlaughter, &, 

The felicitie of fooles is their ovvne deſtruction. 

For hovv ſodainly doe they conſume, vanish, & 

come to fearefull end? Vea, euen as a dreame are 

they, vvhen one avvaketh. J 

As our Sauiour thought the doctrine againſt ſe- 
curitie, moſt profitable for his Diſciples, and al man- 
kinde: ſo hath his faithful ſeruaunt the Author of 
this book:, ſuppoſed the ſame moſt neceſſarie to be 
ſpoken of mm the 1 miſerable dates . And this was the 
cauſe es end wherefore this Treatiſe was firſt writ- 
ren: namely, that by reciting the ſiones and mou. 

0 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 

of dangers imminent, and of the worlds deftruttio, 
he . draw the wicked from ſecuritie, and driue 
them to a care of godlineſſe es vertue. A godly, xea- 
laus, and learned worke, and gratefull; no doubt, to 
all good men. Hippocrates forewarnea: the Cræ- 
cians of a grieuons plague, which was ninh at hand, 
and for 2 good admonition he oe! erer ** 
Hercules, and obeied as Cod. The Athenians for 
telling ibem of the perils, which rhey were like ro fal 
into, erected to Beroſus a goodlie image, with a gol- 
den tongue. The Græcians to Hippocrates, & the 
Athenians to Beroſus were neuer ſo bound; ar all 
Chriſtiant to Scheltco, for this learned bool. For 
herein the tokens-of the ruine not of one extie 1 
Athens,zor of one countrie;as of Graecia; but of all 
the world are ſet downe. And bre maybe ſeene the 
wates to preuent the deftruction not of bodis alone, 

as were thoſe of Hippocrates and Beroſus, but cf 
bode and ſoule, from euerlaſting paine in the pit of 
Hell. So that more cauſe haue Chriſtians to be thank- 

full to this Author, than were the Athenians and 
Græcians, to boththem. Norwithftanding he defe- 

reth not (though his deſertes le vn ßealteable hto be 

honoured with the rites of Hercules, ſuch idolatrie 
he abhorreth)nor to be kept in memorie with a glo- 
riotis image, (ſuch memorial he miſliketh ) be onely 
craueth,thar C briftians would weigh what is yo 


Cardanus de 
rerum varie 


* Of Eaſt 
Friſeland. 


Tie Epiſtle Dedicatorie 
and looke to themſclues ; hefee%eth the ſaluation of 
all not his owne glorie. But bowſoener he be eftee- 
Eh! of othiis Itruſt your Lordſhup 1 will likeof this 
workez aud ſa lrke it; that 3e oa lenge; and o ul. 
lowit, that pee will both againſt che euill wordes: pf 
the enuiolut, and the captions tongues: of malicious 

er{ons, molly eli it. It pleafed the Authdn 

15 Fic en — the pry Earle; 
= me thinkes none ſo mecte for defence thus 
being 2 ſpirituall dife iſe our ſe, as ſpirituall men. Aud 
becauſe it tendes ta the. curting away of: ſecurities 
whobetter Patrones than they, mhoſev 7 to be 
vigilant, avherof they hau their names? And among 
Biſhops ho fitter than they, whaſe authoritie 2 . 
tee may better; aud zeals ſò great, as none 
will ſopner:feeke aud promote the Cloriefof God ? 

Wherefore I truſt, hoth becauſe it 18 diuine, your 

Lordſhips will wouchſe fe rand becauſe it was well 
accepted by two worthiz men ( bur yet tem m_—_— 
your Honours will much more at — the 
ſame, being irituall. And that you — do ſo, Cd 
for whoſe glorie it was fart madg, and 4 15 nom 
ene out into Ts. 


ASS 


Your graces and Lordshi ps moſ 


Mane" eee 
THOMAS: KOGERS. AVE 


| To To the vniuer Le C hurch bros . the world, the 
ee e ge i iv 5 
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3 Araacrignarant lfte Slondangh, 
ter of che celeſtial Hierufalemy and en- can. can. 
A \ircly beloued ſpouſe of Chriſt) in howe 
ęereat miſeries thou haſt bene plunged 
ee a long time, for tlie lacke of thy 
nds andiouing huſband : which nor- 
2 vichſtanding — art blacke & brown, 
extreame heate of the Sunne, and light of 
God che Father, to which (as yet) thou canſt not approch: 
yet he only, with all his heart embracerh thee as his friend, 
for fairenes peereleſſe; and as his wife, for beautie ſurpaſ- 
ſing, For thy blacknes by his holy {pirite, hee hath turned 


into beantifüineſſe and thy vnſeemely ſpottes of ſinna, by Pfaln gti. 


his precious bloud, are ho hit ſeene; and by his holy ſpi- 
rite hee hath waonderfully: adorned ches within, and in- 


dued thee with the hol Ghoſt, and the, ſcale of beleefe, 


ſo that now thou canſt — but that he is both faith- 

full, and fauors thee with all his heart. And yet it greatly Rasi. 
reeues thee, that thy glorie which thou wiſheſt for; thy cõ- 

— which thou — — and thy King & bridegroome 

whom thou ſo lookeſt and longeſt for, is ſo long from thee; 


And no maruell, for it is the propertie of afaithfull louer, 


not quietly to beare the ab ence, but ardently to deſire the 
preſence, the pleaſant ſpeech and louing embracings of her 


— And yet moſt of al it greeues thee to ſee the ſhame- 


leſſe boldenes of that abhominable ſtrumpet the whore of 
Babylon, which · bluſheth not to call her ſelſe the onely ſpouſe 
of thy Chriſt, and to call thee an harlot; to boaſt of her ex- 


ternall beautie, and to caſt in thy tecth thy outwarde de- 


formitie; to brag of her antiquitie, fame, and glorious e- 


1 Rate, and o tell thee of thy noueltie, pouertie, & miſerie. 
. B 


Hence 


Hence it commeth, thou art no where in quiet from ſuch 
taunts and chidings, nor thy members any where ſafe from 
her bloudie perſecution. Hence it is, that before the worlde, 
which is the ſonne of this naughtie huſwife , thou art con- 
temned, hated and afflicted: and ſhe as the Queene of hea- 
uen is adored, loued, and aduanced , With her haue all nati- 
ons committed fornication, and the Kings of the earth haue 
become frantike with the idolatrous wine of her poiſoned 
doctrine. And hence come thy deepe ſighings, thy mourne- 
ful countenance, & the intollerableveration of mind, which 
thou art in. Hence it is that thou canſt not be merrie. But 
comfort thy ſelfe, faint not( thou beloued of Chriſt) for thy 
husband for thy ſake hath made her naughtineſſe to be 
knowne:& ſhe which was loued, is now hated;and the which 
was glorious for her external faireneſſe, is now become odi- 
ous for her ſpirituall filthineſſe. Haue patience therefore 
but a litle vhile, & thou ſnalt ſee her to be of none accoũt: 
for thy louer in whom thou delighteſt, ſnal bring her to ſuch 
ſname, as ſhe ſhall not be able to ſhewe her head out of hell, 
when thou ſhalt be in glorie with thy beloued. COLT 
Now will I make thee priuie with whom this naughti- 
packe(which now is manie waĩes kuov ne to all the world) 
hath had to doe, ſince firſt ſhe left to fauour thee, and began 
to fanſie the wicked doctrine of the Gentiles, her baud and 
thy ſyorne enimie. Iohn a verie friend of thy husbandes, 
and moſt familiar with him, in his Reuelation did foretell, 
that immediatlie ( after hee had ſeene an Angell flying 
through the midſt of heauen, crying with a lowd voyce, 
Vrie, Vie, Vis ts the inhabitantes of the earth) from the o- 
ther voice of thoſe three Angels which were yet to ſounde, 
the fift Angel did firft found, and hee ſawe a Starre fal- 
ling vppon the earth, which was the fall of the Popes ho- 
lineſſe, from celeſtiall to earthlie thinges, and hauing the 
' keies, not of heauen, nor of Peter, (as hee doeth vainely 
boaſt) but of the bottomleſſe pit, the pit of Hell, which 
when he had opened, there came out great aboundance of 


Apoc. 12. 


Loeuſtes into the earth, and had for their King one whoſe 
> | name 


" 
6. 8 — * _ h —— 
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TO TRE CHVRCH. 
name was in Hebrue Abeddor ,and-iniGreeke Apollyon; 
To this wicked king, did that whore of Ban plight her 
faith,ioyne her ſelfe, and altered the name ofthe Empire, ſo 
that at length the flouriſhing eſtate of the old Empire vani- 
ſned, and he became the chiete among all Chriſtian Kinges, 
But what kapned after ward? Theſe Locuſtes, to wit, that in- 
finite and horrible creweof idle prelates, Prieſts and Friers, 
with their abhominable king the Pope of Rome, ( ohom 
Paul doth call, The ſonne of perdition)aſcended from Hell, and 
brought with: them, not the pure docttine of Gods worde, 
but the poyſoned leſſons of diuels;& ſo by the filthy ſmoke 

of falſe opinions, obſcured theSidideofrighteouſncfſe,and 
infected the wholeſome aire of Chriſtes Goſpel . Butnowe 
would you haue them better deſcribed ? They are for their 
intollerable pride & threatnings, like vnto horſes, prepared 
to the batteiʒ Womens haire they haue, becauſe they are in 
dealings light, in behauiour wanton; Lions teeth for their 
crueltic; ſhicldesas ic were of iron, to note their obſtinacie; 
jn words they ſeemed courteous, and therfore they had the 
faces of men, but in deede they prooued villanous, & there- 
fore in their tailes they had the ſtinges of Scorpions. Theſe 
made a noiſe, as it were of many winges, which noted the 
fame of the popes holineſſe. And theſe had power to hurt, & 
yet not all things, but onely men;and yet not — men, but 
thoſe which had not the marke of God in their foreheades 
and yet they could not plague at their pleaſure, but in cer- 
taine moneths, and thoſe not in winter, but in Summer. So 
thou ſeeſt, O daughter of Sion, pure and vnſpotted Virgin, 
to hom this vile ſtrumpet of A uhich according to Si- 
byls propheſie, is become > qr is, violence or crueltic) 
hath coupled her ſelfe; with whom ſhe hath plaide the har- La4an.li.7, 
lot, and — with the bloud — Martyrs; ſit- cap. 53. 
ting vpon that ſeuen headed beaſt horrible in ſight, and in 
deede moſt cruell. 

No marke I beſeech thee &call ruto miade, the words 
of thy beloued, which gaue his Apofiles to —— that * 
afore his comming, (meaning afore hee celebrates his 

B 2 mariage 


Apoc.17, 


2. 9. 


AN EPISTL EVN 


inthe kingdom ot his almightie Father) the ſound 


mariage 


of the Goſpel às it wereby a Trumpet, ſhoulde bee hearde 


throughout all the world, that ſo both the number of thy 
friends might be greatly multiplied, & this childe of per- 


dition, by the ſinall ende of al things, aud his famous com- 
ming, vtterly aboliſhed; Which things to thy comfort thou 


maiſt perceiue to bee come to paſſe alreadie cuen about the 
ſixt houre or middle of the ſixt day, or ſixe thouſand yeere 
of the worldes creation. Thou ſeeſt howe the yoyce of the 
Goſpel hath ſounded in al quarters of the world; thou ſeeſt 
how that ſonne of qꝙetdition with the hore of allen ſit- 
ting vp on a purplechand bloudie beaſt; is by the hreath ol 
Gods word confounded; thou ſeeſt alſo (which is moſt to 
thy glorie, and their perpetuall praiſe) ho the kings of the 
earth (which were ſometimes the ten hornes, and ypholders 
of that beaſt, by home ſhee receiued both ſuch authoritie 
that ſhe might perſecute, and ſuch titles: that ſhe was hono- 
red as a Goddeſſe, and reuerenced as a Queene of heauen) 
thou ſeeſt, I ſay, whom they did honour as a Queene, how 
they doe hate Fol a Queane; andwhom they did reuerence 
like a Goddeſfe,-how- they renounce as the greateſt! enemie 
to godlineſſe; and whomithey.did by an ignorant zeale in- 
rich with al things that might cauſe her to be in the ſight of 
al men glorious, how they worthely impoueriſh, and inde- 
uour by al meanes to make her odious. So that the number 

is great which knowe and confeſſe thee to bee the true ank 


mouthes confeſſe to fauour thee, ſo in manexs they may ex- 


preſſe Chriſtianitie; and as they ſpeake well,, ſo at no time 
they may bee ſeduced, either by the yaine pleaſures of this 


worlde, ot by ſubtile ſnares of the diyel from loning thees 


Wherefore triumphnove thou daaghter of Sion, reioyce 
daughter of Hierafalem, thou daughter of peace, reioyce. 


For beholde thy husband, thy King willcome, thy ſauiour 
will come to thee, and that certaitiy, & ſhortiy he wil come, 
but not poorely, and like a ſeruant, as afore, hut like a So- 
nereigne, like a King of al Kings, in eee 


| TO THE CHYRCH. 
much gtorie,accompanied with Archãgels, and al the hoaſt 
of heauen, in the cloudes he wil come, that ſo he may be re- 
uenged vpon his enimies, and headlong caſt that harlot, & 
that king of Locuſtes the ſonne of perdition, the image of 
the beaſt, and falſe Prophet, into that burning fornace of , 
vnquenchable fire. But his cheefeſt comming ſhalbe, ' to 
drawe thee vnto him, and to bring thet into his bedcham-—- 
ber, where all ſorrow, and ſighing laide apartꝭ thou ſnalten- 
ioy the pleaſant ſpeech, and ſweet imbracements of thy be- 
loued, and ſhalt be beutiſied with all celeſtiall benefites 
which haue beene appointed for thee, ſince the beginning 


of the worlc. | | 

Which. being ſo, Ithought nothing would be more 
gratefull ynto thee, nor better recreate thee, in theſe thy 
troubles, than to learne ſome certaine tokens, and heare in- 
fallible tiditrgs of thy husbands teturne. The conſideratiõ 
whereof, hath cauſed me for your cotmfort, by writing to 


place before your eyes ſuch yndoubted ſignes of his com- 


ming, although I will nor rake vpon me to tel the verie houre, 
day, and yere (which is knowen to God alone) that eaſilie you will 
beleeue and perſwade your ſelfe, that it will not be long be- 
fore he come. This daĩe will he viſite thee before the Sunne 
be ſet, of which the moſt part ĩs conſumed . Noone is paſt, 
it is now one of the clocke, & therefore his comming muſt 
needes be nigh. Theſe & ſuch like things you ſhall perceine,” . 
fo be handled in this boo ke. Where I haue erred, amend the 
fault, & forgiue the maker: ( for to your iudgement I ſubs. 
mit me) which is the onely thing I deſire after I haue ob- 
teined your earneſt prayers to your beloued, in my behalfe, 
that I may accompanie you in the faith, and ſpirituall bleſ- 
ſings, with which in Chriſt. through the meere grace of God 
the father you arè eſpecially adorned: and that with you 
may haue the ſane communion of al celeſtiall benefites, & 
be partaker of the kingdome of Chriſt, and God the father. 
Fare you well, and God graunt you no and euermore qui- 
etnes of minde, and perpetuall delight, with euerlaſting 
comfort in Chriſt by the holy Ghoſt. Amen. 
From Emden, 


Ineredulitie is 


The Preface, 
= Meng all ſinnes, none is more odio u- before 


— 


| | | D,J God, than # Incredulitie, doubting both of 


the roote of all Mine promifes and threatnings, natwith- 
impietie. He fading that the worlde, and hypocrites 


Matth. 25. 


2. cer. j. 


Dd) ( placing al Religion in externall behaurour 


ſ 


2 and ceremonies ] thinke the contrarie. Be- 


r cauſe from that doe Fe all finnes, of 
in God, and all 


a 
To n—_ _— | 1 


_ F ws. doubting both of God, an 
wickedneſſe elſe whatſoeuer : ſo that we maywell affirme, miſtruſt 


ts be the cauſe of al euils. For who i there fo extremely madde, 
that willingly would defile himſelſe with. anie ſinne, if he gane ſuf- 


fixtent eredit to theſe werds of Chrift, Come yee bleſſed of my 


Father, &c? Againe, Depart from me ye accurſed, into that 
eternall fire which is prepared for the Diuel and his Angels: 
or to theſe wordes of Paule, where he ſaith, We muſt al appeare 
before the tribunall ſeate of Chriſt, that euerie one may 
beare away thoſe things, which hee hath done in his bodie, 
according to that which he hath committed, be it good or 
bad? Wherefore of theſe may certainly bee gathered, that none of 
them beleeue either the [weete promiſes of God, or ſeuere and horri- 
Ble threetes, which ſtulbornly refift his commandements, and do not 
obey them. For it cannot be, that either beleeuers ſhould line after 
the fleſh, or liuers after the fleſh ſhould be beleeners, becauſe, not be- 
lecuers, but livers after the fleſh; ſhal die. And of this wee haue 4 
manifeſt example in that rich man crauing of Abraham, that hee 
would ſe end Lazarus t hu fine brethren, ro warne them, leaſt they 


came into that place of rorment. By which no doubt he would fog nt- 


fie, that they would more efleeme the authoritie of Lazarus, comming 


from the dead, than Moſes and the Prephets, And therefore what 


maruell if he contemned charitie, when he cared not for faith? That 
when he flowed with ſuch abundance Fal things, yet nothing at all 
fauored poore Lazarus, lieng miſerably before — ? And therefore, 
-becauſe 


was wit hout faith and charitie, being deparred from that 
world, was caft headlong inte hell. 8 e 


1 N 


THE PREFACE: 

Lend a thu vnleliefe s the verie ſpring of finne and vngrati- 
euſueſſe, the gulfe in which all vnregenerated are drowned: ſo con- 
traritiſe, true and chriſtian Faith > which we haue a ſure trait in 
| Gods mercie, and free remiſtion of our fins, promiſed to vs, through 
| or 3 of Chriſt, the Sonne of God) # the linely fountaine in 
Ohrs, 

neighbour (at one word) the cauſe of al ftiritual geod yohich fol. 
bo 2561 45 N — 224% f — 5 15 5 be- 
leeners line after the ſpirit) that the holy Ghoſt ſtirre vp in them like 


motions to himſelfe, But yet alas, great infirmitis c weakenes is in 


the faithful, alchough regenerate, ſo that not ſeldome they flande ms 
doubt of Gods promiſes, and therefore haue great neede of proppes,to 
keepe them fro falling: for we are more delighted with apparent and 
preſent rage than with future and ble For naturallie, thoſe 


the belpe of the holie Ghaſt\ of lone both of God and dur |, 


Faith the root © | | 
from which all 
and 


vertues, 


ood workes 
proccede. 


—_— which are obiect vnto vi, doe more moue our ſences, tha theſe Heb. tr. 
which are of faith, which is The ſubſtaunce of things to be ho- Fb rhea 


ped for, ana an argument of things not appearing, wbeſe litle 
parte ſemetime appeareth in vs, and is much to bee raiſed by 
the worde of GOD, that it may the more increaſe and quickew 
our dead members with the heate f the holy Ghoſt .: Alſo in aur 
greateſt temptationt, and moſt cruell perſeturious,the Beuil, tege- 
ther with our vile flech bring great deabres inte our mindes, of the 
promiſes of Gd, eſpeciallie when'wee behold the vngodly to line in 


this worlde in all pleaſure ta their hearts defire zeyfully:which 4255 8 
gh nb 


et Pauid in his 


that kingly Pro Palms doe ti at large & þ 

reach vs.” And therefore the miſeries of thu life are the more ca- 
lie barne, when we doe 4s it were beholde the mde of them before aur 
eyes. Of which it commerh; that to the gedlie( truly thinking them. 
ſelues to wander in this worlde , nor to liue in their omnt coun- 
trie) the remembrance of theſe euili is plegſaunt, and is 4 great 
comfort in all miſeries, to thinks that by death, in that laſt 
comining of Chrift, ar the length, they hall haue « moſt free 
entraunce inte the celefliall Hiernſalem , ſweete and eternall 
countrie , of which in 4 moſt «ſured hope by faith, they knowe 
themſelues citiJens, 

Wherefore I bene thought it verie expedient, by certeine argu- 


menti, te ſet again all inſidelitie, the defrines of the Prophetes, 


and 


pſalme 73; 


| THE -PREFACE. 
and. Apoſiles,concerning the laſt commung of Chriſt to the vniuerſal 
n in the ruine of thi wretched warlde , ſhall 
in 4 moment appeare the reſurrefin of the fleſh, and à ſotaine 
change ef all men lining. So that all miſtruſt and vnbeliefe,the quag- 
mire of all manner of wickedneſſe (in whith manie lie in great ſlum- 
ker, and ſleepe ſecurely me earneſtly be caſt avay,trive faith in liuine 
promiſes may be rai/ed, our hope of attaining an happie life, and de- 
lineraunc»(rom all troubles may be nouriſhed, and wee the more vi- 
gilant (leaſt vpon a Fodaine that great day of the Lorde horrible to 
the vngodlie, but tothe godlie comfortable vnawares oppreſſe vs) 
and that the ſpouſe finde vs ſober viſe, and prepared be def not 
without oyle in our lampes , For his WOW eee 


ge the 
worlde, without doubt is not farre, and maketh great haſt, and wil 
wor (as many ſuppoſe) linger. | | Mars 
The argu- i 


* places ef the Scripture, firſt to pruue, that there ſnalle one day a ge- 


1 nerdll deſfruction f thi worid, and an vniuenſall and l aſt indgemen 
Pour Tord eſis Chriſt the Sonne of God, in which all the promiſes 
of God ſhall to the vitermoit be fulſilled, and hu great threates ſhall 
2 "take effect. Then by the teſſimonies of holy Scripture, we will ſhew 

that the age of this world ſhall not he more aban ſivtheuſand qcares: 
and that the fixt thouſand(inwhich zva nein live;irlnſe time is more 
than halfe conſumed) betauſe of intollerdble wickednes and ſhame- 
3 eſſe ſecuritie of men, ſhall not be fully fiſhed, And to thu ſhalbe 
added certaine ſingular ſignes by courſe of time and peares, wonder- 
, fully agreeing wi the inclinations of 'the Starres ( credit may be 
 giuen t Mathematicians,) whith thinges netwuthHRanding I r- 
Ferre to the iuugement of the Church, and Doctors of mare diſcreti- 
on, Left Fall, certaine proofes out of Scripture ſhalbe brought of 
4 © ' the manner of chriſtes comming, and of the effe& ef the lat 
iudgement, with an exhortation of watthfulneſt,- 
fer that moſt toyfull comining fou 


4 | | CHAP, 


Wherefore in this litle worke I haue determined by ſame enident & 3 


CHAP. 1, s Sa, 
7 hat there ſhalbe « deſtruction of this morlde, 4 reſurrectian 
of the fleſh,and « general iudgement of all mankinde, 


2 

1 
4 — 3 ö 
N . x | 


Sew cations of the world, which in holy ſcripture 
are to be found euery where) in lace tal- 
ing of his deſtruction, wee take the ſame (as 
till. doth in his booke of the world) for 
a knitting together of celeſtial and inferior bodies diſpoſed 
by on of doth contaĩne liuing Creatures, and all other 
thinges which are ingendered, and remaine euery where. 
And becauſe in the ſame is to be ſcene a wonderfull ſhewe, 
therefore doe the Latines very wel take this denomination 
from fairenes, ſothatthey call the world as the græcians doe 
ier a goodly ſhew or ornament, from the perfect excellen- 
cie thereof, as Pliuie writeth. Which wonderfull peece of 
worke, (as appeareth by the manner of his creation, and 
holy ſcripture doeth plainelie and ſufficiently auouch the 
fame) was onely to that end builded, that it ſhould. be 3 The end vb 
houſe or dwelling place for mankinde. For when our moſt e , 


F Saree Specially(ſctting apart all other darke ſignifi- 


The world 
what it . 


0 


mighty and eternal God by his word of power had created 4 

of nothing al things, as wel ſenſleſſe, as hauing life, at length 9 

he made Adam, whom he appointed Lord of all creatures, J 

and poſſeſſor of Paradiſe, ſituated in the midſt of this good- 

lie glorious world: and faſhioned him alſo vpright and in- 

nocent, (according to his owne likenes) that the Lord God 

of him, might worthily be worſhipped. Here the vnſpeake- 

able loug of God towards mankinde, is moſt diligently to 

bee conſidered. For if the Lord God for our ſakes, hath ere- Theexcellencie 

Qed this famous and excellent peece of worłe, to be an abi. The werde ro 

ding place for mankinde, of which he would gather himſelfe Ne 

a perpetuall Church; how faire and glorious ſhal we thinke ben we con 

thateucrlaſting Temple to bee, which hee hath prepared der the glrie of 

for his elect in Chriſt, and for his heauenlie and ceſeſtiall . 

warriouts, where we ſhall enioye the ſight of oureuerlaſting 

God, and ſhalknowe him in maieſtie and glorie euen as he 
| | "oy is 


6 ———————— — 
* 
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Geneſ. 2. 


Eſale. GC. 


d. Petez 0 


: Of the ſecond comming of Chrift, 
is! Truely no compariſon of excellencie betweene theſe, ean 
ſo much as in imagination be cõceiued, although the beau- 
tie of this world and vniuerſitie be ſuch,as mans wit can not 
ſufficiently thinke of the ſame. Becauſe as betweene the cre- 
ature & the Creator there is no equalitie, ſo great is the ods 
betweene viſible things created, & ſuperceleſtial, to vs alto- 
gether inuiſible, where the Sonne of God with all Saints, in 
the circuite of all Angels with God the Father hath his eter- 
nall ſeat & continual abiding.. But all men through the fall 
of. Adam, are become vnworthie of that place, which was 
appointed for Adam, being pure from ſinne & vnſpotted. 

Neither had the world anis more borne him, according 
to this immutable ſentence of God (At what time then 25 
eateof the tree F kn-wledge of good and euill, thou ſhalt die the 
death) had not that out᷑ metciſull God through his deepe 
and ſecret counſell, receiued him and all the elect into fa- 
uour by the promiſed ſeede of the woman, by Chriſt the 
Sonne of God, which was to come in the fleſn. And there- 


fore if the world haue hitherto, and as yet ſhal continue, it 


is onely doone for their ſakes which ate chofen in Chriſt: 


whoſe number being full, the world of neceſsitie muſt faile, 


and fall dow ne flat. For which cauſe the Lorde hath ſette 4 
certaine time of the worldes deſtruction: becauſe by the 
ſinne and wickedneſſe of vngodly men being maruellouſſy 


polluted and accurſed, it doeth together with alt other 


creatures (as Saint Paule ſayeth) ſubiect to the ſame cor- 
ruption, defire a deliueraunce from euil. And therefore that 
this vniuerfall woride may bee brought to his former in- 
tegritie, it muſt of neceſſitie be conſumed and burnt with 
fire in the comming of tlic Lord, as Eſaie witneſſeth, ſaying: 
Beholde the Torde will come in pre, and hu Chariot ſpalbe like 4 
whirlewind, that he may render his mdignation in heat, and his cor- 
rection in flames of fire : betauſe the Tord will iudge in frei And S. 
Peter ſaith: The daie of the Lord will come like a theefe , ar which 
rime the hates with great ted ſhall vaniſh , the Elements with | 
beat ſpalbe thſolued, and rhe parth with all contained in the fe — 1 


« comfortable diſcourſe. 2 

fſhalbt conſumed with fre. Ul 5 e 1 b | 
No marueil then though Ethnikes, & Philoſophers fol- ee 

lowing the deuiſes of their own imaginations, ſtrangers al- „hane philyc- 

together, & ignorant in ſcripture, haue had very many pro- pher: concerning 

phane cogitations of the world. 92 the world, | 
| Ariſtocle, the Prince of Philoſophers > dreameth that the 2 

Z world had neuer beginning : Becauſe (as he ſaith) thegods in We 
5 this inſinits eternitir haue not beene idle. But Plato being of ano» pio in Ti- 
ther minde, will that the world was made, yet he thinketh meo. 
the ſame to be Animal immortale, A lining creature which ball 
net die, lat remaine far euer. Plinie beleeueth the world to be Plinius nat. 
an eternall and vnmeaſurable Godhead, neither begotten hit. ib. a. ca.. 
at any time, nor ſhalbe deſtroyed. Others (as Epicures) ima» „„ 
gine, that there is not one world onely, but infinite, whereof P * 
ſome take place, as others auoide. Plats alſo ieſtinglie faith; plato in als. 
that before nine thouſande yeeres paſt, there was another ico, 
manner of Athens, and farre better Citizens, #erederus ſaith, 
that the Egiptians haue made mention of ten thouſãd yeres Egyptians, 
and moe of the worlds continuance, and thar they haue ob- 
ſerued, that the places of the riſing and going downe of the 
Sunne haue beene twiſe changed, ſo that where now it fal- 
leth, there it hathriſẽ tw iſe, & hath thriſe there gone downe, 
where it riſeth now. But more wonderful and execrable is 
it, that among the people of God ſhould be S. daces, and a- 
mong Chriſtians ſuch kinde of men, which of ſet purpoſe, 
againſt the manifeſt word of God, dare boldly ſay and per- 
fade thẽſelues, that the world neither had beginning, nor 
ſhall haue end, that there ſhalbe no reſurrection of the fleſh, Egg. 
no life after this life, no rev ardes for wel doing, no puniſn- Sapien. a. 
ment for ſin; & that the world, as it is now ſo hath it bin, & | 
ſbal continue for euer. Which kinde of men are plaine 
men which neither beleeue there is any God, or diuine pro- 
uidence at all. And I feare me, the moſt part of mankinde 4 
(ſuch as ate called in the holy Scripture,worldly minded, & 9 
carnal, although they ſeeme neuer ſo ſpirituall, Catholike, & | | 
would be counted Goſpellers)by SY like figions,and * 
. „„ 112 8 


Saduces, 


Of the ſecond comming of Chrifi, 
ſuggeſtions of the deuill { although not ſowilfullic ) flatter 
themſelues, and gladly would be brought into that opini- 
on, that ſo in a deſperate ſecuritie, they may ſpende their 
daies, and augmeat their impietie. 


Againſt which apparent dotage, and wicked cogitations 


Diners prodfe of naughtie men, through want of true knowledge, by the 
our of the word 


— — ſtandes vs vpon to arme our ſelues with the worde of God, 
men. and confirme our conſciences by the teſtimonies of Chriſt, 
of the Prophetes, and Apoſtles . The holie Scripture in ma- 

nie places doeth plainlie tell vs, that one day the Sonne of 

God Chriſt ſnall come to iudge the quicke and the dead, all 

8 fleſh ſhallriſe, and the world ſhalbe conſumed with fire , as 


gion of the fleſh, the aboue recited teſtimonies beare witneſle . To proue the 
reſurrection of the fleſh,verie manie proofes may be alled- 

ged, both out of the olde and new Teſtament, But amongſt 

all, the diſputation of Paul may fuffice vs, where by manie 

1. Cor.. arguments he confirmes the reſurrection of the fleſh, and 

| copiouſlic and ſufficientlie doeth alſo proone, that we muſt 

all ſtande before the tribunall ſeate of Chriſt, to receciue e- 
ternal rewardes for our deedes, be they good or bad. And 
Chriſt ſaith: Araruell not at this, fer the day will come, in which 
al which are in the graueti ſball heare the voice of the Sonne of Cod, 
and thoſe whith haue don: well, (hal come fourth to the reſurrection 
of life but thoſe which haue done euill, to the reſurrection of iudge- 
ment. To this purpoſe may be recited other infinite places 
of holy Scripture, and alſo the Creede of the Apoſtles, Ni 
cene and At hanaſiun. But I pray you what auaileth the reli- 
gion, faith, hope, and that great patience of Chriſtians in all 


their troubles, and cruell perſecutions, if this doctrine of 


the confammarion of the worlde, and comming of the 


: Lorde; with that which belongeth thereunto, {which of 
The teſtimonies all others may moſt abſurdlie bee thought) were but 4 
of the Prophet, vaine imagination of the prophetes of Chriſt, of the Apo- 


bri and A. N f | OW > 33 RF ed 
of — ſtles, & of al the Martyrs in the Church, u hen as no cauſe can 


plaine 


inſtin& of Satan, and corruption of the minde of man, it. 


y the bloud of be ſuppoſed; which might driue them to the loſimꝑ of their 
W727. fame, their goods, and their life? So that trueth is ſo 


„ 
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plaine and apparant, that a godlie and well diſpoſed 
minde makes that a ſure argument of the worldes decaie. 

For theſe godlie men, of all others in the world moſt mi- ? 
ſerable, fuffered thoſe greeuous and direfall thinges, not ö 
for hope of yaineglorie, or deſire of riches, but for the loue 

of Chriſt, thro. gh the ſecret motions of the holy Ghoſt, Wy 
perſwading themſelues, that in Chriſt was hid the treaſure Proofe fri the, 
of true riches, andeternall glorie. Wherefore it behooueth r of 
vs vndoubtedly to think their doctrine to be true & celeſti- HE 
al, and not to proceede from their owne braine, but to bee 
deliuered vnto them by Chriſt, and his holy ſpirite: & the TE 
rather, becauſe Chriſt of himſelfe doth fay,That hes the truth LOO = f 
and the life : and that he telleth vs from the boſome of his fa- e ofGod 
ther: & the father ſaith (in the preſence of three Apoſtles he Fehr. 
from heauen) Thi i my beloued ſonne, in whom 1 am well plea- Mar. ij. 
ſed, heare him: which voice of God was alſo heard in Jordan, 

when Tohn was baptiſing him. This coeternall ſonne of 313.3. 

God, word of the euerlaſting father, creator of al thinges, 

our Redeemer, Chrift, of ſer purpoſe taught his Apoſtles 2h cine of 
certaine tokens of the worldes deſtruction, and of his com- Chrift as touch 
ming to iudgement. And alſo in his laftSerrtions(betore he. D. 550 
yeelded himſelfe on our behalfe to the Croſſe) hee plainlie rann 
doth as it were depaint and ſet the ſame before their eyes, 
and counſels them, and among them ſpecialy thoſe which 

were to liue afterwards, to be watchful, ſober, prepared, & 
readie, leaſt in his terrible viſitation( whoſe deferring brings 
— much ſecuritie to the teprobatè and condemned per- 

ons) vpon the ſodaine they bee intrapped, and as it were 6 
— 15 the ſnare. All l ase 7525 and ike do l 8 


| abundantlyſerfoorth. So that thetriith teaching the ſame, ar. 


nothing'oughtto be more credibleand certainè to a Chri- 


ſtian man, than that the wordt his füll time being expired, 
the prouidence of God the eternall father fo diſpoſing the 
fame) ſhall paſſe away: and that Chriſt our Lorde ſhall 
come in the eloudes of heauen, to the laft & vniuerſal judge 


* 


* 2 
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Provfe from the 


| he holy prophets likewiſe haue by diuine inſpiration W 


C3 fore- 


Of the ſecond comming of Chrift, =. 
foretolde many thinges , of the comming of Chriſtin the 
fleſh, of his doctrine, death, and reſurrection, allo of the 
.change of Zmprres, and of the ruine of many townes, all 
which are fully come to paſſe: ſo that now they may ſeeme 
not by cuent to haue foretolde: but to haue drawen a true 
and certaine hiſtorie of theſe things. How liuely Eſaie doth 
40,5 z. expreſſe the natiuitie, perſon, doctrine, miracles, death, & 
uren of Chriſt, it is well knowen vnto all, though 
Dan .8 , but meanly read in the Scriptures. Likewiſe Paniel in many 
7 

11. places ſeemeth not to haue propheſied, but orderly to haue 
written things alreadie done, of the continual alterations of 

Empires, and of the comming of Chriſt, that well he may be 

Daniel the gea called the great Hiſtoriographer. Now what ſhal weſay, ſith 
Bifriogrepher. in theſe and al other things their propheſies haue taken ef- 
ſect, and fith by one and the ſame ſpirite they haue ſigniſied 

of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, in which he ſhall declare 

himſelfe to be an eternall King of all Kings and principali- 

ties, that theſe ought not to be finiſned ? Yes vndoubted- 

ly : ſo that he ſhall put al kingdomes of the world vnder his 

feete, and ſhall hew them like a ſtone, which is cut from the 

mountaine, He appeared vnto King Nabuchodonaſer, with- 

out handes brufing that great image which offered ir ſelfe 

vnto the King in his ſleepe: vnder which, according to the 
interpretation of Darrel, were figured al the Empires of the 

vorlde. And the ſame heauenly Prophet by the ſame ſpirite 

did foretell, that God would raiſe vp an euerlaſting and per- 
petuall,Kingdome, which all the Saintes of G OD after 

udgement ſhall poſſeſſe worlde without ende. Nowe what 

let is there, why by like certainetie thoſe thinges ſhall not 

be ful filled, which haue walken afore, of the deſtructi- 


Eſai. 9. 11.3 5. 


on of this world, and eternall gouernment of Chriſt ? Sith 
that Kingdome is perpetuall, and not to bee ouerthrowen, 
prepared for the Saints of G O from euerlaſting, as faith 
& Chriſtian religion doe confirme. And from the ſame ſpirit 


of trueth are theſe 5 : Gods prouidence alſo i 
certain: his eternal pleaſure not changeable, & of his power, 
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a comfortable diſcourſe;  * 4 
which of nothing created the worlde, nothing is wanting. 
Wherefore of theſe things, none, except either a mad man, 
or poſſeſſed with ſome euill ſpirite, can raiſe any doubt. 


doth greatly exact, that euery man ſhould be rewarded ac- 
cording to his deſerts; Of which muſt needes be gathered, 
that the ſtate of good men malt be glorious:of wicked moſt 
miſerable . Which cometh to paſſe cleane contrarie in this 
wretched world, where moſt commonly good and well diſ- 


' poſed perſons are with troubles tormented, with baniſhmer | 


puniſhed, with loſſe of goods empoueriſned, & with almiſe= 
ries ouerwhelmed: but the wicked are with delicious fare 
nouriſhed; with goods enriched, with offices preferred,and 


for authoritie honoured: as Dauid in theſe words doeth bits Palme 73. 


terlie complaine: n feete were almaſt gane, and my treadinges 
had welnigh fſlipt, And why? I'wesgriened at the wicted, when 7 
ſaw them in ſuch proſperitie: For they are in noperill of death , but 
are luſtie and Rrong: They labor not like other men, neither are they 
plague like other falle, and therefore pride compaſſeth them as doth 


« chaine, and they haze pur on the garmẽt Ferueltie: Their eres are 


Hellen witz farneſe,qud they die what they jt: They marre eth, 


and ſpeake marueylvuſlie, yea, they blaſpheme the moſt higheſt: And 
a little after: ze hold theſe vngodly proſper in the world,end enrich 
themſelues grea'ly: and I ſaid, Then haue I clenſed mine heart in 
vaine, and washed my handes in innocencie. All the dey long 
laue I beent puniched., and chafeneil euerie morning + gta, and! 
I had almift (aide euen 4s they, but; loe, then shoulde I haus 

condemned the generation of thy children. And therefore 
there muſt of neceſsitie bee another life after this, in 
which, according to the iuſt iudgement of G OD, eue- 
rie man muſt receiue etetnall and wotthie recompence 
for their woorkes; bete they good or badde, eternall 
glorie „ or eternall infamie: a8 Dauid in the ſame 


Pſalme uvnto the comforting of him ſelfe and of the 


Churche zelleth vs in theſe wordes , Then thought I te 
lui it was £00 harde for. mee, vntill I nens 
| | Malt vial! ie 
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Proc ſe from the 
Beſides, the eternall iuſtice of God the righteous indge iufice of Gd. 


into the ſanctuarie of God, then yn 


| * 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſl, | 
the end of theſe men 
Namely , how thou haft ſet them in ſlipperie places, and will male 
them fall downe into deſolation. O how ſedenly doe they conſume,ve+ 
ni/h;,and come to a feartfull end, yea euen as & dreame arethey when 


 eneavcketh! Lord when thou raiſeſi the dead. thou wilt deſpiſe their 


Eſai. 56. 


Job. 49. 


| Eſai. 25. 
Apoc. 7, 21. 


Proofe from the 
dine truech. 


image. And befides eſpecially it agreeth to the-diune iu- 
ſtice, (after all good workes or bad committed in this bo- 
die) that all bodies knit with their ſoules do riſe, and receiue 
that which they haue deſerued. Which thing Eſaie moſt 
plainlie doth ſigniſie in this manner: All ſteſh ſhall come to 
worſhip before my fare, ſanth the Lorie : And they ſhall.come forth, 
and ſee the dead bodies of men which huue dene wickedlie againſt me, 
their worme ſhall not die, & theixfire ſhall not be extinguiſped, coc. 
And Ii in plaine wordes FOI ACP that thoſe bodies 
which we now haue, weſhalbreceiue againe . For thus hee 
ſaith: I know that my redeemer liueth, and that I ſhall riſe in the 
laſt day from the earth, and ſhalbe clad againe with my 5kin, and in 
my fleſh I ſhall ſee God whom I my ſelfe ſhall beholde,e my eyes ſhal 
beholde him, and none other. Then(as Eſaie witnefleth)(pall death 
be viterlie diuoured, & the Lord God ſhal waſp away all teares from 
enerte face, and will take the reproch e his people from the earth, be- 
cauſe the Tord hath ſpoten it. Ne ither(as Johnſaith in his Reue- 
lation) hl there be death any more, nor weeping nor en ing, neither 
any more gri fe, becauſe the former things are pat. 

- Moreouer,theLord God is not onelie iuſt, but alſo trueth 
it ſelfe. And therefore all thoſè thinges which by the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, through che inſtinct of the holy Ghoſt, 
he hath reuealed touching the ende of theworlde, the re- 
ſurrection of the fleſh, che laſt iudgement of Chriſt, the e- 
ternall life ofthe godly, and theeternal death of the wicked, 
which is to come, ſnall ſo certainly come: as nothing ought 
to be more certain vnto vs, notwithſtanding that mans rea- 
ſon, and the doctrine of the Philoſophers cannot ſufficient- 
lie conceiue the ſame, For if he be trueth, ho can he lie? 
Or ſith all which hath bene ſpołen afore of Chrifts coming! 
in the fleſh, of his death, and reſurrection, of altèration of 
Empires, be ſufficiently fulfilled : howe can wee otherwiſe 
| Re thinke, 
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— « #cothfortablediſcomrſe. © 5 
thinke , but that theſe thinges which of the ruine of the 
worlde, and of Chriſtseternallkingdome are reueiled vnto 
vs of our moſt mightie and bleſſed God, muſt likewiſecome 
to paſſe? Eſpecially ſith all which bath bin ſpoken, was to 
none other end ſpoken, but to proue this: and the ſumme, 
of Chriſtian Religion conſiſteth in theſe thinges, 

Which demonſtration going before, and true teſtimo- 
nies of holy Scripture, in my iudgement may ſuffice both 
to the ſtrengthening of our faith, and cutting off al doub- 
ting of that noble — — Chriſt our Lord to iudge- 
ment, of the end of this finfull worlde; of the glorious ex- 
altation of his Church, and the vtter damnation of the re- 
probate, Wherefore now I will endeuour by teſtimoniet 
of diuine oracles, probable reaſons and coniectures, to 
ſnew that the world cannot paſſe the time of ſixe thouſand 
Years; | 


CH Ap. 2. 


That the worlde [hall not endure «bone He 
thouſand yeeres, 


in bis 
n 


Aint Auguſtine and manie moe of antiquitie, 


dy maiſters, excellentlie ſeene in al things, Phi- ** 2 
8 bp Melancthon, and Regner Predin = a man of ripe Malen. in Chron 4 
learning and iudgement , Moderator of Greningham „haue 4 
been of this opimon, that that propheſie of Elias, concer- 
ning the worldes continuance ſixe thouſand yeeres, is with- 
out al doubt true and to be credited. Not ithſtanding that 
Propheſie is not to be red in the holy Scripture, but in the 
bookes of the Rabbines, as in the firſt Chapter, and firſt 
booke Abodac ara. Alſo in the fourth part of the Thalmud: 
cian worke, in the Sanhedrin booke, and laſt Chapter of the 
ſame, and other places, where that is alledged of the Rab- Sy 
bines for the true ſaying of Elias; The wordes are theſe: We gn bed 
| thouſand F ainegrwe thouſand the Live, Iwo thouſand Chrift, And ; 
Fer our ſiunes ; which are mane and marnelows , ſome yeeres which 
| D are 
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The mme when 
Elias did pro- 


pPhbeſie. 


7 Of the cond comming of Chrif, 


A ae wanting /þ 


n:tbe expired. | | 

By which ſaying, the world is notably diuided into three 
ages, or ſpeciall courſes, and is ſhewen both when Chriſi 
ſhould come, andhow long the ſtate ofthis worlde-ſhould 


continue. Iwo thouſand yeares was the world without an 


Lawes, ordeined expreſly by the word of God, which be- 
ing finiſhed, Circumciſion, and afterward the Lawe was gi- 
uen, and a certaine gouernement, and true manner of wor- 
ſhipping God, was inſtituted by the word of God. But a- 
bout the middle age of the —.— whenas three thouſand 
yeares were palt,to  witinthe time of 1s ſaphat king of Iuda, 
& Achab king of Iſrael, did this diuine Prophet vtter this 
propheſie: by which he did ſigniſie the true & certaine time 
of Moſes gouernement, and of the comming of the i 
or ſonne of God, which ſhould manifeſt himſelfe, preach & 
be crucified of the Iewes: and ſhewed that almoſt a thou- 
fand yeares did remainie,before Chriſt ſhould come, and the 
Goſpel begin to be preached, & about twothouland yeares 

after his comming, the world ſhould periſn and come to 


nought. Now ith according to this propheſie of Elia, the e- 
uent hath proued two thouſand yeares to haue bin paſt be- 


He godlie. 


fore Circumciſion, and manifeſting the la we, and two thou- 
fand alſo to haue paſſed when Chriſt came (for vntill the 
thirtieth yeare of Chrites age, at which time Iohn did pre- 
pare the way of the Lord, & Chriſt began to accompliſh the 
willof his Father,did the fourth thouſand continue) it is to 
be thought vndoubtedly, that now in the olde age of the 
world, the euent will aunſu/ ere to this Propheſie: and that as 
in the middle and flouriſhing ſtate of the world, God carri- 


Flier a figure of Ed Elias by a firie Chatiot into beauen ; ſo in the end & va- 
the alteration of niſhing time therof, he wil exalt vs with himſelf into the Ce- 


leſtial habitation,of which no doubt Zl:«was a figure cõſti- 
tured of God. But (as Elia ſaieth) Some yeeres ſpalle wanting, 


- wa Or: the Lord God, becauſe of wickednes,thal haſten his co- 


ming, ſo that 6000,yecres may not fully be expired. Which 
Propheſie was vttered by Elias, through the holie Ghoſt, & 


a comfortable diſcourſe. 
is no fiction of the A llines, as are many thinges in thoſe 


6. 


Thalmudician bookes, and may in my iudgement be con- 


firmed by the anſwere of Vriel the Angell, vnto the de- 
maundes of £/dres, although Hierome, and thoſe which fol- 
lowe him, doubt hereof, But Theodore Bihliander, in the ex- 
plication of Eſaras his dreame, doeth ſay, that #:erome did 


The iudgemem 
of Bibljander co | 


rather imitate the rafhnes of the Iewes, than probable rea- cerning the 4. 


ſon: and prooued by many moſtplaine argumentes , this Aba. 


uincathd ſaith, That maruell it is not though his diume booke (be- 
can ir emo ft plainly telleth of the reigne 
Acrlaſing kingdeme of Ieſus Chriſt , and alſe of phe refuſell of the 
Leer, and cauuerſion of the Iſcaelites vnto Chriſt cho Lord ) bee de- 
ſpiſed of the blinded Synagogue of the Iewes, fwhich dos wilfully ſet 
themſclues againſt their Sautonr:and alſe addeth, that this books is 
Jet extant in the Hebrue tongue, and was tranſlated out of the ſame. 


e, to be Eſdras owne booke propheticall & di- 


thiefeft Javefull,end # 


Far 


=) 
- 


To this B/4re:(demaunding of Vel the Angell whether the 


time paſt, be greater than the time that is to come, or whe- 
ther that which is to come, exceede the time paſt) the Angel 
doeth anſwere by rwo ſimilitudes: and doeth ſhew vnto him 
firſt a burning fornaxe, and after ward, a waterie cloude, and 
ſaith: ararſe wherher the fire dot enercome the ſmoke C7 the ſhowre 


The anſwere of 
Vriel to Eura. 


the drops, or otherwiſe. To whom Eſaras ſaith: I ſer, Lord, that 4 


Very great ſino be dooth paſſe away, I ſee alſo « great ſhove to come 
powring dewne:but afterward I perceiue the Lame to ouercome the 
ſmoke, nh the drops the ſhowre, Then ſaith the Angel: Nowwadpe 
of the tentinuamde of the world. Euen at firſt __ vanguiſperh 
the fire, end the drops the ſhawre:ſs the yeres of the time paſt ſhal ex- 
feede the time which is ta cime. But now, according to the cõ- 
putation of yeeresit is euident that Eſdras lined about the 


chird thouſand and ſiue hũdred yeereafterthe worlds cre- 
ation, and a while after Cyrus death. From which time, a- 
aboue two>thouſande yeeres are conſumed. Where- 
fore wee doe ſee this Propheſie maruellouſlie to agree 
with that of Hias, and the ende of the worlde to be nigh 
at handen: pol mn BG 1 HB GB 


More- 


D 23 


The time when 
Eſdras lined, 
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Of the ond; comming of Chriſt, 
Palm. o. Moreouer, becauſe ea pture doeth wirnes, that 
aPct> z thouſand yeres with God, is — one day: and alſo that 
the Lord God ſixe daies was occupied inframing the world, 
but the ſeuenth day reſted: — acelenlthon, er, 
and others, haue put a great myſterie in the ſame, and haue 
perſwaded hs lues, that from this number of daies,that 
ſaieng of Ilias was borrowed: which me thinks is true. For 
euen as God in ſix daies made all things, and reſted the ſe- 
nenth: ſo by the miniſterie of his worde in this life, within 
the — of ſixe thouſande yeeres hee will gather his 
* eee vrhich in the ſeuenth he will celebrate & keepe 
the fxe dues holie his euerlaſting Sabboth. Caſper Peucerus thinkes Or- 
* N of this opinion, whoſe words Plato did 
us recite: 


bars d 2 niopes aide, 


ther de the iat age, or ſixe en yore pal God anne. 
wo 
— —.— in all the ſacredSeripture chere be no place as 
e determination of anie certaine time, more a- 
greeing —— Bliat Propheſie, than that anſiere of Vriel vn- 
to Aſdras, yet will we proue the ſame to bee moſt true, by 
things — paſt, hy the ſtate of thinges preſent , and o- 
ther tokẽs, as hereafter in their place orderly ſhalbe ſhowne.. 
Neither is it to be doubted, but that b y the. certaine proute 
dence, predeſtination, and insel God yall esfor 
his gloria, and the ſaſetie of his Church, be matuelouſſy 
mainteined, and to farre other purpoſe than any man can 
imagine. And therefore vnder the chieſe hiſtories of the 
* 3 we ſee out moſt bleſſed and mightie — 
dio naue hidden tmyſteries;to — (ha- 
.. doweSof the lite, — CE e of Chilſt: 
3s the ſtorie of Alrabams offering of Hat ok Teſeph the 
Patriarch, of the braſen Serpent, 855 on, Dunid, [vnas. 
the Prophet, which — in the bellie of a whale. 
ang lo likewiſe ſome —_ learned men, very Ry 
ue 


co fire diſcourſe. 7 
2... ht tore = 5 
was a 0 m ent, and ot our in: noch by 

to heauen. For euen as the corporal death becauſe of ſinne 5 
forcibly did reigne and beare ſwaie ouer the ſixe Fathers of 

the Church, to wit, ouer Adam, Seth, Enos, Kenan, Mahala- 
liel, & Iared, but vpon the ſcuenth, which was Enoch, could "A 
exerciſe noforceor power at all:ſo likewiſe by the ſpace of 

fix thouſand yeres,whichtime the world 3 — 

ſhal beare a ſway, but in the ſeuenth thouſand, which ſhalbe 
the beginning of the celeſtial and cuerlaſting life, his force 
and ſting ſhalbeloſt, he ſhal vtterly be aboliſhed. To which 

thing Iude in his epiſtle had reſpect, which ſaith, that this E- 

noch the ſeuenth after Adam, did foretell of the laſt iudge- 

ment. Which iudgement is giuen of lis, that he ſhould be ;;,,;: 

a type and figure of his owne propheſie. Andi it is faid, that 

as Enoch in generation, ſo Zli«ein computation of yeres was 

the ſeuenth after Adam. For it is reported, that next vnto Enoch ingeners- 
Alum, was Aerhmſalaß e next to Methnſelch, Sem to Sete. e ee, 
b: 0 Lare, Ares to. Amram,. fAhia: and to Abia, . 
_ Prophet.Now if this accountof zlie be true Adow. 

as many doe coniecture) there is uo doubt bur the Lorde 

God would in his wonderful workes declared to his Saints 
and choſen, haue manie ſecrete myſteries, that in the con- 
fiderationof them, wee might bee inflamed with defire of 
the celeſtiall and moſt beſſed life.. armament ye | 
8 exe —— 


— 5 times "And do the e Paul writeth:: Heb . 
„ of rhewrlde. Neither isthis 1,7 0 
$ therefore calledthelaft; becauſe that — 
- certeinly the ende of the worlde was then at hande; but due. 
N according to ui diſtribution, it was the laſt of 


D 3 the 
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the ſecond comming of Chrift, 

the three ages of the worlde: which without all doubt they 
reſpected. Neither is it to bee deemed, that this propheſie 
was ynknowen to them, but rather that by Renelation of 

the holie Ghoſt, it was ſingularlie renewed: and therefore 

they call indeede this laſt age of two thouſand yeres, (in the 

beginning of which all propheſies and viſions by Chriſt 

were fulfilled) the laſt times and houre. Theſe now be the 

teſtimonies, and coniectures, by which I haue ſtudied to 
prooue, (and haue ſatisfied my ſelfe) that this worlde ſhall 

not continue aboue the ſpace of ſixe thouſand yeres. Now 

follow thoſe things, by /hick I meane to ſhew, that the ſixth 

thouſand yere ſnall not be expired. for 


„ enn © $$ Jpn Il 
That the world aball not endure fart 
thouſand yeres, 


Eos that the ſixt thouſande yeere ſnalbe ſnorte · 
1 N16 ned, it is apparant, and may bee prooued for 
oy = oruders ſake, firſt by thoſe wordes of Elias the 
FS A JÞProphet aboue recitedginthismanner; And for 
our finnes, which are manie, and maruetlows,' ſome yeres whnth are 
venting chall not bee expired. Which wordes doe not much 
diſagree from thoſe of Chriſt , where hee ſaith: And ex- 
cept thoſe dayes were ahortened, all flech nhoulde pertsh, but for 
the electes ſake they halbe tur i. And although there pec- 
aduenture the Lorde doth properly ſpeake of the ruine and 
ouerthrow of Hieruſalem, (as may eaſily be gathered by the 
circumſtancesof that place) yet may it ſeeme that he would 
ſpeake the ſame alſo of the vtter deſtruction of this worlde, 
becauſe in chat place hee giueth certaine and moſt cuidetit 
ſignes thereof, (of which hereaſter more at large) and fo 
doth foretel both of the ouerthrow of Siermſalt, & by acer 
tain cõfuſion of words, of the worlds deſtructiõ: ſo that for 
the perfect vnderſtãding e eee, ee is to be re- 
quired And becauſe y former is a figure oł that which is to 


$ 
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follow, _ 


4 comfortable aiſcourſe - A 8 


followe, I perſuade my ſclfe, that as well by the wordes of 
Chriſt, as by the propheſie of Elia, it may be gathered, that 

for the elects cauſe, thoſe miſcrable daies of the vtter ouer- 

throw, and ending of this wicked world, ſhal be ſhortned 

and cut off. 

Others by probable reaſon endeuour to prooue the cone from 
fame, through conſideration of the Sabboth day, which is a rhe 3 
true figure of the eternal Sabboth. For in the law it was pre- f 

ſcribed, that about tlie euening of the ſixth day, the Sabboth 
 ſhouldtake his beginning, And therefore their coniecture is 
not vnlike to be true, which thinke that the eternall & ſuper- 
excellent Sabboth of the Lord ſhall begin, not at the end of 
the laſt thouſand yeere, but a little afore . Here be ſome o- 
ther coniectures brought foorth, which willingly I paſle o- 
uer, & the rather, bicauſe I know thẽ tobe of no great force. 

But choſe tokens are diſigẽtiy to he marked, which Chriſt 
did forctel ſhould goe before the conſummationof the 
world:that by them we may the more certainly thinke and 
perſwade our ſelues (time preſent and rokenst foretolde be- 
ng. compared . ap that the ende of the worlde han- | 
geth ouer our necks; Amog other ſignes (in my judgemet) The pre prin 
che preaching of the Golpehis not the leaſt but moſt chief. of the 'Golp 
ly to be noted; as that by which all othertokens both going 22 figne: 
afore, and following, in thoſe words of Chriſt are knowẽ to 8 ga oat 
be true tokens of his comming, The words of Chriſt telling mere. 
vs how to know when the Goſpel is preached are theſe: And ü 
this G of. L of the kingdome shalbe preached through the vnimer ſal] Mi Matt. 24. 
world for a witnes to al nations, & then-hal theend come. By \ which 
words the Sonne of God Chriſt doth plainlieteach, that a- — 
bout the time of the worlds deſtruction, the true and com- * 
fortable doctrine of Chriſk ſhould be preached, Bywhich is 
gathered, that the ſame was obſcured, defaced, and almoſt 
not ſpoken of, by reaſon of falſe Prophets, afote that time. 
And Chriſt aid, Thet in thoſe dates hodderte maniefalſe Pro. 
| 'phets * Hing theſelues te he Chrifhoald [edu ce manie.Now 
whats is more eyidentin eſs aur daies? Hath not 13 


God doeth faft 


yy 7 before bee 


Gen.6,7. 


are 0 be 


A4 Rega4.55, 


ching of Teremie, Nechiel, and other Prophets of God, they 


length many yeres being ſpent, our mercifull Father Gd 
almightic, ſcar firſt Jah bt, after him, Chriſt his onely 


; ” | . . . Pd 
Y the ſecond cumming ef Chreft,, © 
and ſyncere doctrine of free pardoning of our ſinnes by 


Chhriſt, lien hid theſe manie yeeres, and vnder the tyraunie 


of Antichriſt maruelouſly bin obſcured;& the Pope arragãt - 
ly vaunted himſelfe to be Chriſt, or atleaſt his Vicar ? What 
promiſing of pardoning ſinnes, and redeeming ſoules out 
of their fained purgatorie, by their wicked Bulles and blaſ- 
phemous Maſſe ? What idolatrie in worſhipping, and im- 


pietie in receiuing Chriſt in the ſacrament ? Finally, what 


diuerſe and diueliſh ſuperſtitions haue bin practiſed, ſo wel 
is knowen vnto all men, that I neede not to recken them. 
And now againe by the ynſpeakeable grace and mercie of 
God wee plainly perceiue ſuch a cleare light of the Goſpell 
to ſhine ouer the whole world, that in ſpite ofthe Diuell, and 
all his adherents, it caſtes his beames ouer all nations. And 
therefore hat other thing ſhall we looke for, but as Chriſt 
did foretell, a ſodaine downfall of this wretched world? For 
if we reade either the holie bible of GOD, or hiſtoricall 
bookes of prophane men, we ſhall finde that God hath al- 
waics followed the enſample of a righteous Judge, which 
afore he condemne a man for his ces, will firſt accuſe 
him by witneſſe : ſo God, before he ſendes plagues and pu- 
niſnment for our tranſgreſsion, doeth firſt put vs in minde 
of our wickedneſſe, by preaching ofthe Goſpel, & declaring 
his diuine pleaſure: that by conſideration of our diſobedi- 
ence,we may turne to the Lord by repentance, and liue.Firſt 
we haue a notable example heereof in Nes preaching, by 
whom the Lord God did firſt accuſe the world of diſobedi- 
ence, before hee drowned the ſame for lacke of repentance, 


Theſe enſample: So likewiſe he did not bring the ten Tribes of Iſrael into 
. captiuitie, afore he had ſent Zſaie, oſe, and other Prophets 


to call them from iniquitie. The like, a hundred, thirtie & 
foure yeres after, happened to the Jenes, when by the prea- 


woulde not bewate of diſobeying Gods. maieſtie. At the 


begotten 


a conifontabie diſcourſss. 9 
begotten fonne. , 8 call them to re pens | 
tauce, and to open the way to ſaluation in Chriſt, promiſed 
afore by the Prophets, then perfourmed and willing to bee 

receiued, if they would imbrace him But they were ſo 

farre from beleeuing them; that their preaching they loa- 

thed, /ohn thy bebeaded, Chriſt was cruciſied, and the A- g 
poliles either by ſnamefull death cruelly murdered, or at ſep}. A 
leaſt, by yll intreating miſerablie tormented. And there- ſpp 

fore not vndeſeruedl was that famous citie of ſoinfamous 
a people, by the Romanes vtterlyſubuerted, and the lewes 

made a praie to their enimies, and odious to all the world: 

which ſhame of theirs, and ſubuerſion of their Citie (as Da- Daniel. S. 
nielafore, and our Sauiour afterwarde did propheſie) do, 1 
and ſhall continue till the worlde haue an ende, After this, 7he fg pw» *2! 


Paul preached to the Colefiiarr, Easdiciaus, and Hicrepolians, "omen * 


but they contemned and cared not for his wordes : and h, Gebel 
therefore (as Oreſius witneſſeth) the earth opened, and ſwal⸗ orofu lb. f. 
lowed them vp. And hithertoo alſo doeth that docttine c. 5. | 
of Paul tend, er rw wicked ſonne of perdition r 
ſhould bee diſcouered, and by the ſpirite of the mouth of 

God defaced, and aſterwarde by the glorious comming 

of the Sonne of God vtterly deſtroyed . Now whois that 

fare. deſperate ſonne fitting in the Temple, as God him- 
ſelfe, it is eaſie to bee knowen : and how by the preaching 
of the Goſpell, he hath bin diſcouered experience do 
ſbewe : and wee hereafter at large will proue, that he is, and 
hathof long time continued the vibe Rewe , Now ſith 
wee behold his doctrine and authoritie by the force of 
Gods worde to bee ſo ouerthrowen, as they are iudged al- 
moſt madde men, which ſeeme any waie to fauour him, 


what other thing can followe, but that God is readie to 
come pon vs, and ſtandes at our doresꝰ And that not on- N 
ly his hautie courage ſhal be àbated, and his execrable cru- 4% 
eltie altogether aboliſbed, bur alſo that the whole and vni- 24.8 
uet ſall world, for all ſinnes committed fince the beginning. 
be accuſed, and ſo condemned to eternall tormentes : be- 


cauſe 


J 


of other things 
owmg the 
— of 
tbe Geſpel. 
Math. 2 
Luke 21. 


| Of the ſecond cumming of Chrift, 
cauſe wickedly they haue contemned the grace of God of. 
fered ynto them continually, and wilfully refuſed to taſt the 
ſweetnes of the goſpel, and to forſake their ſinnes and wic- 
kednes by repentancſſe . 59 
Beſides, Chriſt hath giuen manie other ſignes and to- 
kens of his comming: as rumors of warres, famine, peſti- 
lence, earthquakes , and that countrey ſhall riſe agaynſt 
countrie, and that cruel perſecution ſhalbe exerciſed : alſo, 
that in thoſe daies ſnalbe ſignes in the Sunne, 2foonc , and 
Starres, &c. All which can not be tokens, vnleſſe the preach- 
ing of the Goſpel goe before. For ſigues, except they bee 
knowen , can not bee ſignes: becauſe in all times, thoſe a- 
foreſaide euils haue appeared, either more or leſſe, and ther- 
fore of themſelues cannot be ſignes. But when all thoſe e- 
uilles immediatly after the preaching of the Goſpell, haue 
come on heapes abundantlie vpon vs, and more than euer 
they did in any age long afore vs, no doubt they do progno- 
ſticate and foretell ys , of the conſummation of this moſt 
wicked worlde. Beſides, chat theſe tokens which Chriſt did 
recite, doe foreſhewe the worldes deſtruction, and not the 
ſubuerſion of the Temple, it is apparent, becauſe hee ſaleth: 


Un anfirere vr- That people againit people, and kingdome arainft king dome ſhalt 
to certainc obie- ariſe. Which thing was Het doone afore ran, wes of 


Gone, 


Hieruſalem, that euer I coulde reade. For then, what king- 
dome againſt kingdome > What people againſt people? 
What, and how great warres were then? All which we doe 
not onely ſee to haue beene doone, but alſo to our payne 
feele them, beſides more greeuous thinges not yet hearde 
of, but more to bee feared, and circumſtances bring vs to 
thinke that more intollerable things are pr to vexe 
vs, both of Twrkes and Papiſles. And that alſo inthe fame 
place, (as appeareth) the Lorde vnderſtood the laſt preach- 
ing, not the beginning of his Goſpel, thence it is euident, 
becauſe by and by hee adioyneth, Tbar the Goſpel legiuning to 
| ſhine euery where, 4 viſitation ſhall came, and it eende of all thin en 
Otherwiſe, if this place wete to bee vnderſtood of the firſt 


opening 


1 4 eomfortabie diſcourſẽ. 3 2 | 10 
opening of the Goſpel by the pdſtles, no doubt this ende 
had becne come many hundred yeres agoe. Beſides, the E- 
uangeliſt returneth to the former queſtion of the Temple, 
and Hieruſalems deſtruction, from whence hee digreſſed. 
peraduenture alſo the Euangeliſtes haue confounded theſe 
two, that not by the ſame words they might finiſh now thaty 
now this particularly: becauſe. peraduenture they were of 
this opinion, that they th t after the ſubuerſion of 
Hieruſalem, ſhould immediatly followe the deſtruction of 
the world, whoſeend(as Chriſt ſaid)ſhould be ſo ſodaine, as 
nothing could be more. But Chriſt our Lord coulde of his 
owne accord diſioine thoſe things, to make them darke for 
a time, which he would not haue to be knowen: and coulde 
make them manifeſt, when it were for his glorie, and our 
profite, at a time conuenient. Mot! 122 
But to make of thoſe tokens foretolde of Chriſt, any long 
diſcourſe,it were a great labour, and peraduenture tedious 
to the Reader, becauſe the thing it ſelfe, and expetience doe 
ſufficiently prooue the ſignes, after the manifeſting of the 
Goſpell, to haue beene fulſilled: except onely thoſe in the 
Sunne and Moone, & other Starres, as yet haue not appea- 
red, which Chriſt doeth foretell, ſnhoulde either ſnewe them - 
ſelues alittle afore, or in his very commin 

The AMathematicians and. Aſtronomers ide gement notwith- 
ſtanding is, that in manie hundred yeeres paſt, were neuer 
ſeeue ſo manie Eclipſes in the Sunne and Moone, nor yet ſo geh n %,jẽʒë 
ſtrange copulations of Planets, as will appeare within fewe Sue m,, 
yeeres:which no doubt are to threaten vnto vs dangerous 
& miſerable daies,as hereafter ſnalbe ſhewed; Here I wil not 3 
ſpeake of the prodigious Comets, and Meteors, which Comet» Blaſrg _* 

. e : 4 . 1 Free. Meteora. 

many times haue bine marked in this our age. Neither wil 97 1, fange 
1 call to minde the iudgement of Aſtronomers 5 and chie- Sire which 
feſt Diuines, vpon that Starre, which within theſe three tt 
yeres ſhewed her ſelfe certaine Moneths together, as the 47 ot 
| : 3. 
very Meſſenger and warner of Gods comming to iudge- 


Of the ſecond comming of Chrift, 
nature and qualitie with that which foretolde the birth of 
Chriſt the King ot t 
beige. in ſilence paſſe ouer the ſtrange Earthquakes, vhicli in our 
dayes haue happened in manie places (as of late at Ferraria 
in Italie) and in riſeland: the nature of which ſoile is leaſt 
ſubied to the ſame. But Ibeſeech you let vs call to our re. 
membrance, all thoſe euilles, which as yet ue doe as it were 
beholde, and haue taſted, not hearde of, doe ſee with out 
eyes, and to our great griefe ſuffer them continuallie. What 
. a grieuous peſtilence and plague theſe many yeetes, both 
with vs, and in other places hath reigned, and tyrannicallie 


doeth exult ouer all perſons, and bring verie many to their 
graues, & according to the iudgemẽt of the learned, which 


are in opinion, that it wil and muſt continue yet moe yeres) 
Dearth of come Wil diſpatch manie moe? What a long dearth of corne and 
and viuas. great ſcarcitie of all things * What a multitude in the cauſe 
1 of Religion haue ſuffered the loſſe of life and liuingꝰ What 


Alen. thefts and robberies on all ſides, both on ſea & tand? What 
an infinite companie haue in cruel fight bin miſerably ſlaine 


But I am troubled, aud that greatly, to thinke vpon and 
recite the calamities, which Friſaland by ſtrange and vnac- 


and murdered, in France, Flanders, and Friſcland® / .' 


ny 


Strange ouere 


me of vaters cuſtomed oucrflowing of waters hath felte: eſpecially by the 
* twolatter, whereof the one happened in the yeere of our 


Lord. i 574. the 4. of Nouember, in which men and beaſtes 
| in number infinite, ere drouned, and was of ſuch a great 

The ri depth, as almoſt it might be called the Friſan flond, The o- 
Fond. ther chanced in a more dangerous and worſer time, 3. daies. 


afore the feaſt of S. Bartholmewe in the yeere of our Sauiours 


incarnation, 1573. the which in many places brought more 
hurt to many men, than the formet, becauſe hy the ſame, all 
corne on the ground and other fruite periſhed' miſerably: 


by reaſon whereof, great dearth and penurie enſued So. 


that in thoſe countries it might well be ſaide, that thoſe 


aka a. wordes of Chriſt were fulfilled, ſaieng: The people aball 


bee at their wittes enden, at the riaring F the Ses and ſalte 


wal .. 


of the Iewes,vnto the wiſe men . Alſo1 will 
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waters. "Wherefore let vs giue ctedite vnto thoſe worde 
of Chriſt, and let them ber vnto vs ſoſ moſt certaine to- 
kens of the ſodaine comming of our Sauiour to iudge- 
ment. Ain 


here are beſides theſe other ſignes of the oldeneſſe of 

che world, and of his ouerthrow :: becauſe we plainlie per- 

ceiacal things daily to wuxe worſe & worſe, and to decreaſe Alihingi ware 
in their vertue. The aire is oſtentimes corrupt ſometime 79/c and xoſe.. 
with vntimelie ſno res, ſometime with vnproſitable dri- | 
neſſe, now with too much colde;how withiextreame heate. 
The fruitefulneſſe of the ſieldãs not ſuch as ĩt hat beent a- 
fore time. Riches and ſubſtance we ſee conſumed. The pro- 
genie of great and noble men we perceiue daily to be mul- 
tiplied, but their patrimonieis no it increaſed, but im- 
paired by diſeord . By which it commeth to paſſe, that ma- 

nie great men; and lords, dende al their ed gitations totbe 
oppreſsing of their poore Tenants; and by often ſines and op fe 
exactions bring honeſt men ta beggerie : and by the exam - Pore. 
ple of 1 make flaues of PI — 8 4 
as though they were appointed of God to liue, not for the 74! men fore 
defetice of the good, puniſhment of the wicked, and pre- Nam © 
ſervation of iuſtite : but to themſelues, & to pamper their 

bellies with good cheere, and their backes with braue ap- 

parell. And therefore doe theſe Empires now ſhewe them- 

{clues to be as cankered and ruſtie yron vhich in times paſt, 

were as bright ſiluer, or glittering golde. But I do not ſpeak 

theſe things'of true Noble men, and good Princes, which 

doe exact things neceſfarie: to the defence of the Common 

weale, & for the conſeruation of their Eſtates, which things 

without al controuerſie, the worde of God doetk allowe 

them to hate. Now it is not to be doubted, fith for the fins 

of the people, ſuch tyrannie is growen to the top, hut theſe 5 
Pharaoes, with the ſodeine deſtruction of the worlde, ſhall n PH, 
dee ouerwhelmed, euen as that Pharao in perſecuting the exonple. 
people of Tfracl,” (whielr for atime hee had with greeuous Erod. 16. 
yoke of flauerie oppreſſed) was 8 al his hoaſt drowned 


" 


't _OftheſecondcommugofChri#, 
in the reddeſea i The teaſon is not vnlike: bee is a figure, 
and the ſume God is nove whicti then was readie to deli- 
uer his people ftom calamitie, and to take reuenge on the 
wicked for their crueltie. een 
An other great argument of the worlds conſummation, 
is becauſe al good artes and learning haue theſe fee yeeres 
bene contemnad and Vniuerſities, Schooles and ſcholaſti- 
call diſcipline (which are the cauſes & fountaines of know - 
God ſent the me ledge) almoſt in euerie place come to decaie. For God in 
$519 cows this laſt age bank ſhewed his ſingular and mannellous good 
chung ef vill tou ardes nankinde : eſpeciallie (in that ſo great bar- 
fel. barouſneſſe of our predeceſſours, when all arten and liberal 
learning was hidde, and lenowen to fewe, the Latine tongue 
polluted, ſmall cunning in the Greeke): by raiſing vp ſome, 
as Valle, Agrirola, Eraſmus, Meland hon, and others; which 
— and paine, haue brought all ſciences and 
knowledge of the tongues to their puritie, and deliuered 
vnto vs a more eaſie way to attaine the perfect knowledge 
ol them all: by which, almoſt all Europe is {er free from 
rude barbarouſneſſe. After warde, when our moſt bounti- 
full God had giuen vs ſuch helpes to the vnderſtanding of 
the ſcripture, by and by hee ſet on fire the Beacon of true 
doarine, which of all other giftes and graces of God, is & 
| ought to be imbraced as cheefeſt. 
_— But by experience wee ſee theſe! giſtes of long time to 
rep o perfection, i aue beene at the full, and nowe decreaſe. For not that 
aduiſed iudgement, not that ſnarpeneſſe of wit, not that 
at induſtrie and exerciſe in ſtudies are nowe, which haue 
2 of deene . To this doth appertaine the matuellous contempt 
. © : 4 ot Cs TESTS 
of all kinde of knowledge, eſpeciallie of Diuinitie ; 27, wir 
it T derre; that is, Becauſe it yeelds or gaines Vs no viſtuala . Al- 
Conzemps of Mi- ſo the ſmall regarde of godlie and faithfull Miniſters: by 
ern. which they are brought to ſuch pouertie, or almoſt begge- 
rie, that their wiues & childre muſt be inforced to liue vpon 
almes. But what is the cauſe of this miſetie f Is not that in- 
tollerable tearing & ſpoyling of Church goods che chiefel, 
| $ 


——— hifeots ſx . 12 
ates. whoſe care 


Is it not to be imputed vnto the is 
ſuch ouer Miniſters, that they will not allowe them aboun 


dance of worldlie wealth, belt happilic by poſſelzing much. 
they taſ of courtouſneſſe, che roof albmiſchieſe, and fo 


deſire more, or elſe fall into tiotouſneſſe, ani ſo become E. 


Pirures Or if that it bee not:initheirminde, they doe ima- romifh rann 
gine themſelues to be fuchLordes of hodie and ſoule, as was erh prag 4 


of late that Romithe tyrant. This maꝶ very well without Ambition. 
offence be coniectured, although t may bee, that their in-. 
ſatiable deſire of worldlie promotion , which by riches, 
without vertue may be gotten, is the Aae — ſo 
diucliſh fruite doeth proceede. How much better were it, 
if in theſe things a meane were obſerued, and that Church- 
men had therewithal to liue honeſtly with keeping hoſpita- 
litie: and if that vhich were thought tco much for,thega, 
were Chriſtiãly beſtowed either on thoſe, which liue in po- 
uertie, or carefully reſerued to ſome other good vſe ? For as 
plentie bringes ride and hautineſſe of — ſo pouertie 
ing teth contept;notonly.of Miniſtets, but of che Mi- 
ie alſo: ꝙ hic being diſday ned for lack of preferment, 
— — — rather they had to 
binde their ſonges to ſame ſeruile occupation, than bring 
them vp in liberall e ich muſt dealer, 
N the gres Hy men, hut alſo grigno 
want of godly Miniſters, aud eee 
are; . „ on 102 Sub. 
Nowe What remaineth, but that wes-Certzifſelie per- 
fivade our ſelues, that theſe are plaine and ęuident 
and teſtimonies ot Gods great diſpleaſure againſt vdo for, 


Co = 
deſpiſing his miniſters, whoſe contempt hee neither can 22 of 


for his holineſſe, hor will for his ipſtice, ſuffer anie time, 
astheimanifoldemiſerics and plagues that he euerie where, 
do ſhew vnto vs. And as the Son oH Code hriſt ſaid before, 
that after the preaching of the Gaſpel, deſtruction ſnoulde 
follow! N Wee is "we farre rm 
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Marth. 24. 
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ders, when we ſen 


Good Goſpellers vngodlineſſe, Manie alſo thinke, t oe 


cl O the ond comm Chrif?, 

will of -Fovir n bur that 
2. paphejie of chen f. Norte whichcould nor dee; if choſe 
daies of batrbatauſneſſe and lig: norance of true Religion 
(whith.we atelike to fallimo)wrore hot by his C Nen com- 


ming prevented; £, vNmgo3orn 07 


Moreouer, wee: ſkoukdthinkerheworldes — to 
bee worne olit and che ſame to bee falling vpon our ſhoul- 
reel our ſelues to liue in thoſe 
daies;'wheteof C htiſt i foretolde / ſaieng: The comming of the 
Sanne 7 man ſpall bee, is were the dates of 'Noe ;, For then bvere men 
catingidrin bing ma Hing, und were married, vntil Met entred the 
Arte. Aud they f erceiued nothing, vntill theft oud came and oucr- 
whelmed them 7 an Tuck: halle the e F the Senne of 
man. By w ict n . the Eord would ſigniſie, that in 
the later daĩes there ſhould be a matueilous ſecuritie, wber - 
by thete ſhouid ariſe not onely vnſpeakeable wickednes a- 
gainſt God bu: alſo a lamentable diſorder and confuſion 
in Common weales for lack of diſcipline. Now, if we will 
compare time preſent, vith that u·hich is paſt, and ſet the 
manners of all men before our ics! — or perceiue wic; 
kednes to haue come to is ripeneſſe, and to raigne almoſt 


— without controlment. For notwirhſtanding God, through 


ende mercie ij intheſe latet daies hath giuen vs 
Ks Geiſpthu hereby we lſhouird frame our aſſections accor- 
ding vu ud his im Vnitie and peace withall men, 
according to his word -whatdefireofrighttouſnes;or zeale 
in rdigron mere to be found? Veaj who is not in Chriſti- 
anſtie eithet code, or eareleſſe? Manie deſne to be religi- 
ous, and tfinke they are ſo, if onely for a faſhion they fre- 
quent Sermonsſ aud come to ordinarie Seruice, and Cere- 
monies. ſuppoſing themſelues for doing ſo, to be ſufficiept 
lie religious, although their hearts doe burne with deſue ot 
tranſitorie things, and they ſwell, throu 8745 the poyſon of al 
maruelous wel, 

in making the doctt ine of Love; 3 and Vnitie, the oc- 


caſion of Strife, Contention,and Hereſie: and ſuppoſe ; 
oe 


doe ſerue God veriewell , ifknowing ſome of a contrarie o- 


inion, though not. inthe chiefeſt point of Religion, th 
peas md condemne them, and —— 23 
mit them to the Diuels puniſhment : themſclues in the 
meane while , in a certaine ſpirituall pride, gotten through Again/ the d- 
a vaine opinion of learning puft vp, doe (reſting vpon the 2 * 
authoritie of others, not with argumentes anſwering to = 
Gods word) take heart at graſſe, their aduerſaries oftentimes 
defending the better part, and more agreeable to the plea- 
ſure of the higheſt. And yet forſooth mult this ſo great in · 
iurie and ſnameleſſe reproche bee called ( not the ſpirite of 
ſinne, but) a godly zeale. O dangerous daies and diueliſh 
behauiour ! Some there be alſo, which thinke well of them - 
ſelues, & would be numbered among the number of good 
| Goſpellers, becauſe they haue learned without knowledge, 
buſily among their pots to inueigh againſt the Papiſticall Na fe of God, 
ſuperſtition, themſelues being vniuſt theeues , Oppreſſours, nor care of good 
and moſt wicked Rouers: ſuch as at this day, men call the *. 
Guifians , worſe ({peaking after the manner of men) than ci- 
vill Papiſtes . What ſhould manie wordes doe? Wee plain- 
iy now perceĩue greateſt vice, for chiefeſt vertue to bee 
counted: and thoſe men, through a fayned ſhewe of fim- 
plicitie, to be moſt commended, which of all other for im- 
pietie, ought moſt to bee diſpraiſed. For craftic and deceit- 
full, are wiſe; couetous, good husbands; prodigall, libe- 
rall; and rich men are deemed the beſt men. Theſe haue 
promotions, and though by wicked meanes they attaine 
them, yet Drues clarus erit, fortis iuſſus, ſapiens, etiam c- Rex, 
C& quicquid volet, as Horace (aid: 7 be rich man ſhalbe noble, va. Horace, lib. 


s 


liant, vprigbt, miſ pes and 4 king and what he will. * 
And another.. | 
| Htred nunc verè ſunt ſuculs, plurimns an 9 7 


Now are the braue and golden dates, now fame with gold we gane! 
And gold canſhew vs many waies, mens fauour to attaine 


E And 


. 


bis 2. booke, 


H Grace bs. 1. 
Epift. 


Boerius, lib. 2. 
ante Proſamz. 


An admonition 


#0 Princes. 


Propertitis in 


Of the ſecond conmning of Chrif?, 


' . Auropulſa fides, auro venalia ture, - | 
Aurum le ſequitur, mox ſine lege pudo . 

By gold the faith of ſome is weake, and lawes are bought wich goldꝰ 
Law ſeekes for gold. & ſtraighꝭ vnmecte) our name by it is ſolde. 
And n 

geilicet vxorem, cum dote ſidemq, C amites, 
Et genus & formam Regina pecunia donat. e ee 
Vea, wife with wealch, and faith, and friends, and inne with comely hure: 
Doth Monie Madam, Prince and Qyeene, moſt mortall men endue. 
e 903701 | ARG er 301059: Saen bas vi-uf 
Vude habeant cura eft paucis, ſed oportet hab ere 

Per ſcelus atque neſus, pauper vbique ice. 

How they do get, fe folkes do ears, but riches haue they nniſt. 


Sd * 


* 


By hooke,ot crooke we daily ſee that weake to wall are cin uſt. logic) 
eit 


"Theſe de the like vices haue Poets & Philoſophers int 


Aduaies: when wickednes did but Ipring, (as themſelues haue 


teſtiſied) reprtehended. And therefore is our Lorde God ear- 
neſtly to be deſited, that all theſe euils by his ſpeedia com- 
ming, may haue an end. For although all maner of wicked- 
nes in this age, haue aſcended maruellous high, yet are they 
not ſo come to the top but that more ſtrãge vngratiouſnes, 
& wonderful deceits, & more horrible confuſions in C 
mon weales through euil gouernement of them, may to the 

griefe & vexation of good nien he ſeene, than euer were For 


we ſee continually that many through their cogging, pra» 


ting, pride, & flatterie, with out alhoneſtie, learning or Chri- 
ſtianitie, in hope of profit and preferment. prickt thereynto, 
beat their braines, and bend all their ſtudies, to be gratious 
in their eies, which ſit in chiefeſt place aboue other men. By 
which it commeth to paſſe, that for a time they are well ac- 
cepted, euen of the beſt. n DAR 

But good Princes can ſmel them out, & will baniſh them 


their companie, perſuading themſelues, that that friend - 


ſhip is not of continuance, whoſe end and ground is not 
the ſetting foorth and increaſe of vertue. Wherefore ĩt is 
Fs £8 to 


. & comfortable afcourſe. \. NO 14 
to be wilted, that al Chriſtian princes would carefully com- 
tnit theſe wordes of Chriſt to continuall remembrance, ſai- 
en g, Ten ſhall know the by their frurre, Doe men gather of thernes, Math.7. 
rapes; or figges of thiſiles ! And againe, A naughtie tree cannot 
755 7 foorgh good fruite. For thoſe words of Chriſt are to bee 
A 0 not onely of falſe prophets, but alſo of al men, 
and eſpeciallie of lache as beare authoritie. And therefore 
oughta good prince thus to reaſon with himſelfe: What 
goodnefle may be looked for at their handes, whoſe delight 
| hathatwaies-beene from their youth in wickędneſſe? How n e 
cat it ber Sitli vnto a vile nature, not regenerate with Gods fen fil, 
holie ſpirite, a wicked cuſtome and delight, as it were ano- vi. 
ther nature, ĩs adioyned ? Is this mixture commendable⸗ 
Nay truely, If to this diuiliſ behauiour. dignitie and honor 
(which ſeldeme make vs better) be linked, what can be loo- 
ed for eb, but euen prodigious monſters, hurtful to al me, 
andexecrable before God? According to that: Aſperius mis 
ſero nihil eſt, dum ſi gi in altum. For their great preferment, 
ial greareſt puni ment that may be. And whether HY 


ud wot fades, bier, viris » #1 i caſtra ſequuntur, 5 


I HFandeſ manus: bi fas, wh maxima merces, 
No faith nor feare of God haue they, 
which doe the warres purſue: 
5 Their handes are giuen to ſell and ſpoile, | 
12 : 44:6 1zheir gaine they call their % Jr Ges | 


dfauiaed Fpdabing of watriours brought vp in ſpoiles and 
wickednes,be altogether falſe: which yndoubredly wee be- 

leeue, hauing . the ſame by reading, & experience, to , 

be true: 9 yet in this place wee confeſſe the ſame tq bee ia — 
ſomewhat Hyperbolicallic >; Beſides, how capthey th geth che mis 
be profitable to their ptinces, to their Countrey faithful, & — 
carefultof kerping iuſtice, and the Lawes: which in alltheir S. 

life haue beene faichleſſe to the King of Rings, & ſo far from 

any care of keeping of Iuſtice, that they neuer had anic 


7 knowledge of the lame? What agreement or good 
FX: - mix- 


Lacan. lib. . 


9 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
mixture can fire haue with water? Hotneſſe with coldneſſe> 
Equitic with vnrighteouſneſſe ? How can it be, that men 
ſhould haue a care of that Countries proſperitie, in which 
they are ſtrangers, and is not their natiue ſoile? Againe , can 
men drowned in voluptuouſneſſe( whoſe ſtudie is Querere vt 
alſumant, & abſumpta requirere certant: To ſeeke that they may 
may ſpends , and firine to finde that naughtilie is ſpent: gaagyien 
ee, ambitious,and louers of themſelues, ) with honeſtie 
preferre the Princes proſperitie, before their owne priuate 
proſite; and the common-weales good, before their ou ne 
gaine ? So that to place theſe men in authoritie, is it not to 
yeelde the ſimple ſheepe to the crueltie of rauening wolues? 
Theſe men, O vertuous Princes ( if ſtories of all times were 
noted) ſhould appeare of all troubles the authours in euery 
common - weale, the ouerthrowers of euery kingdome, al- 
waies betraiers of their Princes, as might be proued by ma- 
ny examples, and thoſe not farre fetcht,were it my minde to 
fraĩght my booke with hiſtories . Wherefore. O ye Princes 
& Rulers of the earth, which deſire( as in deed you ought) 
to be the parentes of your people, vſe greater heede, & more 
iudgement in cliooſing them, which either ſhall beeof your 
counſell, or beare authoritie in your names: for the com- 
mon felicitie doeth moſt redound to your glorie. 

And alſo bee you alwaies readie and prepared, then to 
giue an account of your ſte wardſhippe, when the King of 
Kinges ( whoſe vaſſall is euerie Monarch) ſhall come: of 

whoſe ſodaine comming, out of the worde of God, here E 

giue true and certaine tokens, For if then he ſhall eſpie his 

deloued ſheepe( of which, if but one be founde, which was 

loſt, the whole troupe of Angels reioyce) by your negligẽce 

Luke 16. and fault, to be committed as a pray to wolues and wicked 

beaſts, euill ſnall it be with you: and then without aldoubt 
in his rage, he will caſt you headlong into hell and extreme 

darkeneſſe. The almightic God by his holie fpirite & grace, 

graunt vnto all good Princes, and their Counſellers, wiſ- 

dome and prudence from aboue, that in deede they * 

E 


F 
bs 


Ouid. li.r Faſt. 


| a comfortable diſcourſe; 15 
the 2 lights, both in eſtabliſhing that v hich is profira« 
ble for their people, and executing of iuſtice: and preſerue, 
defende, and keepe them, and all his elect from deſtruction, 
to the glorie of his name, and felicitie of his Church, Ame. 

Finallie alſo, out of the ſeuenth Chapter of Haniel, a no- 
table coniecture of the ſodain comming of the Sonne of 
God, may be taken. For in that Chapter be deſeribed foure 
Monarchies of the world, and where, and in what nation 
they ſhall be from time to time, vntill the reſurrection of the Daniel. 6. 
dead. By v hich, the endes of the ages of this worlde may 
after a ſort bee noted. But theſe Monarchies beeing deſtroyed, 
there ſhall ſpring (faith Daniel) « mighrie kingdeme, mightier 
than thiſe immediately before it, and ſhall change a, 6 of 
* — [hall haue wonderfull ſucceſſe, and — battell with 

olie men, | 

Now, what kingdome he ynderſtanderh, it is apparẽt by. 
the euent, which is, the Turkiſh Empire. But (as che Prophe oem, f 

ſaith) Putabit quod peſrtt mutare tampora, t. He ſhall thinks 
that he is of power to alter times, and lawes,but iudgemẽt ſhal come, 
and he ſhalbe taken away , his power ſhalbe weekened, and come to 

FT 34 ning 2omobontX ji 
Ted wordes doe plainly inough declate that an altera - 
tion ſodainelie ſhall be in thoſe daes, when the Turkiſh Em- 
pire doeth come to the higheſt, and promiſeth himſelfe an 
euerlaſting dominion ouer all the world. And ſtraightway 
ſhall that moſt comfortable day ſhewe it ſelfe, in which the 
Sonne of God ſhall raiſe the dead, & render to his Church; 
life, and eternall glorie: but the wicked he ſhall caſt head- 
long into euerlaſting torments. With this propheſie let vs 
compare the times of our pre ors, and our ovne toge- 
ther, and we ſhal euidently perceiue the Turkę to haue pre- 
uailed mightilie againſt the Chriſtians, and to poſſeſſe not 
onely all. Aſia, but alſo a great peece of Zurepe, And (that 
may vſe the words of Llantius ) nere vorauit mnem terram, 


- 


Epito.divin. 
inſtit. cap. 1. 
leges nouas ſtatuit, Rempublicam ſuem fecit, nomen impery ſedemꝗ 
wait : that is, be cart in deed he hath denoured new —_ h 

| r3 © 


Of the forond conaing of Chrid?, 
ſedge. Common weilew to himſelſe mpropriated, the 
rr ire be hath changed; Alſo what ſuc- 
vit eyeeres he hath bad,! it is wel knowen; 
rt of Hung aris he enioyeth: from the V enetians, 
= Cw :nowefrom the King of Spaine, Tune- 
' - tm: and (A heare) uſhatſoeuer he hath enioyed hitherto, 
is * in Africa; is taken from others: and as yet he is in armor, 
"© withallwarlike prouiſion, with ſhippe and ſouldier, prepa- 
| | red againſt the Spaniſh King, and threatneth vtter deſtruc- 
| tion to all the worlde. And therefore we doe plainely per-. 
| ceiue, the ſtare of theſe times maruellouſly, to anſwere vn- 
1 doo the propheſie of Dane. And it appeareth (if by pro- 
bable reaſons anie thing may of likelihoode bee gathered) 
| that the Turke, throughthe ciuill diſſentions of people, & 
continuall warres of Princes, to the ouerthro of the Go- 
iſfpel, by the Popes ſetting on, will ſubdue all kingdomes. 
Baut! truſt the Lorde GOD by his ſ] peedie comming, will 
1 bring to naught theſe ors of Turke and Pope, againſt 
þ his Church; and will caſt that beaſt with the little horne, 


[ ; which hath mightely increaſed, and all thoſe. vngodly and 
1 | dragoniſh Kingdomes ariſing from the Sea, and Ka falſe 
Prophet, into that forhace "which burntch with ue and 
brimſtone. - os U Honig not! 

ay PEA 1188 | WR 
6520095 buen. and probable weiche, hen ; 

| 9111 , m. fam ibe ceurſe time 65 . 
Y Eicherdbymeaneditigence;T have recited thoſe 
= forctokens of the!enduring; of times, which 
brit back taught vs. And alſa Ehaue ſnewed 
| B * ether 9 ee err outof Gods * orde, 
E. and con eis;:by which wee may 
Eno, ce eldneſſe, and che (64a finiſbing of times: to 
wich, when they come to paſſe, the Lord cõmandethvs to 
look back, & to iſ vp our heads For therby the Lord God 
 declareth his moſt ardent good will towardes vs, in that hee 
nd not ſignifie we & houre, but foreſhewed the tokes 
going 


going imm 
theſe it is m fol that it is — 
that out of the written worde of Chriſt, wer ſhould 
diligence ſearch out the laſt time of our redenip * 
doubt not but I ſnall doe a good daede, and Mate ull bc 
to God and his Careb , if I vtter foorth ſome cgItations 
of mine,fetcht from the courſe of time, yet agreeing to the 
holie Scripture, for the ; proofe of this opinipn | 
ſpeedie concluſion. of time. Not that I am in a 

that I thinke theſe to bee demonſtrati 


neceſsitie ofthat whichis to come,multneedes bee, but a gue Ui 


probable things fo long! to be imbraced, til We learne more tions bat 0 * 


certaine, And therefore in theſe and in like things, I ſubmit. #ce 
my ſelfe to the better iudgement of the Church, and of the 
— and I perſuade my ſelfe, chat theſe and other ſin- 
gular — which followe., whereby ſamewhat . © 
nigher I approch,than as yet I haue done, to ſhewe the ſo- 
daine comming of the Lord, ſhalbe ſo farre from terrifieng 


of the godly, that thecoofderation of theſe thinges will be 


moſt pleaſant and comfortable. 01281 


But yet I take not vpon męc(as aforcalo 1 haycprotoſted) id 


to know the day;which Chriſt laichhimſelfe: he doeth not 
know, (as he like a man beareth the office of an Apoſtle. ) 
For the ſi ignes foretolde we may know, but not the day and 


houre: not the very moment of his coming, but the tokens 
of that moment doe wee ſearch out, asfarre foorth as it is | 


lawful for man ſo todoe. Tr 
The hoheScriptureeueric where 3 ſome 1 8 "FIR 


berweene the e F the 6 SOBRE of. 299 1. Cor. ip. 
Chriſt our Sauiohr tho ſeconde Adam: allg betweene the 
floudd, and tlie vtter onortiuoy ofthe 1 As 7 5 as. briſk 
<doethfignifiein thelewords eren t i Noe, by Natth. 25. 
eln in the dates e Noc, cc, Wherfore fall Ufrſti in- 
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to tkis colideratian: ana e ö 


thoſe whicenfuea — 
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©. Of the ſeeond comming of Chrift, 
ordainedall things bya ſingular andeuerlaſting wiſedome: 
and experience doeth teach by a certaine concurring of the 
ſtarres, that in ſuch thinges a great likeneſſe of times is 
The birth of 1- woont often to happen: as in the birth of Iſaac, and of his 
auc and cini. offering, which is a figure of Chriſt, there is a great conſent 


From the birth & . ' 1 - 
Cy w of the times. For from Iſaac, vntill Chriſt were two thou 
Chrifl,2000, 
From the crea- 


is s eeres. 
An fpbeaiã of 
%he vine of Mo: 


of the deliverie 


— the latter the time ſhould in number exceede the former, for 
2: b-th9ze manie coniectures which followe: but what may come to 
when chris paſle the Lord knoweth, On h | 
came into this Likewiſe Moſes is a figure of Chriſt, That maruellous de- 
5 livering of Iſraell by Moſes, out of the handes of Pharao, is 

u à figure of the victorie of Chriſt, which on our behalfe hee 

kinde, | hath by his death on the croſſe and reſurrection from the 
dead, obteined againſt the deuill, and death. And the whole 
gonernement of Moſes, is a ſhadowe of Chriſts kingdome: 
the ouerthrow of the Iewes and deſtruction. of Hieruſalem, 
s no doubt a token of the worldes ouerthrowe :. And here 

wee ſhall fee a wonderfull conſent and agreeing of times: 

that ſo by things paſt ve may looke for the event of things 

to come, vndoubtedly'by the ſingular prouidence, coun- 

ſell and ordinance of God. For no other reaſon can Iren 

| der, fithT cannot perſwade my ſelſe, that theſe thinges can 
From the com- hy chance ſo wonderfully agree together. Firſt, by the true 
H count of yceres, it is plaine that from the comtaing out 
Le fe law of £27pt,and publiſhing of the Lawe, vntill * -4 
e ciſt, 
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Chriſt, are numbred athouſand;fiue hundred, & nine yeeres. ent. 
Nou if the yeeres from the natiuitie of Chriſt vntill this 75 275 
time, in which Chriſt began again to be borne to the world, „ 6 pink 
& to be brought into the light as it were through the prea- vc, until 
ching of che Goſpel, by Luther, and other famous men, were he b:inging of 
numbered, they are in ſum a thouſand; five hundred, & ſe- ***, C ht inte 
uenteene. Againe, from the depatture out of æegypt, vntil 1577 4 © . 
the death of Chriſt, the yeeres are accounted to be a thou- Few the hs 
ſand, fiue hundred,fortie & two. And this number alſo doth ming our of ge- 
marucllouſly agree with that generall petſecution in Ger- . millihe 
tanie, made by charles the ſift, & the Pope, which happened 1 
in the yeere, à thouſand, ſiue hundred, fourtie and ſeuen: So x4 1 4570 of 
that theſe numbers of yeeres being compared together, will Chriſt untill the 
be found not much to differ inquantitie of number. d perſecuuis 
But from theſe. poore mentions, I will goe higher to 3 
thoſe things which eſpecially doe agree to out purpoſe. It is che the fia 
manifeſt chat Moſes gouernement, vntill the deſtruction of 1547. - 
Hlieruſalem by Titus, did ſtande in all, one thouſand, ſiue From Moſes ge- 
hundred, eightie and three yeeres. Neicher is it to be doub- ehe dea 
ted of any, but that that deſtruction and waſting (of Hie- / Hinu/alan by 
ruſalem) is a manifeſt figure of the laſt ruine of the worlde, 7/1583. 
And therefore doth our Lorde ſpeake of theſe thinges toge 
ther, and ſaith: Thoſe dates were like the dayesof Noe, in reſpect 
of manners, and the ſecuritie of mans life. Now at length, 
what ſhall wee gather of theſe thinges ? That the terme of 
the, worldes deſtruction ſhould agree with the former num- 
ber of yeeres of Moſes gouernementꝰ Which not the ſonne 
of an Emperour, or chiefeſt Monarch, as was Hieruſalem : 
but the Sonne of God, much mightier than all Emperours, 
ancuerlaſting King can bring to naught. Which thing Ar e- 
laucthon ſeemeth plainely to point at in the life of 7efaſian, 
in his Chronicles. And the like reaſon is here, which is in 
the former compariſon of numbers, if things to come may 
be gathered by things paſt alreadie, The figure doth altoge- 
ther in this place agtee, and the chiefeſt ſigne of Chriſtes 
comming, to wit, the preaching of the Goſpel hath gone 
G afore, 


{ |-- efclrif, a nals the ſame verce coniunction in the extremitie 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, | 

afore, and we do ſticke in the middeſt of all the other fore- 
| told calamities, and every yeete expect more miſerie; 

The iudgemens Finally alſo, the Aſtronomers write (if euerie ſkilful man 

of Aſtronomers. in his owne facultie is to be credited) that the ſtarres in the 

oe n beginning of the thouſand, fine hundred, eightie and foute 
33 yeeres, (which almoſt together doeth agree with the num- 
world is ro be ber aboue mentioned) doe threaten verie fearefull and hor- 

looked far. rible thinges, either a grieuous alteration of Empires, and 

bother woonderfull thinges: or elſe an vtter deſtruction of 

De, this worlde+ The wordes of Cyprian Leowitine, a Boheinian, 

flrangeconium, à moſt excellent Mathematieian; in a certaine booke of 

en ef Planets prognoſtications, for twentie yeeres, from the yeere ſixtie 

dn obe ere 1583, foure , to the eightie foure, be theſe: Anno Domini 158 5 

l Menſe Maio,ere.' hich u, in the yeere of our Lord 1 5 8 3. in the 

 moneth of Mate, there ſhal happen a g reat coniunctiõ f the ſuperiour 

' planets in the laft end of Pilces : ter which firaightwates in the 

Heere eightie fourt, ſhall enſue a wonderfull mixture of ul the planes 

almoſt in Taurus, about the end of Marth, & beginning of April. 

ud which i more, «litle after that ſhalbe ſeene an eclipſe of 

the dunn, in the twentie degree of Taurus, about the head of Al- 

gol moſt cruell and hurtful fixed ſtarre, gouerned iy Venus, hieß 

alle linked to fine planets in Aries, cen ling towarde the :welft; 

Here ( ſayeth he) muſt we watch:and / thinke it meet that all earth: 

lie cogitations bee caft off, leaſt wee bee doſtroied being vnreadie: 

for & great coniunction is of all, the laft which ſhatharpen in the 

ende of waterie Trigon; and waterie Trigen ſhall haue an ende, 
and bee turned inte fierre Trigen. Neither any more in the fate 
ef exghr hundred yeeres , the ende of the watrie Trigen ſhalbe nh, 
But becauſe about the ende of waterie Trigon, this monarchie ſhall 

leginne it is liſely, that the ſame alſo in the tudle of the ſame Tri- 

gan , ſbailhaxe an ende, fith the Senne of God himſelfe les Chritt 

-Mfore the birth eur Lorde enen in the ende of waterre Tugen „toolle vpon im the 

or firſt comming Mature of man. For ſixe yeeres before hu molt glorious na, iuitie, 

of Piſces and in the 

beginning ef Aries , happened. Netther came the like fmce thar 

time, bur when Charles the Great held bis empire which was in the 

* Jeere 


Num Trigon. 


vie Trigon. 
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yeere of our Lord, ſeuen bundred, eightie;and ine, Aud now the ſe- 


conde time, ſuch 4 4a and ft: ange coniunctien ſball eme: which 

vndoubtedly doeth foreſhew the other commu: g of the Sonne of God Afue the ſecond 
and man in maitſtie of his'glorie : at which time we muſt render an comminganether 
account of our life and tonuerſatian. And a little after he ſaith a Trigon. 

But vnder Charles the great the ende of the world could not be, be- 

cauſe at that time ſue thouſand yeres were not expired. But new 

the operation of thu great coniunction continuing, the number ſhall 

tende to fixe thouſand yeeres: which agreeth with the holie Prophet, 

effirming that this world ſhould fland five tbouſand yeeres:fro which 
ſumme of yeeres , the Sonne of Gad ſhall take ſomewhat, ſareng,The 
laſt time, for the elected of God, ſhalbe ſhortned. In: if there 

remained yet an other coniunction of the former planets , like to the 
Frſt, then Gould there be required almaft eight hundred yerres moet 

which added to the times of this great contunttton., doe makethe 
number of frxe thouſande, and almoſt foure hundred yeeres , which is 
plaine 24 that prophefie . Theſe coniectus es, het ſo ener they 
are, I thought good to recite, which doe agree with the learned pro- 
pheſies of moſt auncient Aſtrologers. Hitherto Cytrian , which 
alſo by his Latine verſes docth ſhewe that olde and com- 
mon propheſie, turned into Germanicall rythme, by /«hs 
Sroffler,which alſo aboue ninetcene yecres agoe, l haue heard 
recited by Melancthon. The wordes in the Germaine tongue 
are theſe : 


CTawſont funffeundert achtzitchtacht, 
Das iſt das Jar, das ich betracht, 
Geth in dem de Melt nixt vnder. 
Geſchicht doch groz mercklich wunder. 
The Latine verſes are theſe following: f 
Poſt mille expletos 4 parti virginis annos, 1 
Et poſt quingentos rur{us Jerks datos, ws of 
Oftogeſimus octauus mirabilis annus 
"8 erg [ecu Yale fore, 
Ji non hoc anno totus malus occidet orbss, 
' $1.08 58 ihilumn terra ſretumque ruet * 
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Of the ſecond: comming of Chriſt, 
 Cuntla tamen mundi ſurſum ibunt athgretrorſum. 
Imperia e luſtus undiqʒ grandis eri. 


In Engliſh thus. N 


When after Chriſts birth there be expirde 
Of hundteds,fifreenc yeeres, eightie andeight, 
Then comes the time of dangers to be feard; 
And all mankind with dolors it ſhall freight: 
For if the world in that yeere doe not fall, 
If Sea and Land then periſh ne decaie. 
Yet Empires all, and kingdomes alter ſnall, Ia) 
And man to eaſe himſelfe ſhall haue no way. 73 


Now by this it appeareth how the number of yeeres 
of Moſes gouernment, which endured a thouſand, ſiue hun- 
dred, eightie andthree yeeres, and of this yeere, a thou- 
ſand, fiue hundred, eightie and foure, (in whoſe beginning 
that prodigious coniunction of the Planets in the ende of 
waterie Trigon doth happen,) agree together: ſo that the 

quantitie and number of the times foretolde, the ſignes 
and ſtarres ſeeme to agree together, and without all doubt 
to portende the ſame thing. In like manner may we bring 
forth other compariſons of time, which by reaſon of like e- 
uents agree together woonderfully. Of v hich this one is 
not of the leaſt weight : To wit, the ſame time from the na- 
tiuitie of Chriſt, vntill the overthrow of Hieruſalem is al- 
moſt equall with that, when Luther firſt of all ſet himſelfe a- 
gainſt the Popes indulgences, and beganne to preach the Go- 
ſpell, to this yeere eightie and eight, in which, or about the 
ſame, by this maruellous ioyning together of Planets, 
which ſhall bee foure yeeres before by the ſingular proui- 
11 | dence of God, ſo direfull deſtinies of the worlde ſhall mecte 
prom the birch of together. For from the birth of Chriſt, vntill the deſtruc- 
cb until the tion of Hieruſalem,are numbred ſeuentie and three yeeres: 
{ cefrufion of and from the time when tuther and others firſt beganne to 
eum. preach Chriſt and his Goſpell, vntill the eightie and eight 
I %ranchebring- Veere, are accounted ſeuentie and one. The number is ol 
| | wi 


A comfortable diſcourſe. 19 

with that before, and ſpeaking allegoricallie, then may ing of his Goſpel 
Chriſt be ſaide to be borne againe; when as his doctrine, ſo prod oy 
long by Papiſticall dreames darkened, and fonde illuſions ſo „e 1388. ae. 
deepely butied, is as it were borne anewe, and doth cleere- annbid 71. 

lie ſnine among vs. But if thoſe yeeres from the birth of %. * 
Chriſt, vntill his preaching and ſuffering of death, with that chap ers 
generall perſecution done by charles the'fift and the Pope: fi preaching 
and againe, thoſe yeeres from the death of Chriſt, vntil the 30. zores, & fro 
deſtruction of Hieruſalem, with theſe peeres v hich came % e u 
ſince that generall perſecution; vntil the 88. yere, wete com- 33/000 
pared: we ſhall ſee alfo, that in number of yeresthey do not 
much differ. For betweene Chriſts birth, and his preaching, 
there was 30. yeeres: and ſo to his death, 33. yeeres, and 
ſomewhat more. But from that 17. ycere, when the Goſpel * p 
began toſhine againe, vntillthe 46, yere in al, when Charles . . 5 ON 
the Emperour began to arme himſelfe againſt the States of vn che perſa. 
the Empire, ſo to aboliſh the doctrine of Chriſt, are nũbred ing of the 

29. yeeres. Againe from the death of Chriſt, to the ouer- ray by Charles 
throw of Hieruſalem, there was 40. yeeres. And from that — a 
generall perſecution, which happened in the fourtie & fixe 
yere, vntill the eightie and ſixe yeere, are accounted fourtie 

yeres: which in the middle yere betweene the eightie foure, 

when that exceeding ſtrange vniting of the Planets (hal ap- 

peare, and the eightie eight, about which time that coniun- 

ction ſhall take his full force. 

Mioreouer, I finde that theſe times, in which thoſe two 

wonderfull coniunctions did appeare, ſixe yeres before the 

birth of Chriſt, and in the daies of Charles the Great, and the 
third and laſt, which ſhall happen before the full expiring of 

ſixe thouſand yeres, the thouſand, ſiue hundred, eightie, & 

foure being at hand doe fill the ſame number. For Cyprian Fe f- 
Teouit ius doth write, that that other vniting of Planets in the ban n 
time of Charles the Great, chaunced in the yere ſeuen hun- 6H before 
dred, cightic and nine, after the natiuitie of Chriſt. If to e nariuirie of 
this numberiſo maniemoe were added, the yeeres woulde 2 * i 
bee one thouſande, fiue hundred, ſeuentie and eight. 5e — 

a G 3 Now 
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Of the ſecond e Kt V Chriſt, 
lixe 


ſecondro the ef! Nou if to LEND were added thoſe lixe yceres before Chriſt 
— 3 was borne, whenthe firſt of cheſe tluee coniunctious haps 
ther , male pened, there ſnall ariſe (counting from the Natiuitie of 
fall number of Chriſt, as it were from an effect of the former coniunction) 
150%. the ſame number of yeeres in full quantitie agreeing with 
that dreadfull yeere; eightie foure, abouc a thouſande fiue 
hundred: onely that firſt, from tlislaſt, which is to come, 
differing thoſe hxe yeres before Chriſts birtn. 
I confeſſe my ſelte not to bee skilfull in Aſtronomie, al- 
though I doe greatly eſteeme that Arte (if ĩt bee ſoberly v- 
ſed, and not vainely abuſed: ) which ſome, becauſe they are 
not acquainted there with (as common it happeneth)doe 
not onely deſpiſe; dut alſo with euill wordes, becauſe it is a- 
buſed by ſome, deface. But if the writing of Leeuitius, and 
which was a great while before his time, In Stoeffler, and 
other Aſtronomers iudgements of thoſe rare Coniunctions 
of all the Planets in the ende of waterie 7 r-gon be true: (as 
certes I beleeue, and verily perſwade my ſeife! I ſay plainly, 
it is a thing greatly to be maruelled at, that thoſe collations 
of times (in which the Lord God either hath beſtowed ſin- 
gular benefites vpon his Church, and alſo wi 1 beſtowe, or 
altred kingdomes, and will alter) by ſuch a certaine woon- 
derfull equalitie, & quantitie of numbers ſhould aunſwere 
berweene themſelues, euen as thoſe reaſons of Aſtrono- 
| mers in euerie reſpect haue done. Of which it is euident- 
ly gathered, that the Lorde G OD by a ſingular proui- 
dence and eternall counſell, doeth guide and gouerne 
all things. And alſo it is plainely to be ſeene, that he hath 
made the Starres, and the courſe of them to bee as it were 
clockes of his eternall counſell, and gouernments of ſuch 
Gs thinges in his Church, and Common weales, euen as the 
Praiſe of Afro Lord God alſo doeth witneſſe himſelfe, that choſe lights in 
b the Firmament of heauen ſhould be for ſi ignes of times, 6c 
Gen. 1. daies, and yeeres. | 
| And therefore from theſe thinges doe cunningAſirono- 
mers fetche their conjectures, ; becauſe through a certaine 


order 


order'which the ſtartes dokeepe.they haue by long vſe ob. 
ſerued vere many thinges, that ſo from a true obleruation 
of principles, they may bring foortly generall coniectures, 
whole euents doe maruellouſty agree together. And that 
there is a eertaine order, or a true eourſe of the ſtarres; that 
wonderful agreeing together fyeeres, eontinually in great 
altetation of kingdames, & Religion, which hath bin mar- 
ked , is a great proofꝭ : as by that which is already ſpoken, 
may, and hereafter ſhal more plainly appeatecfruly as often 
as Iconſider theſe things} am hot oniy exceedingly wiou- 
bled in mind, but as it wWete ompelled to belecue; that that 
eſpecial time of the end di chis Vrlde is nigh at hand be- 
cauſe the Lord among vᷣcher things allo hath giuen vs cer 
taine tokens, to wit, that afore his comming there ſlial be a 


darkening of the ſunne and Moone that the qualities of the 


heauens ſhalbe troubled : By whictvwordes no doubt hee 
would ſignifie, that the whole Firmament of ſtarres ſnoulde 
be altered, and as it were threaten a deſtruction. ä 
— YON 29912 N C HiA'P 1 1&8, KO OHA 

An application of hiſtories, and other tefiimontes,with a ſhort 

1 00 1.) ,2reperrtton if that which is ſpote. 


F277 Herefore,in my iudgement herein is conteyned 

2 G's a wonderfull myſterie, yea greater than maye be 
* ph vttered by anie mortall man, in that our merci- 
full Father ( if anie credite may be giuen t 2ſ«- 
thematitians) to theſe three times betweene thoſe two 
thouſande yeeres'of the laſt age, which (according to 
Elias Proheſie) were appointed to Chriſt, hath annexed 
the ſanie Coniunction of all che Planets, vnder the ſame 
ſignes . Becauſe, if theſe Mathematicall obſeruations, 
together with that agreement of times alreadie ſpoken 
of, were compared with the Propheſies of the Prophets 
of Chriſt, and of Faul, we ſhall finde a maruellous con- 
ſent of all theſe thinges. Which thing by the Prophetes, 
by 
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Of the comming 40 a 
of Chriſt into the nernment ſhould bee taken, not onelie from the ſtocke of 


YT Of the ſecond e of Chrift, 

by Chriſt, and by the Apoſtles, the Starres ſignifying the 
ſame through the vnſpeakeable loue of God towardes his 
Church, is therefore done, that theſe three times „Aas it were 
by a moſt neceſſarie obſeruation, ſnould be marked, to wit, 
about what time Chriſt tooke ypon him our nature; alſo a- 


Three eſpecial! bout v hat time, by the comming of Antichriſt, the true do- 
iimes 10 le noted Stine of Chriſt was obſcured; and that ſonne of perdition 


obteyned the chiefe place in the Church and Empire ofthe 
worldezand ſmally, about what time that glorious coming 
of the Sonne ot God to iudgement is to be looked for, Bur 
that we may the heter open theſe things, let ys conſider after 
what manner the euentes of thoſe tVo former times haue 
happened, in which the ſame conſtellation of the Starres, 
according to the opinion of Cyprian te uitius, did come, that 
of thoſe two paſt ye may the better iudge of that moſt ioy - 
full comming of the Sonne of God, tu all his elect, and may 
certainely perſw ade our ſelues, that he wil make haſte, and 
come ſhortlie, and with ſpeede: and alſo let vs conſider that 
time, in which the ſame conſtellation ſhall appeare againe, 
which was twiſe afore, & in multitude of yeres(as is aboue- 
ſaide) is like thoſe paſ i. nn ng 

When the godly about Chriſtes time did ſee, that the go- 


HDauid, but alſo from the Iemes, and tranſlated to ſtraunge 
Rulers; to wit, to the houſe of Antipater the Idumite, no 
doubt they ſuppoſed that Chriſtes comming into the fleſh, 
was then at hand, and the rather they did ſo think, becauſe 


Tacobthe Patriarch had long afore propheſied, that The /rep- 


ter ſhould nut be talen from Tuds , nor the Captaine from lerweent 
bis feete, vntillgilo came ; or he n hich mai te be ſent. And alſo 
thoſe ſeuentie weekes of Daniel drewe wel to an end, which 
being expired, the Ruler ofthe people ſnould ſhew himſelfe; 
Neither did that vndoubted hope deceiue the godlie: for 
the Sonne of God Chriſt at that time tooke our fleſi vpon 
him truelie and indeede, he was a ſacrifice fot our finnes, & 
roſe from death for our deliuerance, ſo that thoſe * 

es 


'* 8romfortabledFeaurſe.” 21 


Lies were fu 
al che ſexes though 


dreamed ſhould be 


ir, g ſhould. bee borne, whicl 
4mightic monarch, & rule ouer the 


of Veſßaſun, the fourth. Chapter. 112% 2d 0; „nit 
Lkewiſe Saint Paule did foretell a moſt certaine argu- 


mentofthe comming of the ſanne of perdition · For in che f. — 
time of Paul, there were ſotne in ſo wicked an opinion, that Fuer. 


they thought the comming of the Lorde euen then to bee 
nigh at hand: whom paule endeuoureth to bring from that 
exrour, teaching that the Lorde ſhould not come, before 
that wicked man, an enimie to God: were firſt reuealed, and 
that he ſhould not be reuealed, except firſt that ancient and 
preſent Empire of me were vtterly aboliſhed, Which thing 


he doeth ſigniſie in theſe words, ſaying: Bee onely which kee- 2. Theſ.a. 


eth, let hum holde preſently, vntill be L taken æway, and then that 


wicked may ſball be diſcleſed. Hirrome folowed the ſame 6 8 — v 


writing vnto Algaſa, in this manner: Que cauſa ſit, Oc. 
is: Leu know very yell hat the cauſe u, that Antichriſt nos pre- 
ſently commeth not. Re will not lainely ſaie, that the Romane Em. 
pire mull be deftroied, which he geuerneurs thereof (uppoſe ſhall 
continue for euer. M hereef it i, that arcordin gte ohns Reuelation, 
in the forebead of that purpled harlot, there is written 4 name of 
bla hemie, of enerlaitin [4 Rome For i hee bad plainely It aid, An. 
cichriſt ſhall not came, except firft the Romane Empire be aboliſhed, 
4 iuſt cauſe there might ariſe of perſecuting the Eait Church which 
then we, And alittle after he ſaith: The Romane empire, which 
now keepeth all nations in ſubteftion mut be ouerthrowen,and then 


ſhall Antichriſt come, the fountaine of. iniquitie. The ſame doth - 
Tertullian obſerue in his treatiſe of the Reſurrection of the we, "Jo 
fleſh: and Le#anrm, in his ſeuenth booke, and 2 5 Chapter . 


of inſtitutions, 
But if wee would compare the propheſie of Paul, with 


the deedes of Charles the Great, wee ſhall find that propheſie chli rhe 
inthoſe daies maruellouſlie to haue taken effect, and then Gree. 


the ancient Empire ofthe Romaenes altogether to haue come 
: H to 


uy expired, tooke ahpir-effe&;.. And that then, 
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Anno, 1534. 


| the ſecond. comming of Cbriſt, 

mph, and che title of the Empire, which was the ima 
e beaſt, to be tranſlated to the Frenchmen, and Germenes” 
afterwardes by litle and litle eſpecial 


* 


| iallieto haue come to 
the Pope of Rome, which at that time began plainelie to 
ſhew himſelfe to be verie Antichriſt, & that damnable child: 
Becauſe he was not ohelie content to bee imac, or the 
head of the vniuerſall Church (as Phocas before abone two 
hundred yeeres had appointed him) but alſo the Lorde of 
Lordes. For Charles now being annointed & crowned Emz 
erdur by the Pope, ( becauſe he had luckilie overcome He- 
Flerins king ofthe Longeberdiant, whick ambitiouſtie ſought 
the Emperourſhip of all 7:die-Yand' afterwardes his ſonte 
Eodouicns Pin, from whence alſo hee receiued that name to 


dee called Lodiwike the godlie, the Ramanes granted vnto him 


the ment both of Rome, and of manie other pro- 
uinces: and this hath _ yolateran in the Acts of Pipin, 
and of the Emperours, faithfully eommitted to poſterities 
by writing, So the power and malice of the Biſhops increa- 
fing by litle and litle, the whole world eame vnder their ſub- 
iection, and all Emperours, Kings, and Princes became as it 
were their Clients, or( as I may fay) their vaſſals;and they yet 
in name, the ſeruants of ſlaues: but in deed as it were chiefe 
Monarches of all kings ſeruing at their beckes . Of theſe we 


haue a notable teſtimonie of that moſt noble and worthie 


Selicburgan Archbiſhop” Eberbardus, which about the yeere 
of our Lord i 2 4 0. in the opencouncelles of the King, is re- 
ported to haue ſpoken theſe wordes enſuing: Flames illi 
Babylonie regnare cupiunt, edc. That is, Theſe Babylonian prieftes 


fol.684. & eg. dere to raigne,equals they cannot abrde:they wil not leaue off vntill 


Law they baue troden all thinges vnder their frote, and fit in the temple 


of God, and lee exalted abone all that which is worſhipped'. Their 
defire of riches. , and thirſtſor preferment , is vnſatiable . The more 


you e to 4 couetous man, the more hee (AN . Shews your finger, 


and hee will deſire the hande. Through libertie wee are all the worſe; 
He which is the ſeruãt of ſeruants,coneteth to be the Lord of Lords; 
a if hewonl/be Grd himſelfe. The halie aſſemblies and mertings 
3 1 of 
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he le compelled ro giut an arcount of cheſerhinges vhich alailie bee 


deeth more and helle wonderfull", 
King her on area ns bes” 


225 olfe > We thim blaues, bis 

wack wr he e ee flows erb. This 
Sar — Is alled_Anriohrift; in whoſe forehead it ts 

8 med, and cannot erre: le farerb in the Temple 
Sed, and brarevh ſwaie farreand nude. But uit is in holy Seripture: 
He which readethi let him vnderſtand. 1h leamed fratl vn- 
deritand, ali the vngodly ſhall doe wic helllie, and ſhall no * 

t 


And a little after Roman mateflas populi cc. The maigſie of 


A deferi 


Lan —— er ue] Ei 4 thudew ./ Ten 
hangs ave ruhen; , which bane diuideil riu woride, ſametime the 


Empire Ye, 10 for the Wan, bardefirutfies of che ſame, 


S.. 

Finallle Alo, enen as che Pope-in power and authoritie | 
hath increaſed;felikewifcia hlaſphemies and impictic hath 
heabourided:mſomuch that at len — 2 the 
power of God, inuerted the face of᷑ all true Religion: and 
defiled the ſame with his filth⁊ which thing no wiſe mã can 
denie. Therefore doeth he ſit in the of God, cha- 222 
lenging to him ſeife the authoritie of the higheſt: : and as any vom of the 
Paul ſpeaketh, boaſting himſelfe to be God, as maybee: PRE, 
prooued by the Decrees and Decretals of the popes i any 
man thinke we ſay not the trueth. Heare what his moſt im- 
pudent fauourers on his behalfe haue reported: The Pope 
(ſay they) is called ar it were wonderfull, from Pape the interiectiõ 
of woondering, becauſe he is chriſtes vicar and Gods, whoſe theſui - 
_ 0 f the earth it. And Iohn Andr. vpon this worde erer 

H 2 


of 


Romane people, which ſometime ruled the 8 a 4 


the eur the Empire is returned ina. A ſia. * 
foal 1 welt BY be in ſubicttvon, 
A, che cheefe power of thing, ly munie halbe fea 
* not ſay rothe, ciuillliſſention ee 7. 
either hall we perceiue — ef bloudie bartels . The Em- 
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eee Clement Papa dictus eff que 
| i} END ora 3 * Pepe i ee WIA 
| anal, yeathe de- \thefulnefſenfporect . Alſo 7 h of r 
. 1. ſaithgre in ſprevcudllanettont; N conperdil lis bach the chiefeſs 
2. Diſt. 44. e 65 Nerer ue Appfile. ata — him a 
mun pariliy God, aud partly man. They call him 754 
ſponſbef the C bucks, themether of the ſauthfull, which runuor erre, 


mloſe voice is beavtent 41 Peters var, and tberefore that he it 
the chic Tudge: 9 chedneſſe, as tha mundetꝭ —— 
ſen the thefe ofthe Hebruts and adulterie oi Taco aue to be 
iudged of none: for there is one & the ſame ſete(ſay they) 
both of God and the p Popes will is ſaide to be a 
1 heauenlic will, and . of, power to change the na- 

ture of things; toapplie chat vnto one, 06, cee to 
to male ſome what. Are nat theſe 


deten 
and ſuch ofthe Canoniſtes, ſormallie recited, mar- 


uellous things, wich with blaſphemous and wicked lippes, 
vnder the perſon, — to Danieli propheſie, 
ſpeake againſt tho God of Gods & And as tha Occidentall 
Empi is hope. in the time of churlenthe greatꝭ vas di- 
uided from the Oricatall;{o-likewiſe-the Empire at Cenflan- 
. rinople, which ſometime was called alſo the Orientall Em- 
— rn So pire of Rome  afterwardes-wasgreatly diminiſhed-by the 
great Turte and Serafins -whoſe power afretwarde increaſed: 

more ang ore, and that mightilie . Afterward; a little be- 

fore the reigtie of Carla — the greatz 

the Tartarian Turtes; by oetaſton they were requeſted to aſ- 

ſiſt che Perſians againſt the Sara, obteyned all Aa: and 

theſe embraſing the Mahometicall fe; — came 
to be of great power. So that theſe two wicked and Anti- 

ehriſtian kingdomes tooke their beginning, when the Ro- 

mane Empire in Phecas time and #eraclins, was impaired, 

and in the reigne of Charles the Great, the Em pire — 

ſubuerted, they dailie more and more mightilie increaſed in 

* this weake & diuided kingdome, whoſe feete were become 

n iron, and 0 of earth. Afterwarde N. 

ACK 
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backflidings, and ſlaughter (which are the properties of The propertiec of 
Aatichriſtians) their ruling and religion was gh 8e Autichriflans, 
the Saimes of G O, by mingling earthlie with heauenlie 
things, were vexed: ai Hi and the Chroni- 
cles of John Auenrine euetie where doe witneſſe: and there- 
fore both of them by the glorious comming of the Lorde, 

— aboliſhed, — ſhall receius one and the ſame deſtru- 
Chg eff nf 11309210. 

I therefore eldlewpabfoleia of allthe & con- 0 of th comming 
firmarion of our faith; tticholyGhoſthath had a great care c :o ing 
to deliuer vnto vs by the Prophetes, certaine foreſignes, by "=" 
which mightbe coniectured, when. the comming of Chriſt 
in the fleſh as nigh at hand: -whoſe comming Doutde: yet 
before the world, baſe and verie ſinple, and yet of ſuffi- 
cient power to ſae our ſonles from tlie heauie curſe & diſ- 

pleaſure of God: andif the holie Ghoſt hath bene ſo care- 
full in giuing to the Church, and che choſen of God, cer- 
taine ſignes aud tokens of the c : Antichriſt : no 
doubt he did the ſame, dharche — ey might ſhunne & 
forſake all his vntrue teachings and blaſphemics,by thehelp 
of Gods word. And — hath the holy Spirit of God 
bene the more diligent to ſhew to the Church manie & ma- 
nifeſt ſignes of the Lords cofartiing to iudgement, that ſo 
he might dtiue vs from all ſecuritie ob this liſe, and wake vs 
out of the deep ſleep of our deadly ſines, lxaſt by the ſpee- 
die comming — the Lord to iudgement daga periſh: 
and that in al afflictions, with which the Church is continu- 
ally vexed, we might haue a ſure truſt and confidence in the 
mercie of God And therefore the donne of God himſelfe 
in the ſaſt preaching before his death, through a great good 
will; gaue vs manie ſignes, and — — — 
his parable from the kigge tree, that beholding thoſe to- 
kens imminent, we ſhould carefully andreadily attend the 
comming of our Bridegroome. For that comming, to all Te end of the 
the godlie and choſen of the Lorde, ſhall bee ioyfull and /c ormming 
comfortable. In which'theSonne of God ſhall appeate in ci. 

H 3 power 


the ſecond comming of C mift, 
power mightie, in glorie wonderfall, and ſhewe himſelſe toi 
his foes terrible, to vs comfortable; to them ſeuere; gentle 
to vs; tothem a iudge and condemner, to vs an aduocate: 
and redeemetʒ to them amenimie and. d to vs an aſ⸗ 
ſured friend & defender: ſo that he ſfall recompenſe them 
with fire continuall among the diuels, but vs he ſhal reward 
with his fauour perpetualiyin the ſocietie of Angels, & ce- 
leſtiall habitation . And therefore doeth eel call that dan 
of the Lord a great day, and tettibie (tothe wicked) when 
all from the worlds creation, Malbe made to ſtande before 
RE the tribunall ſeate of Gd. TID Þ 1 
— — tk rebeer- Abone I haue ſhewed, that the chiefeſt ſigne / of the com- 
— 2 ming of the Sonne of man was the preachingof the Goſ- 
pell, which Paul termetk the ſpirite of the Lordes mouth. 
Alſo Thaue declared how that ſigne is euident in theſe dais, 
and that Antichriſt by che breath of the mouth of the Lord, 
is ouerthrowen and ſtrangled with Linnen , as Sthyl Ertthred 
ſpeaketh (that is, with interpretations of holie Scriptures, 
imprinted in paper made of Linne) it is manifeſtto al god - 
lie men, and inſtructed in true religion. Now hat other 
thing remaineth, but the conſummation of the world, and 
that glorious. comming of the Lorde, by which that wic 
ked and damned ſonne ſhall: bee aboliſhed , according to 
Chriſtes wordes 2'Hitherto that Coniunction of all Planets 
which was alittle before the birth. of Chriſt, and in the time 
of Charles the Great, in the beginning both of the Tarkes 
tyrannicall dominion, and the Popes Antichriſtian religion, 
which ſhall enſue verie ſhortly , doeth belong . As if the 
Lordewoulde ſay: Beholde the chiefeſt ſigne of my com- 
ming: according to my promiſe, the preaching of the Go- 
ſpel is come alreadie, you ſee the power of Antichriſt my 
ſworne enimie is greatly weakened , nowe ſhall you {ce the 
ſignes in heauen, which foretolde my former comming in 
in the fleſh, and the comming of my aduerſarie, by which 
you may gather my cõming, wherby I wil vtterly aboliſh his 
viurped gouernement, and abandon him from the godlie, 
1 to 


comfortable diſcourſe. 224 
to that bottornies pit of Hell. And therfote take you heed, & 
becircumſpe&;forthetime of your deliuerance is at lande. 
Neither can we doubt (ſich the ſtarres are of the Lord God 
ereated for fignes to vs) but that that maruellous conjun- 
ion of the planets doth foreſnew a wonderful andincredi- 
dle alteration of al things. And whar other change may we 
looke for, Epray yon, but euen the vtter deſtruction of the 
world,and the triumphant appearing of the Lorde ? For the 
fixe thouſand yeere, which'is the laſt day, drawetl+to the e- 
nening : courſe of times, and their foretolde ag It, de- 
clare the ende to be at hand: the preaching of the Goſpell 
ſhineth, the Pope of Rome by the breath of the Lorde pe- 
riſheth, and we are in religion colde, careleſſe, & contemne 
his Preachers, which the Lorde God cannot ſuffer long to 
goe vnpuniſhed. Alſo this fearefull ĩnelinatiom of the ſtars, 
the dailic talke of warres, the direfull ciuill contentions, the 
lamentable diſſention ia religion ; the great plagues, the 
miſerable hunger, the ſtrange tempeſtes, the wonderfull ri- 
ſings of the dea, and other ſignes, which manie times haue 
come after the preaching of the Goſpell, & dailie doe more 
and more increaſe, ate out of all doubt the euident ſignes 
of the worldes ſpeedie ouerthrowe, and haſtie comming of 
our Lord lefas Chrifl the Sonne of God to iudge the quick 
and the dead. 

CHAP. 6. 


Of the fifteene hundred yeeres after the A 
poſtlet times, vntill the aft 


iudgement. 


niere are beſides theſe, manie other verie ſweet & 
Ar probable coniectures of the ſodain comming of 
the Lord to iudgement, which conteine manie 
ind profitable inſtructions, and will be wonders Ne fare of Come: 
full and-ſtrange perchaunce to manie, for the ſmall conſi- anne. per- 
deration they haue of them: which if they were wel weyed, pf I 
might bring vs into a great admiration of Gods 9 Arift, 5. polu. 
if dnn 5 t 


4 Of the ſicond comming of Chrif?, 
Itis wel knownetoallthe learned and not doubted, but al 
gouernements, according to the princes of Philoſophie, 
Plarees and Ariſsotels doctrine, haue their gertaine concluſi- 
Every five hun · Ons. And it may be for truth that every fiue hundred yeers, 
| Ss here there happen wonderfull alterations both in religion, and 
— commonweales: as: there appeared three in Moſes. king- 
euery Common- dome. For from the coming out of Aegypt, vntill Salomon, 
weale. there was about fine hundred yeeres : from thence, vnto the 
_ _— captiuitie of Baihylon, other five hundred: and from the re- 
the Feviſh Con. turning vnto the laſt ſubuerſion, ſiue hundred moe. Which 
monpeale. laſt periode doeth greatly agree with thoſe ſeuen weekes of 
Sexen veekes Daniel, becauſe they are in number foure hundred, foure- 
* ſcore, and ten yeeres. And therefore by a briefe marking of 
the times and things brought to paſſe, we will make it eui- 
dent, that the laſt ſiue hundred yeres fro the Apoſtles time, 
The Monerch;, fully ſpould be expired in this Monarchy of the Pope, which 
of the Pope, now threateneth a great ruine, and perchaunce, an vtter 
downefall about the eightie eight, and ninetie three yeere, 
the former inclinations of the Starres, and other enſuing, 
forcſhewing direfull things euen vntill the ſixth thouſande 
and one hundred yeere. Which Monarchie is called of John 
Apo. a. in his Reuelation, The image of the beaſt, by reaſon of a cer- 
taine likeneſſe it hath with the olde Monarchie, | which by 
the like tirannie againſt the Chriſtians , and manner of go- 
uernment by their Eccleſiaſticall Senate, and by their ſecular 
power (as they ſay) to the ſatisfieng of their mindes, in op- 
preſsing the Chriſtian veritie, through all the worlde they 
doe exerciſe. So that by agreat and infallible ſuppoſition, 
it may bee gathered, that the noble comming of the Sonne 
of God is nigh at hande: ſith the preaching of the Goſpel 
now goeth before, by which this Monarchie hauing his au- 
thoritie from the Dragon at length ruinous beginneth to 
ſtoupe, but can not vtterly be aboliſhed, according to Paules 
| doctrine, vntill the Lord come for altogether. For by hiſto- 
Lab dhe gun ties we know Jahn the Exengelift to haue liued longer time 
ul. than anie of the Apoſtles, and to haue written his Goſ 5 
| Epheſus, 


# 
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zpbeſin, and aftetx aide v hen as none ofthe n Enſebiun 
vo not manie daies alore᷑ lining. Ir is well nomen, chat he 
was ſent of Demitian intothe Iſland Parbmofs where he com- 
mitted his Reuelation to writing, and that was about h 
daies of Traian the Emperour, which the hundred yeere Traien che kerl 
from Chriſtes natiuitie beeing adopted by Netua, came to prronr. l 
the 'Empetiall throne, from whom, for cauſes enſuing, I 
will begin to tecite three notable chaun ges and alterations, 7 _— 
both-in Religion, andi in the Empire, e from / N in the 
che other, according to the true account of yeeres, but ſiue 23 yeeres 
hundred yeeres a peeceQ. Feen he nataij- 
Nou theſe hundred yceres from the birth of Qhril, vn⸗ 1 22 7 1 
do the time of Traian, being expired, ſo ſtrange things and Traian the E- 

miraculous both in the Church and common wales hap- 
pened, as from the beginning ofthe world, ſuch & ſo great 
neither haue, neither ſhall come to paſſe, except onely in the 

comming of the Lorde, at what time hee ſhall call the dead 
before his tribunall ſeate that ſo the whole vngratious 

worlde may bee brought vnto perpetuall ſhame ,and the 
vertuous to euerlaſting glorie. For firſt our I orde and Sa- 
uiour Chriſt was borne of a virgine, perfect man, the A gſſias The birth of 
promiſed to the Patriarkes, the Sonne of one ſubſtance with chf. 
— Father, by whom God hath made of nothing, 
all tkinges both in heauen aboue, andi in earth below, & re- 
deemed mankind, which was fallen: from ſinne and wicked- 
nes. For iwthe behalfe of vs all, hee hath ſuffered a moſt re- 
prochfull death vpon the croſſe tothe end that death and 
the diuell being vanquiſhed. he might rid all beleeuers ſrom 
eternall den ade the intollerable yoke of Satan, He hath 
alſo riſen like a conquerour in N from the dead, & aſ- 
cended into heauen, that he might prepare a waie for vs to 
his almightie father z whoſe anger by his righteoulnes hee 
had appeaſed,and reconciled him to ys: 

\ Finally alſo, at the feaſt of Pentecoſt God miraculouſly, 
and without meane (according as it was long aſore promi- 


ſed by the Prophets) did powre out his holie ſpirite full — 
I 


— 


F 


Of the ſecond comming of Chrift, = 
and goodn poltles;that in all nation 


grace Ines7vpon his-Apoltles;rhi 
they might be able to glorifie God and in every language 
declare their meſſage of glad tiding : which maugre the de- 
The eck ui & his adherents, (notwithſtanding the outragiobscruel- 
ff. ties of Nero and Demitian,) was by the Apolites preached, & 
| - publiſhed thoronghout all the world,” - 105 #2 7 7 
Il minde not to proſecute euery thing particularly which 
hath happened in common: weales frõ the birth of Chriſt, 
vnto the hundred yecre after the ſame , at which time 7a. 
ian firſt receiued the Emperiall diademe, leaſt by meanes, 
(contrarie to my purpoſe) l enter into the diſcourſe of too 
long and tedious a hiſtorie . Amongeſt other thinges, 
FX - thoſe wordes foreſpoken of Chriſt and the Prophetes, tou- 
Techem i ching the ouerthrowe and vtter deſtruction of the lewes 


all 


CT be th and Hieruſalem, are fulfilled : and alſo vnder Traian the Em- 


tine of Traian. 


which was the ſeuenth from Nero, the laſt of the ſtocke of 
Caan, from whom lohn beginneth to number the ſeven 
Eings, which were the ſeuen heads of the beaſt, And there- 
fore he ſaieth: zeſlia, m vidifti, fur, cu 2 eff: that is, Ihe 

' bedit'which thou ſaweft , was , and i net :that is, The Romane 
Empire, is, but not ſuch an Empire, as that was which came 
of the ſtocke of Ceſar; : and decaied when Nerua died. And 
no in the time of H.mitian, of thoſe ſeuen, five were dead: 
but the ſeuenth which was Nero, was not yet come, And, 
cu venerit, oportet eum breue tempus manere, nec din nmperare ? 
n hen bee commeth, hes muſt tarie a ſort time, and gonerne but 4 
male: which alſo came to paſſe, becauſe he reigned but one 
2 yecre - 
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yeere and three moneths. But Trasan was the ei pani- 
arde no Roman borne and adopted by the ty Wien. 
fore to thæ purpoſe faith the Ange to Ieh in this manner: 
e148; the beaft which was go wit, the & mane Empire Es 
new ty andi 14 net the Remane, but « Remane Spantsh Empire, 1s ce- x = 
ftauus erit, He thaltet 7 eight from Ner-, Et e Ke Js And The 4 ON oh 
of. the ſe enench ge vita. ed of Nerua. | 

- 'Wherefore beeauſe of this alteration in the Empire and 
2 eee yo 
jefr Rulers and Apoſtles were dead, wee will here begin 
to account the firſt ſiue hundred yeeres euẽ ynto the daies 
dae eee een in the 602, & 604- 
2 ow Chriſtes u 


egarie the great, not manie yeeres 1 — 5 — 


e Patriarch of nene ambiciouſlic ſought 
8 or chieſe Bilboppe of the reſt · About chis 
time the Romane Empire was much weak ned, & che Turke eke 
began to be of power. | Py 
Ihe firſt periode may well be referred to ibe Church of | 
Chriſt, in e e asit were, ſhee ſuffered a moſt 
1 rſecution of the Romane Empire that cruell 
ie beaſt, and had manic godlie and learned men, 
me —— moſte dangerous and continuall confictes A ech 
for the ouerthrowe of hereſies, and yet notwithſtanding by ſiſ brixger in of 
lzrle and little manie Ceremonies were brought into the cee, ico 


Church, hy hich at length the was maruellouſſy pollu the Church, 
the chie bringer of thoſe ceremonies into ALF e 
was Gregerie the great, vntil goniface, by the helpe of Phocas, amichviſt. 
did plainly declare himſelfe to be Antichriſt in deede. 


Na this tire, vntil the reigne of Henm the fourch, 52 
1 ee Ned of ſiue 5 hag d yeeres: in which al chf 


2 orders of e all d 


naes ſuperſtition, _ | 


kednes can. e 40 
"I 2 | of perfeftion, 


Of the ſeomuloonming Wein,” 
of Heurie, that impietie came to ti] perblgencn as alſo after- 
warde did the Turkes — bl Before a- 
bout à two hundred and fiſtie yceres numbering from pb. 
cuthe Emperor, which — — in the 
| . . . dates of the Emperors, the hope of Rome was licenſed to 
The Popelicen- be a ciuill Magiſtrate, receiued his chiefe authoritie from 
ſedroveaciuil! Pipine, and afterwardesfrom Charles the Great, and Todeui be 
Aue. the godlie, and was indued with many prouinces, — 
| er with double power, wich botifirordes bun 
tie( asthey fay) and Laitie; which he obteine 


the Spiritual 
vnder the pretẽce of Religion: and cherefore Iehn in his Re- 


Apocal13- - yelatio giueth to this beaft two hornes like vnto the Lambe. 
About which time botlpthe Tarkiſh Empite (as in his place 
Wesen it is faide)dailic ivertafet;and the ond Remane Empire cõ- 
virg. nuallie decayed, and was divided into che Orientall and 


14 Bes inuention. ne deed, Yetnotwithſtariding the Occidentall 
| Lib.4.cap.10. Emperors in reſpect of the other, had full power to create, 
Ela ge s, andconfirme what Biſhops they woold, But in the time of 
Meth the be Hei the fourth that order was altogethet changed: be- 
und his ſured cauſe the Biſhops at the length had brought vnto heſclues 

enthoritie all 1 authoritie, both of —.— and chooſing 
Krantr. ib. 5. anewe Fcdlſrltica 


0 crowning Dries.  Avainſtth this vnſ — foe anbitis 
power of the Pope, did forthe mainteining of his 
periatl authoritie, accordiog to the decret vf his father 
72 ad Hemi the black, though in other things he did ouermuch 
* 2 fubmit himſelfe to the popes àuthoritie, Heurie the fourth 
Julie z head ſtoutlie (as became a good Emperour) refiſt. For which 
o fie hundred càuſe, afterwarde Pays Hildebrande offierwile called Gre 
. Fe nie the ſetienth, a wicked and infamous: Maßzician, Aid 
tie 26 doe whet 23 excommunicate him, and rayſed greate and grieuous 
e warres againſt him by others, in ſo much that diſ- 


icing him, hee choſe a newe Emperour named le 


| IL Im 
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to whome hee ſenta crowne of golde, with this inſcription: 
Petra dedit Petro, Petrus diadema Rodulphe But at length 
vanquiſhed by Heare, hauing loſt his right hand, he died 
miſerably. 24:9 ny HH | 0 

But Henrie being dead, when as now the ſecond periode 
of fine hundred yeeres, from the time of Phoca was per- 
fectly finiſned, the vngodly Pope by his crafte and ſubrittie 
at the beginning of his reigne obteined eaſilie of Henri the 
fifth (too wicked a ſonne for ſo godlie a father) all his de- 
fire . So that that diuine Reuelation of Toh» did fully take 
effect, becauſe that image of the Beaſt with two hornes Apoc. iz. 
doeth exerciſe all the power of the former Beaſt ; and cal- 

leth all Kinges his ſonnes and ſlaues, and earneſtlie doeth 

keepe the manner of the Gentiles in all kinde of idolatrie, 

onely having altered the name of things. Laſtly alſo to this | 

image of the beaſt by the Dragon (becauſe he ſpeaketh like — 

a Dragon) that power is giuen, that he may quicken the o- 

ther image of the Beaſt, that is this Germanicall Empire, 

which rather ought to be termed aſhadow of the olde Em- 

pire, than an image of the ſame . For the Pope did giue life 

to the image of the Beaſt, by his election. For vnleſſe the 

pope did confirme the election, none was:worthie of the 

name of an Emperour. Therefore vnder the pretence of 

the keyes of the kingdome of heauen, this vngracious fel- 

lowe hath maruellouſly abuſed this power of the Dragon: 

which power,now by the preaching of thegoſpel;through 

the grace of God, doeth threaten an vtter and laſt deſtrac- 

tion :'whoſe longeſt terme of fine hundred yeeres, about 

the yeere, 2 thouſand, ſixe hundred (or thereabout) is fully Amo 1600, 

finiſhed. Wherefore (ſith this damnable childe and the J- 
5 e of the Beaſt, with the Dragon in that perfect wicked- 
neſſe muſt be eut off, and eaſt headlong into hell:) a grea 
andinfallible argument it is, and agreeing to Gods. worde, 
and to the courſe of time, that this certaine computation 
of yeeres doth ſigniſie the Lords comming to be yerie nigh 

18 6 n 
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ned) by litle and litle brought in, are conſidered, and with- 


of the aue comming oof Cbrift, 


CHAP. 7. 
ef things pe dlreadie, things to came are 
maruellouſlie gathered. 


7 5d that which bath bin ſpoken, as wellasa briefe 
annotation of rimes, A things that haue bene 
done, could ſhew, it after a ſortappeareth, how 
er the death of #cavie the fourth the Pope 
became the chiefe Monarch of al the world, ruled al kings, 
and obteined all authoritie of chooſing Biſhops. Alſo how 
that third Periode of ſiue hundred yeres, about the yere of 
our Lord, one thouſande and ſixe hundred ſhould bee fully 
perfect, that ſo without all doubt, we may looke fora newe 
Metamorphoſis of theſe things, if things to come, may wel 
be gathered of things paſt alteadie. And what other I be- 
ſeech you, can we tooke for, but euen that which was ſeene 
and hearde of John in his Revelation, from him whichlare 
on the throne among che foure and twentie Elders? ſaying: 
Behelde, I make all thin ngi new, « nen beenen, 4 new earth, beholde 


| the Tubirnatle of God ith men, and he ſhall dwell with them, c 


they ſhall be his people, and le ſtall bed Grd with them, enen their 
6-4; But when thoſe vngodlie decrees & blaſphemies u hich 
the Romanes, from the fiſtie ſeuen, vnto the thouſande one 
hundred yeere (in all the time that Heurie the fourth reig- 


all compared with our daies, we hall finde all thoſe chi 
continuallie 0 haue had (as it were peculiarly) their fu 
hundred yeres a peece, 3 in my judgement, by 5 
times pait, Land 51 
med, ro thinke the Full and morſe nile of al vngodlines t 0 

gh at hand, after which ſnall enſue that perpetu: 
ung world zin which the Lord God ſhal reigne kr 


„ due ie trueth, and in mercie for euer. 


"Ir the time of \Zenrie,(as out of hiſtories we gather bee 


Decrees df the Biſhops were publiſhed: firſt, that the Empe- 
rours 


 - . #comfortabledi{courſe.' 28 
rours ſhoulde haue no authoritie to chooſe Biſhops, nor 5:5el:ew 
Pope:for which cauſe, the ſenate of Cardinals, vhich had the K 45.5. 1 
ſame power, was inſtituted and preferred to great honour. 2 : <8 
Then alſo they tooke-vpon them to chooſe and refuſe Em- 5,2 45%, 
perours at their pleaſure, as plainly appeared by Hildebrand: 
electing of N. dulph & diſplacing of Henry. Moreouer, vnder 
rour, that horrible idolatrie of the worſhipping, 
carrying about of the bread came into the Church. 
_ - Latthe,mtheyeere one thouſand xciij al the lawes of the 4 1033. 
Popes were gathered and ſet foorth by one Inon B,of Carnot. 
And therefore no doubt, bur the Lord God alſo at his cer- 
taine time, will bring to naught, cut off, & by his coming to 4 
iudgement, to the perpetual ſhame of al Papiſts, vtterly abo- 
liſh all that impietie and ickedneſſe, which the deuil by his 
miniſters to the reproch of God, hath cauſed, increaſed, and 
cofirmed, For we haue enſamples both in the people of the 
Iewes, and Gentiles. For when as their ſuperſtition, and ob- 
ſtinate vngodlines was come to perfection, then ſprang vp 
the true doctrine and preaching of the Goſpell, by which 
their falſe doctrine was reprooued: yet in the meane while 
through the iuſt & horrible diſpleaſure of God againſt thẽ, 
moſt grieuouſly were they plagued: euen as alſo happened 
to the lewes, by Hieruſalems deſtruction, and alſo to other 
natiõs, and laſtly to Rome, in the miſerable ſpoyling of the 
Gothes and Vandalles. 1 455 
But if the time ſince the preaching of the Goſpell were 
well marleed, we ſhal ſee moſt euident beginnings of the ru- 
ine & ouerthrow of che Pope, & Papaſie, which perchance 
either ſhall goe before the laſt ende of time, or elſe in that 
third ſpace of fiuc hundred yeres, or ſomw hat after, by the 
Lords comming ſhall come to naught. So do I perſwade my 
ſelfe, thinke you what you wil, at your pleaſure, and yet take 
heede ye thinke not falſely, But if in other places I erre, the 
matter is not great. For it is certaine out of the worde of 
God., that this error (hal not long continue. For Chriſt is the 


yeric truth & cannot erre. But let vs note what hath 2 
* | an 


this Empero 
and 
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An aumonition A 


Ss 
: 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 

and daylie doerh happen among Chriſtians in this our 
and plainely and euideritly we ſhall ſee all things (foreſpo- 
ken)to haue, and daylie ro come to paſſe, about this yerie 
time of fine hundred yeeres. For we haue a notable exam- 
In ihe fourth pe· ple hereof in the Electors, and States of the Empire, which 
1eJo/ 50297% in the yeere one thouſand, ſiue hundred, fiftie eight, (which 
ebe was about the ſiue hundred yeere after the Popes beganne 
wealenrd verie their tyrannie ouer Kings and Princes) did chooſe Ferdinan- 
much. dus the Emperour, maugre the Pope and for euer diſanul- 
3 1 In led that decree of the Cardinals; for the confirmation of 
Slate, and Eice. his election. How (I beſeech you) hath Zotharing a Guiſian 
20195 haue refu- Cardinall in France, and Granuellw another Cardinall in Zel- 
ſed 10 obey abe gia, for all their Cardinalſhips, preuailed in their laboring to 
22 4 Confirmethe Popes authoritie, and to bring in the Spaniſh 
Frong te inquiſition? Haue not the Frenchmen, and Belgians, by 
Frenchme æſſo. that meanes rather rebelled againſt them, and caſte from 
their ſhoulders that intollerable yoke of the Popes bodage? 
By which no doubt it is euident that the ſpace of fine hun- 
dred yeeres in which the Cardinals bare the ſwaye, is nowe 
paſsing, and will ſnortly be expired, euen as the other pee- 
uiſh and idolatrous doctrine of the Papiſtes, is wel, and to 

their perpetuall praiſe, baniſhed out of the dominions o 

manie good kings and princes. 1 2033 01 
nd now ye Princes, deale wiſclie, and with indgement 
m Prince, cõſider, how that Antichriſt of Rome hath moſt ſhamefully 
abuſed your authoritie, to the ſuppreſsing of the truth, and 
perſecuting of innocents. Beare in minde hiowe long ou 

haue bene miniſters and ſlaues to that bloudie Beaſt, in cru- 

cifieng Chriſt againe in his members. Be learned ye Iudges 

As admonition Of the earth, be ſorie for theſe things, Serne the Lord in fears, 

1 7udges, and reioyce with trembling. For the horrible day of the Lord 

. hangs vpon your ſhoulders. Therefore kiſſe the Sonne, leaft he 

be angrie, and ſo ye periſh : when his furie ſhalbe but alittle kindled, 

14 760 are al they which truſt in tho Lord, * 

Nowe if in that ſpoken alreadie, and other particular 
lawes, the number of ſiue hundred yeres be ſo rightly ** X 
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what ſhall wee iudge of the whole bodie of all the Popes de- 
crees;which afterward by Iuon biſhop of Carnot, (after whom Fund. Chro, 
Gracian followed) in the yeere of our Lorde, one thouſand | 
ninetie three, at the commaundement of the Pope, was true- 1093. 
ly collected in one booke, as it were by imitating Iuſtinian 
the Emperour, which by the aide of Triboniamu, and other 
Noble men, gathered the ciuill Lawe into an order, and 
made thereof a newe Booke? But howe with abſurdities in 
number infinite , and blaſphemies not to bee vttered, thoſe Decree: of the 
decrees of the pope, doe filthily deface the worde of God, T. 
none of a right iudgement is ignorant. And yet alas, theſe 
haue had more authoritie nowe manie yeeres, than the ve- 
tie immutable worde and will of God. Which things, al- 
though they doe agree very well together, yet for the igno- 
rants ſake , wee will prooue the ſame both by a Canon of 
holie Scripture , and the Popes Decrees manifeſtly contra- 
tie betweene themſclues . Paul faith to Timothie : Spiritus The Popes de- 
Aiſertè dicit, fore, cc. That is, The Spirite ſaieth plainely, that in Ns, 2 _ 
the latter times ſome ſhall depart from the faith, liftening to falſe ond oft 
irites, and to the doctrine of Diuels,by the hypocriſie of vaine ſpea- 1.Tim. 4.x. 
hers whoſe conſctentes are ſeared with an hot iron: they forbidde to 
marrie, they commaunde to abiteine from meates wes are created 
of God, to be eaten of the faithful, & of thoſe whith know the truth, 
with thankefulneſſe . And a little before hee taught: A Biſbep 1. Timz. 
nut bee the huoband of one wife. To theſe wordes of the Apo- 1. Pi. 32. 
ſtle, the dectrees of Popes are cleane oppoſite, which do for- 4 dence of the 
bid Biſhops, Prieſtes, and all the Cleargie to marrie, with 3 
this interdiction, that if they doe ſo, they muſt bee remoo- — 
ued from the Eccleſiaſticall calling, and, which is more, if 
they haue alreadie contracted matrimonie, without any 
reſpe& of irregularſhip , they muſt bee ſeparated, and ſhal- 
be compelled by the Ordinarie; and remedies of Excom- 
. munication, to refuſe their wiues, &c. By which it is appa- 
rant, that the Papiſtes are thoſe, which in the latter daies 
ſhoulde departe from the faith, and by the Diuels prouo- 
king, vader hypocriſie, and (which many of the chiefeſt of 
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1. Tim. 43 
The Popes de- 
crees vdenerenced 


Oythe ſecond comming of Chriſ, 
them haue not) vnder the cloake of ouermuch chaſtitieꝰ 
forbidde pure & chaſte matrimonie; which the holie Ghoſt 
doth ſingularly commende: and alſo receiuing of certaine 
meates, which (as Paul doth witneſle) Gd harh created for the 
utthfull , te bee eaten with thankes giuing. And yet notwith- 


before the wad; ſtanding, theſe (as I ſaid before) decrees of Popes, although 


of God. 


1. Tim. 3. 2 


Titus 1.6. 


Ff uhe Pope be ( 
not Anuchriſ}, 


then who is? 


be cleane contrarie tothe will of God, haue had more 
authoritie among men, than the eternall worde of God. 


Becauſe thoſe, although in deede wicked and vngodlie, yet 


haue beene called holie and Catholike, and they which 
haue beene conuerſantin them, our chiefe Maſters and 
Doctors were counted, to whom the ſacred Scripture was 
moſt vnſauourie. So that to take an honeſt woman to wife 
which Paul commaunded his Biſhops to doe) was diſho- 
neſtie, and more diſhoneſtie, than either openly to vſe a 
concubine, or ſecretely to commit adulterie. Alſo on the 
Friday to eate fleſh , was a great ſinne and hereſie: and yet 
on that day to follow drunkenneſſe and carnalitie, was no 
ſhame, but highly commended. Likewiſe, to heare the blaſ- 
hemous Maſſe, to reuerence an idolatrous peece of bread, 
and to carrie the ſame about with a pompous proceſsion, 
was no impietie, but good religion: and yet to celebrate 
the ſupper of the Lord ſoberly, according to his inſtitution, 
was no godlineſſe, but great abhomination', At a worde, 


the doctrine of Chriſt, a good and godly conuerſation, was 


of them ſuſpected as erronious: and yet forſooth their di- 
ueliſn decrees, & damnable doctrine was holy, and nothing 
pernicious; their impuritie, great pietie; their hypocriſie, 
reat holineſle; their damnable ceremonies , was the diuine 


me of God: ſo that al Chriſtian religion was vtterly ba- 


niſhed, & no toke of the true ſeruice of God could be ſeene. 
Burnow in the yeere of the Lord, athouſand, fiue hundred, 
ninetie & three, after Chriſts birth, which is the five thou- 
ſand, fiue hundred, and fiftie yeere after the worlde was 
made, that expiring of fine hundred yeeres drawethnigh, in 


which theſe decrees of Popes:gathered together by W 
| autho. 
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authoritie, to the great defacing of Gods word, and the me- 
rites of Chriſt, ſhall haue their ende. Wherefore a wonder. 
full and vndoubted hope of things to come may bee con- 
ceiued of things paſt, that about that time ſhall be that vni- 
nerfall deſtruction of all the world, and glorious comming 
of the Lord: by which all theſe Popiſh decrees ſhall come to 
naught, and by the iuſt iudgement of God, as erronious & 
blaſphemons, bee caſt into eternall fire, becauſe they haue 
wickedly burned all the true interpretations of the Prophe- 
ticall and Apoſtolicall Scriptures, and cruellie martyred the 
learned Miniſters, and true profeſſors of Chtiſtes religion. 
Vndoubtedlie that number of ſiue hundred yeeres in like 
manner, as the others ſpoken of before, doe preſage the 
ſame like thing; The prognoſtications of the ſtarres( as may 
be gathered by that which is ſpolcen) take their effect about 
the ſame time. The preaching of the Goſpel, and other to- 
kens mentioned of Chriſt, is gone before: and the iuſtice of 
God ſpecially doeth exact the ſame. 


CHAP. 8. 
Of the double equalitie of numbers which # repreſented in number 
of the yeeres of the world, hapning in the e ightie eight, 


and ninetie three yeere next enſuing. 


O what ſhould Ithinke and ſay of that courſe 


A * 
wy 


of yeeres, from the beginning, vntill the ninetie 
ANY; hats now at hande ,- cel the yeere of the ST 
wvorlde, fiue thouſand, fiue hundred, fiftie & fiue? Anno 5555 
doeth it foreſnevwe any wonderfull, or ſigniſie any perfect 
thing, or no? Certainebe I finde the ſame to be altogether 
of like proportion ( as by that which 1s ſpoken may ap- 
peare ) euen with the eightie eight now at hande, becauſe 
1t is in his qualitie the fiue thouſand, fiue hundred, and fiftie 
yeere, The Pithagorians and Platniſtes, men of great autho- 
ritie, haue thought many things to conſiſt in theſe, and haue 
wondered therat:for the loweſt number in the hieſt, hath in 
"A | K 2 it 


Cf the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
it ow en ticall ee from the lo- 
veſt to the higheſt, it comprehendeth within it a perfect 
— rug of Geometricall equalitie. And Plata in another place — 
doeth wonder at the Arithmeticall, and ſaith, that the ſame 
+ doeth make the minde apte for all ſpeculation, and praiſe. 
Arithmetile. And he doeth adde moreouer, that numbering is giuen of 
God himſelfe to man, as a neceſſarie inſtrument. of reaſo- 
ning and diſcourſing, without which, the minde ſhould ap- 
peare without a minde, and all artes and knowledge would 
yaniſh. Here I confeſſe my ſelfe to haue certaine ſingular 
imaginations, and thoſe not vaine, but of waight, and a- 
able to the word of God, as Ithinke. And therefore 
r the profite of all. and that I may giue an occaſion to the 
learned, more deepely to thinke of this matter, I will not 
burie this my talent v hatſoeuer it be, but will ſet it abroad 
for commoditie, and bring it foorth without any regarde 
of the ouer curious: and the rather becauſe I knowe that 
theſe things (if elſe where perchaunce I ſlyde ) doe con- 
taine no danger or hereſie withinthem , but rather by oc- 
caſion manie profitable inſtructions, and thoſe ſweete and 
neceſſarie. | TIT. 
And(that we may returne to Plato) he ſaith in another 
place verie well, that God is an eternall ſpirite,and cauſe of 
all goodneſſe in the world. Becauſc in the creation of good 
things, he ſhewed his vnſpeakeable power, wiſdome , and 
goodneſſe: and in the conſeruation of thinges created, and 
wonderfull conſent and order of all things, his eternal pro- 
uidence: that by the contemplation thereof, man which 
was made to the image of God, ſhould alſo continue, ac- 
cording to the word reuealed, in acknowledging & calling 
on his maieſtie:& not as a brute beaſt, beholding the earth, 
ſhould ſeeke after vaine & tranſitorie things, but ſhould in 
mind aſcend into heauen, to behold things celeſtial, and of 
eõtinuance, as alſo the ſcripture euery where doeth teach vs. 
Alſo, what kinde of men would Plate in his Phedrus and 


Phedun, haue in his Common-wealc? Forſootheuen ſuch, as 
through 


comfortable diſcourſe. 31 
through contemplating of heauenlie things, ſhould rather 
ſeeme to live without, than in the bodie, & rather to God, 
than themſelues, and be delighted in him alone. But that 
we may goe higher to the manifeſting of that which I am 
about: let vs beholde how all things in the world do ſtand, ES 
and wee ſhalt finde them in à certaine order, meaſure, and „ 
number, to be ſo linked together, that they cannot be ſepe- ſureandmanter. 
rated. The Heauen, the Planets, and the Starres keepe their 0rder obſerued 
certaine order & time, & they appoint the certain courſe of mw road 
euerie thing: and cauſe the chauvnge and alterations in the ,,, 
bodies both of men and beaſts: and in his due time euerie 
hearbe is brought foorth. Al Which things are ſo apparent 
in our eies, as of them we cannot doubt. And yet altheſe 
things, by the incomprehenſible wiſedome and prouidence 
of almightie God, are kept in their certaine meaſure and 
number. For God by a certame meaſure (as it were) hath. 
placed the earth like around globe in the middle, ( ſo that 
no way it can fall) the which the whole firmament of hea- 
uen doeth compaſſe, and in the ſpace of twentie and foure 
houres is caried round about the ſame. Alſo hee hath ap- Nn . 
pointed a certaine and iuſt number of all thinges: to wit, f wy — 
the foure ſeaſons of the yeere, and their moneths, dayes, 5 
the certeine houres of euerie day, the minutes of euerie 
houre, and laſtlie, the certaine endes of time, by a certeine 
incomprehenſible conſent of the ſtarres and numbers a- 
mong themſelues. Not as though the ftarres and num- 
bers without the firſt cauſe, can bring anie thing to paſſe: 
dut becauſe in their gouernment, and ſecond operation of 
the ſtarres, they repreſent before our eyes, the vnmeaſurable 1 
wiſcdome,/and eternall prouidence of God. Becauſe God 727 © ae 
is not a God of cõfuſion, that he can do al things at his ple- God of diſorder. 
ſure, by a certein inordinate affection, as men do: but he is a 
God of order, a keeper of order in his things created, from 
which he doth notraſhlic digreſſe, although he tieth not him 
ſelfe therto, that he wil not, or cannot alter it when his glory 
by his ſecret coũſel, & the ſafegard of the Church * 
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Art im'tateth 
God & Nature. 


Veriue & luſtice 
com ſi t betweene 
to e n... 


Of the ſecond comming of Chrif, 
the ſame, For in the ſtaying and going backe ef the Sunne, 
in the time of Ieſua and Nœcbia kings of ada,” & by other 
dinine miracles, he ſneweth the eontrarie. Andyetwithour 
al controuerſie, the eternal prouidence of God, and prede- 
ſtination, hath appoĩmted by a certaine meaſure & number, 
from the beginning of the world, to the end of the ſame, as 
it were by rule, certaine termes in the courſe of the ſtarres, 
by which, great abilitie is giuen to a skilfull & learned man, 
to iudge of things to cõe, euen as by a dial made by a wotł- 
man, in proportion & number, things to come are foreſeen, 
becauſe Art, as nigh as may be, imitateth God and Nature. 
Vea, and theſe excellent fellowes, Plato & Ariſtotle, do place 
al wiſedome, knowledge, & vertue, in the proportion of nũ- 
ber: for Vertue and Tuſtice they ſet in the middle by which, 
to euerie man is giuen his one, by a double equalitie, & is 
meaſured by a proportion Arithmeticall and Geometrical. 

Nowe, ſithence this inſtant number of the yeeres of the 
world, doth ſo exactly comprehend in it ſelfe al thoſe things 
mentioned before, as from the beginning of things, and in 
this laſt age, in like quantitie, and ſo perfectly did neuer ap- 
peare, (as hereafter more plainly we will proue: ) Iſuppoſe 
the Lord God the maker and gouernor ofal things, by this 


proportionable agreeing of number, will (as it were by the 


hand)lead vs to a certain deep conſideration of a perfect ex- 
piring & end of al things: eſpecially in as much as the direful 
deſtenies, the ſtarres, & damnable decrecs of Popes do ful - 
fill the whole number of fine hundred yeres, So that Itruſt, 
that the comming of the Sonne of God to iudgement, will 
ſhorcly enſue, in which al impietie, lieng, & doing of wrong, 
through the tyrannie of Antichriſt, the diuell & his mẽbers 
ſhalbe taken away: and the euerlaſting kingdome of Chriſt 
jn truth and equitie ſhalbe confirmed: that ſo to euerie one 
ſhalbe giuen his rewarde, either good or bad, according to 
the true Geometrical proportion, which is the rule of iuſtice 
in God, to whom al beleeuers in Chr | are alike. 

But that the more plainely theſe thinges may bee 2 
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ſtood, it muſt bee kaowen what we call Arithmeticall pro- 
portion, and Geometricall, according to iuſtice: & alſo how 
theſe two proportions are perfectly conteined in this yeere 
of the worlde, 5555. vhich in the yeere 93. enſuing, ſhalbe 
the yeeres ſince the worlds foundation, Arithmeticall pro- The definition ef 
portion is, when as three or moe numbers beeing ſet with £i2hmerical 
out any reſpect of proportions, do differ by equall oddes, as Portion. 
1.2.3. 4. 5. Here continually one number differs from the 
other; but in vnitie, as alſo 2. 4. 6. 8. 10. in which one dif- 
fereth from another by the number of two. And therefore 
wee ſee in the fift number, which is the laſt, an Arithme- 
ticall proportion to be contained, becauſe it hath in it this : 
excellencie, that it comprehendeth in it ſelfe, and that fit- — 
lie, all vnities, of which all other numbers doe conſiſt, ben 
they euen or odde, to the which, no natural ma, be he neuer 
ſo talkatiue, can attaine by numbering. This Arithmeticall 
proportion, Ariſtotle aſcribeth to the exchangeable iuſtice. bm 
For euen as euery number plainly doeth differ from other proporiion like 
in equal ſumme:ſo a great equalitie there muſt be berweeue e enchange- 
the ware and the price, leaſt while one is iniuried, the other * 
by his loſſe and damage become rich. 
The Geometricall proportion is, when as three or moe 
ſummes being ſet, wee conſider not the difference of num- 
bers, but marke the equalities of proportion. For euen 
as 5, referred to 50. hath the proportion of quantitie, ſo 
hath 50. to 500.andas 50. to 500.ſoc00;to 5000,Al which 
are in the proportion of 10. But Plato ſaid, that this Geo- 1» Corgi. 
metricall proportion can do much, both betweene God & 
man: and the ſtate of acomm n-weale is then beſt, when it rao 
conſiſteth of a Geometricall equalitie , which appointeth ed . 
perſons, and ordeineth offices, according to the greatneſſe geomerrica! pro- 
and wor hineſſe of giftes: nd beſtowerh rewards to wor- Pen elfen. 
thie perſons, whereof it is well called of the Philoſophers, a n bs 
diſtributive juſtice. For examples ſake : As the gouerning /:ce, 
of aſhipis not committed o anie man, but vnto him which 
is skilfull ; and for his cunning, and well guiding thereof, 


* 
he 
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Whois fu zo perſon, the adminiſtration of the Common-weale is to bee 
 &«eauharitie. committed, and withall a worthie honour: leaſt by a go- 
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* be 
; 3 zen, But it followeth not by and by that they are good 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
he receiueth a better ſtipend than other which are vnskil 
full: ſo alſo to a vertuous, cunning, iuſt, conſtant, and graue 


nernement which is rude, wicked and tyrannicall, the Com- 

mon-yeale be brought to deſtruction. 

Alſo in the affaires of priuate perſons, this Geometricall 

equalitie is to be obſerued , For a greater honour & reue: 

rence is due to the Magiſtrate, than to another man: to our 

parents, than to ſtrangers: to an old man, than to a yong: to 

a learned, than to an ignorant. Alſo we ought more entirely 

to loue our wiues and children, than other folkes: as like- 

Gal. 6. wile, according to the doctrine of Paule, wee ſnould more 
No Arichmeti- make of, and cheriſh thoſe of the houſhold of faith, than 


I 1 pa ſtrangers from the Church. | 


— But alas, we too too well doe know, that no equalitie AC» 


cording to the Arithmeticall proportion is kept at all, no 
not of thoſe which are accounted the moſt holie among the 
members of Chriſt, and in the ſame greatly delighting the- 
ſelues, as though then they were the beſt Chriſtians, if they 
leade a ciuill and politike life without any publike repre. 
henſion. The which as it is rare, fo it is much to bee com- 
mended: becauſe to doe ſo, is the propertie of a good Citi- 


Jen nor a god Chriſtians, becauſe they are good Citizens. For godlineſſe, 
cini. humilitie, bounteouſneſſe, fidelitie, vprightneſſe, and true 
religion, ſtretch further than doe outwarde behauiour, the 


Amuechaſtia. rule of the lawe, and hypocriſie. For the true diſciple of 


Chriſt beeing of one minde and meaning with his maiſter 
Chriſt, will be ſo farre from enriching himſelfe by impoue- 
riſhing another, and by hiding that which may hurt his 
neighbor, that by no meanes hee will preterre his owne pri- 
uate proſperite before the common profite of others: and 
rather will forgoe life and liuing, than doe that which is not 
ſeemelie for anie man, much leſſe for him which is by calling 


holic, and profeſsion a Chriſtian. 
Good 
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Sood God, ho farre from this minde and purpoſe are i (ch a 
moſt of our buiers and ſellers eſtranged! For as yet we talke ſceme robe ho- 
not of thoſe which are well knowen to bee deceitful, faith - nf & A's; dea-· 
eſſe, abhominable, and common vſurers, but of ſuch as in , 
ſight of all men ſeeme and be accounted honeſt, and good 7. cake exceſ- 
Citizens. For euen theſe doe perſwade themſelues, that they fue gaines is 
deale vprightly, if onely they giue true meaſure for their <4 vn. 
monie: not conſidering at all, that to take exceſsiue gaines ,y,,,, ft ay 
is to doe wrong, and altogether againſt iuſtice, nor conſide- vnreaſonabie 
ring that it is all one in reſpect of equalitie (from which all ee, and zo ſel 
iuſtice doth ſpring)to ſet too great a price, and to ſell by falſe aſe bony: 
weights and meaſures: by which reaſon, the vnequalneſſe of ; 
price and ware, may worthilie be called vniuſt & falſe mea- 
ſure . For if it were demaunded of them , whether it were 
meete to bring him into the right waie, which is out of the 
waie; or to ſhewe him the readie way, which is altogether 
ignorant of the ſame; or if he were not much to be blamed, 
which ſeeing his neighbour go aſtraic, will without calling 
him backe, let him goe on forwarde: Iam ſure they wil - 
confeſſe both him to be a naughtie man, and this no honeſt 
man for his labour. And yerforſooth it is a falſe opinion 
which we are in, when,from a general propoſition we come af 
to a particular, contrarie to their mindes. In dede it is more 
agreeable ynto iuſtice, not to hurte a man by the purſe, or 
loſſe of goods, than to ſhewe him the readie way which 
knowes it not. But I pray you, what is the cauſe of theſe ſi- 
niſter opinions? ſith the reaſon is al one, and nothing more 
agreeing with iuſtice. Truely ſelfe loue, couetouſneſſe, and 
an ouer great care of this life, from which Chriſt earneſtlie 
doeth call vs. But let vs thinke that ſaieng of cicero to bee 
molt true: Quum quid quiſpiam ſciat, c. It is not the part of 4 
plaine, ſimple, ingenuous, innocent and honeſt man, but rather of a 
ſubtile, vile, wily, deceitfull, malicious, craftie, and double dealer, for 
his omne profite ſake to hide that which he knoweth from any man, 
which ſheuld vnderſtund the ſame. And moreouer he ſaith, gi vi- 
tuperandi ſunt, qui reticuerunt, quid de his exiſtimandum eft, un.. 
L rations 


c ce lib. 3 Office 


Cf the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
erationss vanitatem adbibuerunt 7 That is, If they are to be dif. 
praiſed which keepe « thing cloſe, what ſhall wee thinke f thoſe 


Sirach. 27. which haue vſed vaine wordes / And therefore ſaith Sirach verie 
well: Ar a naile in the wall fiicketh faft betweene two flenes fi 
deeth (inn: flicke bet weene the buter and ſeller. 
The Geomerri- Likewiſe much leſſe is the Geometrical! proportion 
9 kept in this wicked worlde. For the wicked and vnlearned 
— being in face impudent, and in behauiour egregious para- 
weales. ſites , are cxalted to great honour , and glorious offices, 
| when as men famous, as well for learning, as religion, be ei- 
ther in Court condemned, or of Sycophantes defaced, or 
vaworthilie diſgraded for ſome light offence: as happened 
to Beliſari who by Iuſtinian loſt his cies, For darkeneſſe cã- 
not abide the light, and bolde ĩgnorance through her mar- 
uellous impudence doeth ſet her ſelfe againſt learning and 
Que Ilb. . knowledge. For as Qintilian doth witnes, Quo quiſquis minus 
Cap. 3. valet hoc ſe magis attollere, c dilatare conatur : The leaft of power, 
| the moſt ambitzons, And againe, Quo mmus ſapiunt minus e. 
pudoris: The more foole, the more impudent. Nowe therefore, ſith 
among the learned, or( as Plate ſaith) among Philoſophers, 
the contrarie doth happen, no maruel if the vnlearned haue 
Plaro de repub. them in contempt. Yet Plato would haue it otherwiſe in his 
5. commonweale, where either Philoſophers ſhould beare the 
ſway, or thoſe which ruled ſhould be learned in Philoſophie, 
or(which we do ad) at the leaſt haue ſuch about thẽ, whoſe 
counſell they might vſe and follow, Moreouer ſith the Lord 
God, for his electes ſake (for whoſe cauſe all thinges are 
— de kept) hath created all things : it followeth out of the worde 
w the gedde, f of God, and his diuine iuſtice, that all thinges in the world 
_ ＋ are due vnto the elect and godlie, not to the wicked and 
hed. reprobate. But it falleth out farre otherwiſe in the worlde, 
where the wicked doe floriſhin riches, and are preferred: 
burt the godlie doe periſh with pouertie, & are left as a praie 


to their enemies. 


— — Alſo Chriſt the onely begotten Sonne of the euerlaſting 
e God who is the maker both of heauen and earth, and 


Match. 8. 
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of lords, hath witneſſed of himſelfe, that In this worlde he had 
mot where to hide his head, but was before the world a verie ab · 
iect, and made away by a moſt odious death, euen the death 
of the croſſe. Yet notwithſtanding his aduerſarie that ſonne 
of perditio, ſitteth(as God) in the Temple, ruling with two 
ſwordes, flouriſhing in riches, po wer and glorie, and is with 
all reuerence called our Holie father, and worſhipped as the 2 + __ 
deputie of Chriſt himſclfe. And therefore by theſe we plain- - 
lic perceiue, that in this world no etrical equalitie ac- 
cording to the diſtributiue juſtice (which is the beſt) is anie 
where obſerued. But yet ( ſith God is iuſt) al kinde of iuſtice 
neceſſarilie to all muſt be extended, ſo that to the worthie, 
all thinges muſt be giuen. but from the wicked, all thinges 
which falſlie they haue taken to themſelues, and abuſed, to 
the moleſting of the godlie, ſhall vtterlie bee taken away. 
Wherefore needes muſt there be another life after this, and 
therefore for thoſe reaſons alleadged we ſet down , that the 
Lord God doeth foreſhew to the ſtudious by this double 
proportion, or equalitie of number, a certaine finiſhing of 
things, with an vtter deſtruction of this wicked world, and 
withall he vndoubtedlie doeth giue vs to vnderſtande, and 
ſignifies the beginning of the building anew of the eternall 
kingdome of Chriſt, which with ypright iudgemẽt, and by 
equalitie in euerie reſpect, he will eſtabliſh perpetuallie, an 
make it endure world without end. | 


CHAP, 9. 


of the number of fine, the finefolde forme, and of the 
Greeke letter, x. 


ilch by that which is vttered we haue ſhowen, 
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N I that euerie 500, and euerie fiftie yeere there 
"(as 5 20 doe commonly happen ſome ſingular altera- 
iions in the Church and common - weales, it 
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EEZSRERDYI foloweth verie likelic , that theeightiecight 
yere now at hand, which is the yere of the world, 55 50. * 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chrift, 
bee fullie perfect: to which if but fiue were added, it com- 
meth to paſſe(as a litle before id is ſaid)that the whole num- 
ber, in the yeere 93.wil be proportionable, according to a- 
rithmeticall & Geometricall equalitie , And therefore they 
doe ſeeme to preſage vnto vs a golden world indeede, and 
euerlaſting to come, in which all the iuſtice of God ſhal be 
fulfilled, and haue her full ſtrength, and vertue. Vet ] do not 
denie, but it is my ſaieng, that the loweſt number of fiue 
from the firſt and laſt doe offer vnto vs many things agree- 


ing very well to our purpoſe: eſpeciallie ſith which hath 
beene ſaide doe meete in one, and many thinges els both in 


the Bible, and Sibylian oracles are to be found like vnto thẽ: 


all which we plainly ſee are grounded on the perpetual or- 
dinance and prouidence of God, not by chaunce. 

Of the number of ſiue, is framed the five-folde forme, 
which of all other, (as Quintilia recordeth)in ſetting of trees 
maketh the faireſt Orchard, and is ſuch, as howſoeuer one 


beholdeth the ſame, it is direct and itraight, Then is a thing 


ſaid to be fiuefold,or of fue manner of waies, when the diſ- 
poſition thereof is ſuch, as two parts thereof, together with 
the third of another ſort , oppoſite to themſelues by equall 
ſpace, doe ſeem(h=wſoever you turne your ſelfe)ro haue the 
forme of ſiue, or this letter V. by which the Latines doe note 
five. But if fue in number were ſet down by other figures, 
or by the ſame, or in like order vnderneath, they doe repre- 
ſent the Grecke letter x and the Latine X, which doeth ſigni- 
ſie ten. From thence ] thought, ſith in the forementioned 


proportionable number of yceres, the number of five is lo- 


weſt, and beſides doeth repreſent theſe two letters, from 
which alſo by an equalitie of Geometricall proportion, it 
goeth forwarde by the diſtance of tenne, I thought I ſaye, 
whether this alſo did ſigniſie any ſingular thing v orthie to 
bee marked. For the Greeke letter, is the firſt letter of the 


terrer x-Apoc. 13. name of Chriſt , xu, and John in the Reuclarion by . 
Of the time when 


enichrifi ſho:ld 


commaundeth all of vnderſtanding to counte the com- 
ming of the beaſt riſingfrom the earib, and hauing the two 
hornes 
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hornes of the Lambe, which are ſixe hundred ſixtie, ſixe 
yeres: ſo ſignificant are theſe Greeke letters, But in the ex- 
plication of this place, Bullinger teacheth, that the account 
of ſixe hundred, ſixtie ſixe yeres muſt begin, hen John ſawe 
his Reuelation about the ende of the reigne of Domitian, 
which was from the birth of Chriſt the 97 yere: ſo that to 
the filling of the firſt hundred yecres from Chriſts natiuitie 
three yeres be wanting. If therefore theſe yeres were added 
to an hundred, and they added to the number of the beaſts 
name 666. & three yeres were taken from the firſt hũdred, 
we ſhall haue the yere of the Lord to be 763. which was the 
13. yere of P:pines reigne, about which time Prpine granted 
vnto the Pope, his chiefe power and authoritie, contrarie 
to the minde of Leo Iſauricu, whom the papiſis extremelie 
did hate, for caſting their images out of his Temples , and 
therfore they called h m 7 or enimie to images, Ther- 
fore by theſe letters we knowe the time of the comming of 
the beaſt with two hornes like vnto the Lambe: euen as Hen- 
rie Bullinger doth proſecute the ſame more at large, & proo- 
ueth the ſame by S1byls oracles, Moreouer, when we count al f le verd 
markes of the letters in this name yz«7t, if (as it is in Srbyls ata 
verſes) be added, we hal plainly finde, that in theſe alſo the 
beginning of the time when the kingdome of Chriſt ſhould 
be preached and alſo the beginning of the time of the fal of 
Antichriſt, euen as in the former, his comming was ſignifi- 
ed. Al the Greeke letters, in this name, expreſſe the number 
1485. Nou, if the yeres which come frõ that yere, in which 
Ieſus Chriſt by his reſurrection from the dead, and aſcenſi- 
on into heauen, had declared bhimſelfe to be Chriſt the king 
of the Icwec, & the Sonne of the eternall God, were compa- 
red to this time, when Zuther and otner learned men did by N 
the pure Euangelicall doctrine of the free remiſsion of 
ſinnes in leſus Chriſt, driue away the groſſe darkneſſe of pa- 
piſticall ignorance, and made the Sunne of righteouſnes le- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord, to ſhine againe, we ſhall euidently per- 
ceiue this time rightly to be comprehended in theſe nũbers. 

Tn For 
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| Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 

Ane 1485. For if to this number 1485.the yeeres from the natiuitie of 

. our Lord, to his reſurrection, which were 3 3. were added, 

other lemed men then ſhall the yeere of our Lord, a thouſande, fiuc hundred 

eighteene ariſe, in which and afterward, manic learned men 

gainft the * began to ſer themſelues againſt the darkeneſſe of Papiſtes. 

— = Now, becauſe this loweſt number of fiue, a perfect Arith« 

duſt, meticall, to that Geometricall proceeding by a fine folde, 

and verie goodlie forme, doeth as it were in colours, place 

before our eyes, the Greeke letter x which is the firſt letter 

in the name and office of our eternall King, and alſo being 

alittle turned, repreſenteth the Croſſe, that is, the badge 

and noble ſigne of Chriſt, whoſe laſt letter of the nomina- 

tiue caſe, is X. By thoſe thinges I fall into this conſiderati- 

on, that about theſe times foretold, the comming of the 

Lorde to iudgement, is preſigniſied, by which he ſhal ſhewe 

himſelfe to all the worlde, to be Chriſt the Sonne of God, 

promiſed to the Fathers, after warde ſcene of the Jewes, 

v home they did abhorre, and at length crucified , whoſe 

token (according to the iudgement of the Fathers, and Si- 

Hls propheſies) alſo in the comming of the Lorde to all the 

faithfull, ſhall bee like a comfortable trumpet, but in the 

fight of the Lorde, a , or ſtumbling blocke to the 

wicked. That this is no vaine imagination, although it be 

no certaine demonſtration, manie ſuch like reaſons and ex- 

Nees giuen ar · amples cauſe mee to thinłke ſo. For in manie places of the 
cording do he Scripture wee often finde, that the Lorde hath bene greatlie 

8 ef men, delighted in giuing them, either by plaine wordes, or ſe- 

e crete prouidence, fit and proper names, by whome it hath 

pleaſed him, for the glorie of his name, to beſtowe vppon 


. his Church anie great benefite. Heereof is Alram called 
Aram. Of God, Abraham : and the forerunner of the Sonne of 
John, God, called Iohn: and the Sonne of God himſelfe receiued 


Zeſurwher, a name from the Angell, and was called Ieſus, that is, a Lord 
and Sauiour, redeeming the worlde from ſinne: which af- 
terward receiued a name, according to his office, & was cal- 

cini obe · led Chriſt, that ĩs, annointed: annointing vs with oy holie 

0 | Pirit, 
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ſpirit, that ſo wee might acknowledge him to be our Chriſt. 
Wherefore let it not ſeeme ſtrange vnto ys, if thoſe letters, 
by the diuine prouidence of God, doe containe manic and 
great myſteries within them. For the Lord God, by a cer- 
taine incõprehenſible prouidence, not according to mans 
wiſedome, or foreknowledge of thinges to come, doth go- 
uerne the thoughts & tongues of men, that manie men, and 
cities, in which the Lorde God will ſhew either his ſingular 
fauour, and maruellous workes of mercie: or his anger and 
heauie diſpleaſure, ſhoulde receiue fatall names accor- 
dingly. 

And therefore by this reaſon it came to paſſe no doubt Dau whar. 
that King Dauid , which ſignified welbeloued, ſhould re- Daniel ha. 
ceiue a proper name: as alſo the Prophet Daniel, his, ſigni- 
fyingthe iudgement of the Lorde: becauſe in him the Lorde 
did (hew foorth his ſingular kindneſſe manie waies, and in 
his ſecrete iudgemẽt concerning the Empires of the world, 
and their ends, and of the two commings of Chriſt: the firſt, 
vile in the fleſh:the ſecond victorious to iudgement. 

So likewiſe Babylon receiued a ſit name but in a diuers re- 
ſpect, not onely becauſe that in her there was made a con- 
fuſion of tongues: but eſpeciallie becauſe of the confoun- 
ding of manners, and wickedneſſe of Religion, and idolatry 
together. Wherfore at the length it vtterly came to naught, 
and there is become a meere confuſion in deede of al beaſts 
and ſerpents. By a contrarie ende Hieruſalem tooke her 92/7 whas. 
name, becauſe ſhee ſnoulde ſee the peace of God in Chriſt, 
which after warde ſhe did furiouſſie deſpiſe. I haue hearde 
moreouer of Melanqthen, vrhich alſo in a certaine booke 
hee did publiſh , that that name Embden, a Towne of 
the Orientall Friſia, and my natiue Countrie, hath her 
deriuation from trueth , and firmeneſſe, according to g eb 
the force of the Hebrewe worde: Z#F enim ills vrbis 4- Emmen, veritas. 
mans veritats , For ( ſaieth hee) That Citie is 4 loner of EramStabilis, 
the trueth , And howe this name agrecth to that Citie 
in theſe our dayes, the Lorde G OD hath aboundaatly 

declareg 


Babylon phat. 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
declared in this, that hee hath miraculouſlie kept vs among 
theſe ſo daungerous tempeſts, conſtant in the true doctrine 
of his Goſpell, againſt the manifolde ſubrilties of the diuell, 
God graunt wee may perſeuere to the end in all truth, and 
ſimplicitie of hart, and that this natural falling. maie firme- 
ly bee vpholden and ſtayed, leaſt otherwiſe it portend an e- 
uill fortune, and ſo we be called no longer, Emdani, that is, 
conſtant in the trueth , but Valdarini, that is Babylonians: 
Nene. which thing God of his mercie turne awaie from vs.Sbyl al- 
ſo Erithræa plainelie telleth of Rome, that her name doeth 
Libros. 8 comprehend manie wofull deſtinies, and that in theſe ver- 
leude. ſes, tranſlated out of Grecke into Latine, by Caſlalion. 


Porro quaterdecies complebis,terq, trecentes 
Annos, atque ofo,cum te pertingere metam 
Triftia fata tuo completo nomine cogent. 


Thy ende, thy name fulfilled, and fates 
ſnall cauſe then for to come: 
Of yeeres nine hundred, fortie eight, 
u ben ſeene ſhall be the ſumme. 


Now after what ſorte this propheſie is fulfilled, Ceftalion 
ſheweth in his annotations vpon the ſame place, to which! 
ſende the Reader, And that Rome elſwhere-hath a name ac- 
cording to her nature, it is apparant by a certaine anſwerc 
of Paſq url, | 
. uiii. Roma quid eſt ? Quod re docuir prepoſterus erdu. 
; guid docuit fI ung 4s verſa elemerta, ſcies. 
Roma amor eſt : Amor eft f qualis? prepoſterus. Vnde hoc:? 
Rome Mares, Noli dicere plura : ſcie, . 
Which ĩs this in effect: | ( 
Rome what is? Loue, A loue 2 whatloue. 
Contrarie vnto kinde. 
How ſo ? Rome loueth men. No more. 
Ceaſe ſpeach, I know thy minde. 
He:reof alſo, inreſpe& of her outwarde whoredome, 
which 
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which is linked oftentimes with the ſpirituall fornication, 
ſhee is worthilie called in holie Scripture; an harlot,and 3«- 
bylon,S*dome, and Gomorhha, ſecrete malice, and a people re- 


belling againſt God, 


CHAP, 10. 


of the round and ſquare figure if che h- 
macterian yeeres,andof the Gel- 
den number. 


8 

vl i they will ſufficientlie ſhewe themſelues to bee 
YR neither contrarie to the Scriptures , nor im- 

pertinent to my purpoſe, but rather ſuch, as 
(if they bee compared with that before mentioned) may 
wcll bring vs into the remembrance of the latter dates, and 
ſpeciallie ſith they doe as it were in linely colours {et before 
our cies the perfect ende of this worlde, and comming of 
the Lord to iudgement. And alſo the fiuefolde figure doth 
not onely repreſent the Grecke letter x · or becing ſome- 
what turned, the croſſe: but alſo both the ſquare figure,and 
the round. For the croſſe by equall diſtance in the plaine, 
doeth fill the circle, and repreſenteth the round forme: but 
the Greeke letter x, rather betokeneth the quadrangle fi- 
gure, But (this I ſpeake by the way) if vnto the fiueſolde 
figure, noted by five vnities on eyther ſide, contrarie to 


the middle number of ſiue, the foure figures comprehen- 


ded in the fift, euen to the perfect number, were {et vader, 
then theſe nine vnities may ſo by art be diſpoſed, that eue- 
ric way you may ſee 15. as by the figure here following 
may appeare. Th 6h, 


n 
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So that this number of fiuc in the threefolde, according 
to Arithmetike, may ſeeme the moſt perfect, and by manie 
figures as it were, to repreſent thoſe three alteratiõs of time, 
of which before wee made mention, whoſe ende in a iuſt 


quantitic of numbers, perfectly ſet of God himſelfe, ought 
certainlie to be looked for. Neither can any doubt but that 


this figure containing a maruellous equalitie and agree- 
ment of nũbers, in a very great inequalitie, (as it may ſeeme) 
doth ſigniſie ſome great myſteries, as well diuine as philoſo- 
phical: the Which (leaſt in theſe which may perchance ſeeme 
more darke than manie of Platoes numbers, I be ouer tedi- 
ous to the Reader) I leaue to the conſideration of the ſtu- 
dious. But that we may ſomewhat returne to that we haue 
in hand (although the circular and rounde figure bee of 
all others in ſight moſt faire) yet (as is the whole worlde) 
* verie vnſtable, ſubiect to alteration, and full of trou- 
les. 

But the ſquare forme is firme, conſtant, and ſtable: 
and howſoeuer ir bee placed. is alwaies one, and the ſame, 
And therefore doeth Ariſlotle compare the ſame to a good 
and honeſt man, whome hee calleth n-&zrn, foure ſquare, 
the which, howſocuer with Arifocle wee imagine him, 
wee ſhall neuer finde, Chriſt onely the rocke, and true cor- 
nerſtone, refuſed of the builders and workemen of this 
world, excepted: but in the life ro come, we ſhalbe ſuch with 


Chriſt himſelfe. And therefore doeth John deſcribe the holie 
Hieruſa- 
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Hieraſalem, deſcending from heauen, to be foure ſquare, in 
which her perſecution, conſtancie, and continuancie, is no- A Pont. 
ted: becauſe by no ill fortune it ſhalbe weakened, there 
ſhalbe no lamentation, no ſorrowe,no death: but perfect 
ioy, great mirth, and a life endued with all ſpirituall riches, 
and cuerlaſting: of which the faithfull in the comming of 
the Lord, ſnalbe partakers, Whoſe moſt ioyfull comming, 
about thoſe notable times aboue mentioned, we look for, 
and long exceedingly for our redemption. 25 : 

To theſe may be added, that in the yere 88. which is the 2 
yeere of the world 55 50. ſuch a yeere ſhall enſue, as to it fro — 28 
the creation of the world, by ſeuens, as it were by degrees 
and ſteppes, we may aſcend: as alſo the yeere before that 87. 
which is the yeere, 5549. to which number ancient writers 
haue aſcribed much: partely becauſe it is a ſquare number, 
of which aboneit is ſpoken: partly alſo, becauſe it ariſeth 
of ſcuen, ſeuen times doubled. But experience, and the aſ- 
ſertion of the learned proueth that euery ſeuenth yere from 2, f 
their birth, to their death is very dangerous, contrarie to zere dangerous 
noble wittes, and noble men of the beſt nature, by a certain # he beft wits 
agrrement they haue with their Maker. For ſith all that ĩs 
made, hath beene created by the woonderfull wiſedome 
of God, and by a certaine ſecrete power ingraffed, tende 
to his naturall conſeruation, and ſeekes that which is beſt 
for his good ſtate, it verie likelie appeareth that famous 
men haue a more affinitie with their ſeconde birth, the 
moſt artificial nature beeing made of GOD, than ei- 
ther beaſt, or beaſtlie men: and therefore that they are of 
God more tyed with nature her ſelfe, to a certaine time. 

But theſe are accounted eſpeciallie Climacterian yeeres, 

which by ſeuens aſcende, as is the one and twentie yeere, 

which doeth conſiſt of three times ſeuen. Such be 42. and 

63. yeeres, counting as well by nines, as by ſeuens, and 

therefore bee they iudged to bee verie hurtefull to nota- | -_ 

ble fellowes. For in that yeere of their life, died Luzher, Ae- 11,1... 
lan hon, Martyr, and other excellent men in all ages, v. Urn. 
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ber of fine ( of the w 


Of the ſecond comming of Chrift, 
as alſo Eraſmus is thought to haue left this worlde, in the 
ſeuentie yeere of his age. But whether the like yeeres be fa- 
tall to all the world, as they are to particular men, we leaue 
it to the iudgement of others. Vet if theſe thinges mentio- 


ned, for a certaine like proportion of numbers, doe include 


any ſecrete reaſon, becauſe (as plinie ſaith) Harmonia rerum 
naturam ſibi ipſam congruere cogit: The conſent of things maketh 
nature to agree to her ſelfe, it is credible and likely, that the laſt 
ende of the world, and of all mankinde, doeth conſiſt of like 
proportion of numbers, as doeth a part: becauſe man is in 
deede a part of the world, and therefore is rightly called of 
the Philoſophers, Ane M à litle world. Againe, of things 
paſt, things to come are gathered, ſeeing that the courſe of 
time, the inclination of the ſtarres, the circuite of fiue hun- 
dred yeres, & that ſingular proportion of nũbers, in the nũ- 

fich hitherto we haue ſpoken) com- 
to paſſe about the ſame time altogether, and haue all one 
and the ſelfe ſame reaſon, All which (to ſpeake the trueth) 
were coniectures of no weight, and coulde prooue no- 


thing: did not Chriſt and Paul in plaine words ſignifie vn- 


to vs, that the worldes ende, together with the glorious 
comming of the Sonne of God to iudgementꝭ are at hande, 
and as it were at our doores: when we ſhall ſo plainly per- 


ceeiue the Goſpetof the kingdome of Chriſt to be preached 


throughout all the worlde : and the fonne of perdition , by 
the ſpirite of Gods mouth, to bee ſo confounded , that no- 
thing ſhallſeeme to be behinde, but his vtter defamation. 
And to this purpoſe finallie doe ſerue other coniectures, as. 


is aboue declared. 


Here, by reaſon of numbers, one thing more, well wor- 
thie to be marked, becauſe it agrees with that aboue men. 
tioned, comes into my mind, which was tolde me by an ho- 
neſt man skilful in Aſtronomie, & Geometrie, and of good 
credite, For hee ſaide, that in the yeere 1568. when Ericus 
King of Suethlande( which then was in armes) had by force 
taken from the Tiuonians, a certaine Caſtle, ſituated ee 

i land 
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and ofa, called Sonenborch, he by good fortune was lod- 
ged with a certaine noble Aſtronomer, with whom, by rea- 
on of their ſtudies, which were all one, hee was verie fami- 
lar. Being in talke one day, he brake out into theſe words, 
& — o miſerable and horrible dates, whith from the yere 1570. 
now at hande, ſhall enſue and continue manze yeeres ! His gueſt aſ- 
ked him, _ 1 wa anſwered, Noa when the ks of 22 ” 
geres of Chrifts natiuitie, doth conteine within it, for certain yeres, 
the golden number of euerie yeere, (which is ſeldome ſeene) then it 
hath of long time bene obſerued, and hiſtories doe witneſſe the ſame, 
that infinite calamities, and intollerable troubles haue chanted, But 
nowe, from the 70, yeere nowe at hande, vntill the yeere 77. there 
ſhalbe among the yeeres of the birth of Chrift, and betweene the gil- 
den number of enerie yeere, ſuch an agreement , as 1. 5. 7. which 
being toned together by addition, doemake 13. Nowe this number 
13. A the golden number of the yeere v $70, and in the fire otber 157 0. 
immediately enſuing. And therefore he did affirme, that in that 
yeere, the waterie element ſhould generne, and ſhould preſage great 
auerſtowings of water. But in the yeere 73. which u the middle of 
theſe ſeuen, the earthly element, for ſome notable cauſe, ſhould loſe 
of hu vertue : by reaſon whereef,, a woenderfull ſcarſitie of thinges 
ſhould enſue, as afterward it came to paſſe, Mereouer be ſaid, that 
in the 76. yeere, the aire ſhould be corrupe, and the plague ſhould be 
in euerie place, After which ſhould ſucceede three yeeres: the firſt of 
which 1577. doth by the foreſaide reaſons, comprehende in it twen- 
tie in number, And if from this number 19. whith « the chiefelt 
golden number, and the golden number to the yeere going before, 
dere tahen away, then one which is the beginning of 75 number, c 
the golden number ef this yeere doe:h remaine, and ſom the other 
two following, and no further. And therefore in the yeere 77. 
the fierte element ſhall trie his force, and breede diſſention and 
warres. And againe, in the yeere 78. 4 greeuous peſtilence ſhabdi/- 
patch verie manie. And in the yere 7. againe ſhal come great ſcar- 
fitte of al fruite. Finally he ſaid, becauſe 1 . is the hig heſt golden nũ- 
ler, it ſpalbe found,that that number from the 70 yeere, (when this 
firſt agreement beg an) counting 19,ſhall as it were by « finger, point 
24 3 vn 
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Þuts the 88. yeere, For from the 70. yeere, fo the 88. fo manie 
yeeres come berweene : «bout which time (according to the opinion 
almeft of all Arathematicians) verie direfull and miſerable things 
ſhall come to paſſe. Becauſe by good experience, h. boldly fard, 1 
the Lord God, maker and keeper of all order, did orderly & & cer- 
taine number, meaſure, and aſpect of the ſtarres, rule and gouerne 
' Shewhale firmament of heauen. "= 
And therefare, becauſc of theſe things which haue byn 
ſpoken, we doc well. inough and ſufficiently know that the 
kingdoine of God is at hande: let vs lifte vp our heades to 
Heauen:let vs contemne al worldlie things: let euerie man 
caſt away ſecuritie, & deſire of pleſure, by whole inticemẽts, 
the mind is ſuppreſſed: let euerie ma frame himſelfe to learn 
what is good, & godlines: let him prepare himſelfe to the 
eroſſe: let him proſite in good working, in true calling vp- 
pon the name of the Lord, and put on the armour of righ- 
teouſneſſe, that if the aduerſarie chalenge vs into combate, 
we may by no flatteric, by no force, by no terrour, by no 
torments be drawen and pluckt away from Chriſt. The al- 
mightie God bee preſent with vs continually with his di- 
uine aſſiſtance, and defende vs euermore againſt all the in- 
uaſions of the diuell, by which he would bring vs from our 
faith, driue vs out of hope, and ſo barre vs from our king- 
dome which is in heauen. 


* 


C HAP. 11. 


of the manner and effect of the Lordes comming fo indgement, | 
nith an exhortation ro watchfulnes , 


therto by diuine teſtimonies it hath bin ſhew- 
Ded. that certeinly the world muſt be deſttoied: 
＋ Hh ©& alſo by oracles & probable reaſons & coniec- 
2 tures it hath ben proued, that the glorious co - 
the Lord is at our doores, & cannot be farre off, al- 


19 
C38 
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* 
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though we know not the certeine yere, day, & houre of his 
| com- 
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comming. It followeth therefore, that both for the edifieng 
of the Church, & reforming of our maners, that we alledge 
teſtimonies out of holy Scripture, both of the manner of 
the —_— of the Sonne of God to iudgment, and of the 
effect of the ſame. 
After that the Sonne of God Chriſt our Lord & Sauiour, 
by the ſecret counſel of God the Father, had determined for 
our faluatiõ, & ſatisfieng the wrath of God, to ſuffer death, 
he took vpon him the ſhape of a ſeruant, was in the world 
poore & miſerable, took patiently al taũts & mocks, & ſuf- 
fered himſelfe to be condemned, though vniuſtly & ſname- 
fully to be crucifted: but in the ſecond comming, he ſhal not 
onkly appeare like a chiefe Monarch of this world, but ſhall 
ſhew himſelf to be a King ſince the beginning of the world, 
& him which caſt the mightieſt from their ſear of Maieſtie, 
& exalted the humble, & turned Empires at his pleſure. Al- Din z. 
ſo he ſhal declare himſelf to be the Sonne of God, coequall Luke 1. 
in deitie with God his eternal Father: ſo that thẽ the courſe 
of things ſhalbe changed, for he in that day ſhalbe ludge, & 
iuſtly condemne thoſe, of whom he was iudged, & againft 
al cquitie together with his members condemned, & which 
haue obſtinarely and without reaſon perſiſted in impietie. g 
For the wordes oꝭ Chriſt in the 25. of 2athewe, by which, Math. 25. 
according to the capacitie of man, the laſt iudgement is de- 
painted, are theſe: Cm venerit filius hominis in matettate ſus, 
CC re 167 cum eo, tune ſedebit ſuper ſedem Maieftatis ſue, 
& tongregabuntur an'e eum omnes gentes. (Nemo enim qui vn- 
quam vixtt, eſt, & erit, hoc iudicio eximetur.) Er feperabut eos 
abinuicem, ſcut paſtor ſegregat ones ab hædu, c ftatuet ours quidem 
4 dexteru ſun", Tune dices rex his qui 4 dexteris eius erunt: Ve- 
nite benedicti patris mei, peßidete paratum vobis regnum 4 con- 
ftitutione mundi, &. Et his 7⁰¹ 4 ſiniftris, dicet: Diſcedite 4 
me maledicti, in ignem æternum, qui paratus eſt diabolo &. Ange- 
lu eius. That is, hen the Sonne of man' ſhall come in his maiefite, 
and all bis Angels with him, then ſha'the fir vpon the throne of 
bis maieffie, and all nations ſhall bee gathered together before him. 
„ (For 


1. Theſ.4. 


1. Cor. 4. 


Of the . comming of Chriſt, 
(For none which euer was, is, or ſhal be, from this iudge- 
ment ſhall be exempted) And he ſhall ſeparate them, euen as 4 
ſhepheard doth ſegregate the ſheepe from the geates, and ſhall place 
the ſheepe on bu right hande , Then ſpall the Ting ſaie vnto theſe 
which are on hu right hande : Come ee bleſſed of my Father, poſſeſe 
the kingdome prepared for yes, from the beginning of the worlde, 
cc. And to theſe which are on bis left hande, he ſhall ſaie: Depart 
from me pee accurſed, into euerlaſting fire, which u prepared for the 
Aiuell, and his angels : Becauſe theſe haue doone no deedes of 
charitie, but haue continually rebelled againſt God: but 
the other haue doone much better, becauſe by reaſon of 
their faith, they haue fulfilled all workes of mercies, & haue 
bin of one minde with God. 

In hich Sermon Chriſt doeth applie himſelfe to mans 
capacitie, and borroweth his ſimilitude from an vpright 
King and Iudge of this world, which doeth pronounce law- 
full ſentence, whether it be of abſolution, or condemnatio, 
according to our workes, be they good or bad, and by and 
by doeth execute the ſame, Likewiſe Paul doeth ſhewe the 
manner, how Chriſtin his laſt comming ſhall appeare to all 
the elect which euer were, or ſhalbe,in theſe wordes: ec e- 
nim volis dicimus in verbo Domini, quia nos qui viuimus, qui reſi- 


dui ſumus in aduentu Domini, non præmeniemus eis qui dirmierunt. 


Quoniam ipſe Dominus in iuſſi: & in voce archangeli, in tuba 
Dei deſcendet de cels, & mortui qui in Chriſto ſunt, reſurgent pri- 
mi. Deinde nos qui viuimus, ſimul rapie mur cum ills in nubibut, 
oburam Chriſte in are, &. ſic ſemper cum Domino erimus. That 
is, This we ſay vnto you in the word of the Tord, that we which liue, 
and are the remnant in the Lords comming shall not goe before them 
which ſleepe . Becauſe the Lorde him/elfe, In the commaundement 
and veyce Fan. Archangel,andin the trumpet of Ged,shal deſcend 
from heauen, and they which are dead in Chrift aball firſt ariſe. A 


terward we which dee line, hall together with them bee carried in 


the cleudes to meete Chriſt in the aire, and ſe chall bee with God for 
ever. Allo Faul teacheth that in a moment, in the twinck- 
ung of an eie, in the laſtſounde of the trumpet, the 2 
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ſhall riſe vncorrupt, and thoſe. which are — — vpon 
the ſodaine be chaunged to incorruption and immortali- 
tie. Iohn alſo ſeeth all the dead ſtanding betore the great Apoc. . 
and white throne in the ſight of God, and the Booke to bee 
opened, and the dead hy co judged out of that which was 
written, according to their worlees . And hee which was 
not founde written in the Booke of life, was cuſt into a bur- 
ning lake. But Sebyl Erithræa in her verſes called Achrofti- 
chides (which were read, as it ſeemeth, but not well vnder- 
ſtood of cicero ,)docth. notably depaint the laſt comming of cio 4; lait 
Chriſt, and deſtruction of the worlde Which verſes were 55.2. 
greatly oſteemed of che Fathers, as appeareth both out of 
Euſebius and Auguſtine. For out of theſe authors which Ee in vie 
were before the birth of Chriſt, as alſo in Varre, and in Vir- * 
Fils 4. Egleg. itis euident, that theſe Oracles were of great ca. ß. de cis 
antiquitie, in ſo much chat chey were edunted as diuine re- ae Dei. 
uelations: and therfore will we ioine thoſe Latine verſes vn- 
derneath, and the rather, becauſe in them nothing can bee 
found, which is diſſonant from the word of God . Acbroſfi- 
chian verſes are thoſe, hoſe firſt letter dependes one of the 
other. The letters in Greeke were theſe: el, ists, dr Vote, 
rp, rave. In Latine theſe: | 


Achroflich'an 
verſes n 


 Irsvs, CHktsrys; DBI Filivo, | 
rind gungen ENvx. 


The veeſas are theſe: 
I 200 2 gnam tellus ſudoribus edet, © |; 's 


E x4, polo veniet Rex temps in omne efuturw, 
s cilicet vt carnemomnem,vt rotum iudicet erbem, 
vy nde Deum fidi, diffidentifque videbunt, 
immum cum ſents in ſæcli fine ſedentem. 
C orporeorum ani mas homuium, quo iudicet olim 
n errebit totus cum denſis vepribus orbis. 
1 eycient & oper bemines, ſimul achrique cuncta, 
N * ure t que 


5 1 
r empera eo lignum, corms per amabile fidis, 


N ſweating ſhall the earth ſhewe foorth a ſigne of dreadful doome 
105 : 


Of the ſecond comming of Chris, 


R xuretque nis terras, cælimque, ſalumque,. 


1 ncendetaue fores anguſti carcers orci 
4 g que fi x dt 5 


anctorumque omni caro libera reddita lucem | 
T une repetet: ſemper eruciabit fammæ ſeeleftos, 


vy tue quis occult peccauerit, nia dicet : 
„ ublutẽ Deus reſeraint pectara clan ſa. 
Dente⸗ leben 


erebreſcent vndique luctau: 
t lux deſiciet, ſolemque,nitentiaque aſtra, 
1 nuoluet cœlos, & lune ſplendur abilit. 

F eſſas attollet, iuga deprimet, ardua mentes. 


1 mpedjerque nihil mortales ampliùs alem, | 


I i᷑ enge carina fretum non ſtindet: montibus arue 


1 pſa equabuntur : nam ful mine terrids tellus 
y ndaque & ſteci fontes,C- flumine htabunt. 
s idereiſque ſono trifti tuba clanget ab eris, 


8 tultorum facinus mæræns, mundi daloress. - 


A # chaos oitender,C> tartara, terra debiſcens, 
x ue ad ſolium ſiſtentur numinis omnes, 


V ndaque de calofluet ignea ſulphure mixte, 


A tque omnes homines figuum præſigne netabit 


o ppoſirus munde caſiu, ſed vita prorum - | | 
x efpergends lauans duodens fonte vocatos, 

C ompeſcetque pedo ferrata cuſpide gentes. 

R ex t ibi nunc uo ſtris deſcriptus in ordine ſumme 


y enſibus, hic noſter deus eft nofterque ſaluti 
c onditor æternus perpeſſus nomine mitro, 


IESVS CHRIST, THE SONNE 
OF GOD, THE SAVIOR, © 
AND CROSs 


Which verſes of Sibyl «re thus turned 
ante Engliſh, 


lies ſhall come a king, that cuermore ſhall tc igne, 


a comfortable diſcourſe. 

2 Othat all fleſh that king ſhall ĩudge, and all the world ſo wide. 

v nfaithfull with Fairhfull men, ſhall ſee God face to face, | 

s itting with his moſt glorious ſaintcs,when that the world ſhall ende, 

Comming to iudge the ſoules of men, when he ſhall ſee his time, 
K orribly ſhall the world be wich wilde briers ouergrowne, 
& eiect hall men their riches quite, and idols throwe away. 
x n burning ſhall the fire conſume the heauens, the — ſea, 
s o ſhall the wofull gates of lothſome hell be ſer on fire, 
r hat all the fleſh of righteous men being ſo ſet free to light © 
T hen may returne: eternall fire the wicked ſhall torment. 
K ow euer ſecrete are their ſinnes, he ſhall reueale them all 
ke ſhall he there declare the faults of men. and ſecretes all. 
S ore gnalhing there of teeth, and wailings ſhall ech where be heard: 
v nto the glittering ſunne and Starres, ſlrall light be quite denide: 
N ow ſhall the skies be foulded in, the Moones light ſhalbe loſt. 
O fvallies ſhall he raiſe the depthes, and mountaines lay full lowe. 
rom wandring wide, tlie ſalt ſea fome. ſhall hinder men no more, 
Great ſhips ne ſmall ſhall paſſe no more tlie ſea:the mountaines ſtee pe 
o nplaines ſhall leuell lie:for why,the carth with lightning parcht, 

d riedeepe ſhal gapewith heare,flauds ſllalbe dride, and ſountaines all. 
T hen ſhall the trumpe ſound out a noi ſe ſrem thick with carnfull rune, 
H eauilic wayling the miſdeedes of fooles,and worlds griefe. 

z arthand hel gaping then beneath, ſhal great confuſion ſhew, 
$ rates and all kings thal then appeare, before Gods judgement ſeate, 
4 nddowne from heauen ſhal falla ſtreame, of brimſtone mixt with fire, 

v x ntoall men a famdus ſigne, whereby they may.beknowne, |, 

1 n thoſe daĩes ſhalbe giuen, by the wood;atrumpe moſt de ere, 

o fall the faichfull much eſteemde but to the worlds eſtate, 

x epoſing truſt in earthlie things. a cauſe of great offence. 

At that time like wiſe ſhal ſuch men, as liued a gudlic life, 

x o longer welter in their filth, but clad to purer ſtate, | 

p reneſit deepe ſhal fullie clenſed be in twelue cleere running ſtreames. 

Controll he ſhal the nations force, with his ſtrong ſteeled ſtaffe: 

x cciting now our ling in verſe, whom here we haue ſet ſootth. 

o f God our Lord this is his name, the worker of our wealth, 

s tabliſher of all the wide world, who ſuffered for our health. 


42 


Now I hope theſe teſtimonies alleadged, may ſuffice to 
prooue vnto vs, the manner of the comming of the ſonne of 
God, and of the worlds onerthrowe. For it is not for man 
to ſpeake more of the ſame, than hee hath learned out of 
holie Scripture, Yet ſomewhat longer will wee ſtaye in 
deſcribing the greatneſſe of the happie life of the godly,and 
paincs of the vngodlie: and yer no further will we * 

2 


Of the ſecond comming of Chrift, 
the holie Scripture doeth leade vs to conſider. Certaine it 
is, and without all controuerſie, that nothing can be imagi- 
ned of greater happines, and better eſtate, than is God the 
eee. chiefeſt good: and that that felicitic which is in God, isas 
Te Ife. great and vnſearchable, as is his omnipotencie, by which he 

| created both heauen and earth of nothing, by his worde a- 
lone. And therefore it followeth, that thoſe which are of 

one minde in leſus Chriſt with God, ſhalbe alſo partakers 

of thoſe goods which are in God and as beloued childrẽ in 

Chriſt, heires of all their Fathers riches, which are infinite & 
incomprehenſible, And therefore Paul ſaith out of Eſaie: 
That the eye hath not ſeene, nor the eare heard, neither bath it en- 

1. Cor. 2. tred into the heart of man, what God hath prepared for ſuch as leue 
fim. But thoſe celeſtiall and inuiſible, are not ſo apparent, & 
ſhine before our eyes as earthly and viſible things, to which 
we are too too greatly addicted: and therefore the holie 
Ghoſt by Iohn, in the reuelation, helping the weakeneſſe of 

Apocal ar. our iudgement, doeth liken the kingdome of God to a cer- 
taine great and large Citie, which hee doeth call the holie 
Hieruſalem, whoſe gates are of precious ſtones and whoſe 
walles and ſtreates are of pure golde, thã the which nothing 
is more excellent in the ſight of men. And he doeth alſo 
call that Citie, (of the which all the elect ſhall bee perpetu- 
all Citizens) Tabernaculum Dei cum bommibur, & habitalit 
cum ei, ipſi populi eius erunt, & ipſe Deus cum eis erit: The 
Tabernacle of God with men, and he [hall dwell with them, and 
they ſhall bee hu people, and he will be their Gd. Finallie that 
there is the fulneſſe of all felicitie, where G OD ixall in 
all, in which place wee ſhall knowe him perfectlie, euen as 
he is. And therefore true is that voice, which Iohn in his 
Reuelation hearde from heaven : Beats mertui, qui ia Do- 
mins moriuntur: Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lorde: 
Or, thoſe are bleſſed, which the Loyd at bis comming ſhall finde vi- 
gilaut, wiſe, and (ober. ' +4 INH Non 
ne dle rear. Nowe, if nothing be more happie (as indeede nothing 
6. Gt ds] than to enioy the fight of the euerliuing God, and to be 
| - 


— 
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inheritours of eternall life: certainly by a contrarie, nothing anger «nd the | 
can be imagined more wretched and miſerable, than with f Hell 
diuels to be caſt for euer out of the ſight of God, into eter- 
nall cormentes and paines of hell, atwhoſe verie remem- 
brance, the diuell himſelfe in an hornblerage doeth quake 
and tremble , For ſith God is altogether infinite, and his 
juſtice incomprehenſible, and ſinnes be cleane contrarie to 
his vnſpeakable iuſtice, it muſt needes follow, that they al- 
ſo muſt be puniſhed with eternall paines. And that this is 
true, our heauenlie Father ſneweth moſt plainlie in his one: 
lie begotten Sonne, which for our ſake he ſent into the fleſh, 
that he might take ypon him the forme of a ſeruant, & ſuf- 
fer death for our offences. For the iuſtice of God, for our 
ſinnes in our fleſh, did exact ſufficient ſatisfaction: and his 
diuine pitie, an infinite mercie towards all the elect. And 
therefore the Sonne of God, of one ſubſtaunce with his e- 
ternall Father, and cleareneſſe of his glorie, was almoſt com- 
pelled to ſubiect himſelfe vnder him, that ſo he might paci- 
fie Gods anger, & publiſh his vnſpea cable mercie towards 
all mankinde: eſpeciallie towardes all rhem which woulde 
with a liuelie faith take holde of, and imbrace him. Nowe 
that the minde of man might conceiue the greatneſſe of 
Gods high diſpleaſure againſt our ſinnes, the holie Scrip- 
ture fetching ſimilitudes from ſenſible things, doth liuelie 
ſet the ſame before our cies : that ſo if our fleſhie and flexi- 
ble hearts giue anie credite to the manifeſt worde of God, 
and bee not hardened like ſtones, wee might conceiue the 
greatneſſe of the ſame. For Chriſt doth compare that eter- Matth. 2g. 
nall caſting out of his fauour, to a verie darke priſon, to e- Luke,t3. 

uerlaſting fire and vnquenchable, to extreme horrour, with Matth. 13. 
perpetuall gnaſhing of teeth. Jahn in his Reuelation ſaith, Apo 20. 21. 25 
that the vngodlie ſhall bee throwen into a fierie lake full of 
brimſtone, in which they ſhall be continuallie for euer tor- 
mented : than the which mans minde can thinke nothing 
more horrible, more intollerable. Al which Sihl in her o- 
racles cõprehended in theſe verſes tranſlated out of Greek. 

N 3 Nec 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
* Nee erit modus vll eorum 
Ploratus, neque voæ triſtes diſtincta querel as 
Dinerſas referet: verum ſub — 
Tartarea nigra, laniante dolore, prefundum 
clamorem tollent : atque in regione profane 

Ter tantum ſoluent, quantum fecere malorum, 

Ig ne confetti multos rum dentilus omnes 
Stridentes, atri tabeſcent, vique, ſitique 
optandum mort dicent, fugientque vocantet. 

Non iam mortis enim requiem, non noctis habebunt 
Multa quidem fruſtra ſupremi numina patris 


Orabunt : ſed eos tunc auertetur aperte, 


Ne ſhall their wofull cries haue end, | 
Noryet their earnefull plaints abroad diſtincted voyces ſend: 
But weltering ſtill in darkeneſſe deepe, in hell which ſtill doth raigne, & 
Sal lift their clamour from the depth, when they are pincht with paine, 
And in that wicked region ſhall futter ſmart, and ſuch | 
As equall ſhal be to their wicked deedes, and twice ſo much, 
Tormented {till in hugie flames of fire, then ſhall they firſt 
Wich gnathing teeth quite pine awaie in paine,and parching thirſt, 
Then {hall they wiſh for death, and while they call;flee faſt affright. 
Thus ſhall they neuer reſt from dolefull death, and noiſome night. 
And often to the Father high ſhall call, and ſue for grace, 
But all in vaine: for from their cries he ſhall turne backe his face. 


/ 


DO Othatblindneſſe of mans mind, & that mad doubting 
of theſe diuine promiſes of eternal lite ! O that hardened & 
flintie hart of ours, which is not mooued, no not with theſe 
horrible threats of Gods heauie diſpleaſure, but continuing 
ſecurelie in al impiecie, neuer asked pards for ſuch wilful of- 
fending, & amẽdeth euen as though the Scripture were but 
lies and theſe diuine oracles, proph ne fablesl For by thoſe 
things which haue come to paſſe, & by true demõſtratiõ of 
Gods holy ſpirit, it is apparant, that nothing is more cer- 
tain, thã that the end of al things hãgeth on our ſhoulders. 
Truelie great is the force of ſinne, and maruellous is the 
rage of Satan in theſe latter daies, he endcuourcth by all 
meanes 
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means e he can; to bring the whole world into 
a deſperate ſecuritie of life, that ſo he may haue many parta- 
kers of his torments in hell, ſrom which there is no redemp- 
tiõ. But how much better had it bin, we had either neuer bin 
borne, or at the leaſt bin void of reaſon, with beaſts and ſer- 
pents, or elſe bin diſpatched as ſoone as we were borne, if ei- 
ther we enioy not that place, for which wee were created, or 
come not to celeſtial Paradiſe, & to 7 mariage of our Spouſe, 
our Lord and Sauiour Ieſus Chriſt, where ſhall be the full a- 
bundance of all delights, and perfection of all pleaſure? 
Wherefore, let vs caſt from vs, both our careleſſe ſecuritie, 
and miſtruſt of the promiſes of God: let vs renounce the di- 
uell, & all the works of the fleſh, which are not ſufferable by 
the word of God, & let ys liſten to the friendlie admonition 
of our Sauiour Chriſt, warning us in theſe words: Tale heede, 11. 21. 
leſt at any time your mind: be ouerladen with ſurfetting and drun- 
kennes , and cares of this life, and ſo the ſodaine day of the Lorde 
tale you vnwares : for euen 45 4 ſnare it ſbal! come vpen all which 
itte vpon the face of the earth, Be yee watchfull therefure at all 
time:: (and as Matthew addeth) Zecauſe yer kno not the haure Matth. ay, 
in which your Lorde will come : praying , that yee may eſcape all 
theſe thinges which are to came, and may ftande before the Soune of 
man. For if the coming of theeues & ſtealers of our earthlie 
goods be to be feared, with how great diligence and watch- 
fulnes, ſhould we ſelce to eſcape thoſe enimies, which would 
ſpoile vs of our eternal riches, & kingdome of heauen? Here 
we vſe great heed & wiſedome to preſerue our mortall bo- 
dies from hurt & daunger: but to ſaue our ſoules which are 
immortall frõ eternal paines in hell, we are altogether care- 
leſſe & nothing circũſpect . And yet more would it beſeeme 
the children of light to be more carefull in ſceking and kee- 
ping thoſe things which are celeſtiall, than are worldlings 
painfull in enriching thẽſelues with ſuch things as they are 
neither ſure to enioy while they are aliue, nor can aſſure the 
of any ioy when they are dead. Vea let vs thinke & perſwade 
our ſelues, that in the ſight of God it is not but 


An exhortation 
#0 waztchfulneſſe, 


Of the ſecond comm: ngof Chriſt, 


abhominable, of the elect or choſẽ le of God, which 
ſhould bee wiſe and circumſpect, walt in uchts care bo ſurpaſ- 
ſed of wicked worldlings: & the more highlle we diſpleaſe 
our God, by how much the thinges which wee ſo little e⸗ 
ſteeme, are more excellent than that which they ſo hunt af. 
ter, betweene which (ſo ſurpaſsing is the treaſure prepared 
for the godlie) there is no compariſon. This exhortation 
though it pertaine to all men at all times, yet now eſpecially 
in theſe dangerous daies, in which cuery where we ſee ſo ma- 
nie by ſodaine and ſtraunge death to bee taken out of this 
mat and becauſe euery man ſhal die (though the certaine 
houre and day none doeth know) and ſhall either wofullie 
be ſent among the diuels into hell, or ioyfullie bereceined 
into the felowſhip of the faithful into heauen. 
Wherefore, ſith the ſpirite in the faithfull is willing, but 
the fleſh very weake and blinde in heauenly things, we are 


to beſeech our heauenlie Father in continual praters,that by 


his holie ſpirite he would dailie more and more encreaſe & 
ſtrengthen our weake and feeble faith. And therefore wee 
heartilie deſire thee, O eternal father, that thou wilt not vt- 

terlie breake vs, though we bow not as we ſhoulde, neither 
deale with iuſtice, though we do not our dueties, according 
to thy wil: but keep vs good God in thy welbeloued ſonne, 
illuminate our mindes with thy holy ſpirite, by which wee 
may be prepared to all good workes, in the holineſſe, and 
newneſſe of life : that ſo with Par wee may deſire to leaue 
this world, and to be with Chriſt, and ſo in the comming 
of the Lord, being found readie with oyle in our lampes, & 
adorned with our wedding garmentes, wee may finde en- 
trance to the Lords mariage, which thou for thy Sonne, & 
his beloued ſpouſe the Church, haſt prepared, and appoin- 
ted from the beginning of the worlde Io thee therefore, 
O heauenly Father, to thy onely begotten Sonne, & to the 
holie Ghoſt our comforter, be all praiſe, honor, and glorie, 
for euer and euer, Amen, 


Cebrtaine 
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Ertaine verſes of one Sibyl a Prophetis among the 

Heathen, liuely depainting, and confirming brief 
. 


Happie folke, whom God ſhal finde at his returne awake, 

it toucheth all to looke about, and drouſie ſleepe forſake. 

For timelie in the morne, or late at night, or in che noone, 
H'ill come, Ik now full well, H ill come, though none can tell how ſoone, 
When ſlouthfull men ſhall ſoundlie ſleepe, at noonẽ as in — 
The ſtarres of heauen from euerie coaſt, will ſhew themſelues full bright: 
The yeeres approching to an end, with torches twaine alſo. . 
Then from the cloudes,in heauenly couch, the Thesbite eke will goe 
Into the earth, and ſhow to all the world the threefold | 
Of their deſtruction. Wo be to them whom that day 
Wich child to be, or with their milke to nouriſh infants yong, - 
Or which do dwell, and reſt themſelues by waterſides along. 
Wo be to them which ſee that daie. For all the world about, 
From Eaſt, to Weſt, from South to North and euerie where throughout, 
Shall darknes be, no light ar all. Then flaming flouds from skie 5 
Shall flaſhing come in furious wiſe, and euerie place deſtrie. 
The earth, and Ocean huge, and Pontus purpled ponds and lakes, 
All ſprings, and riuers ſwitt, and cruell Phico, he which takes 
All chings, and pitties none: the heaueus aboue, their lights and all 
Muſt needes conſume for aie, their forme being loſt i For downe muſt fall 
The ſtars — from skie. And mortall man ſhall gnaſh his teeth, 
When boiling flouds, and flaming fire, and brimſtones heate he ſeeth, 
And all things to be hid with aſhes pale, on burning ground. . 
The elments all, farre out of courſe. at that time ſhalbe found, 
The earth. the ar. the pole, che ſea, the light, the night and daie, 
The birdes then ſhall not with their wings cut skies and flic awaie: 
Nor then as once in ſaltie ſeas, ſhall ſcaled fiſhes skip, 
Nor through the ſtreame with lading fraight ſhall paſſe the gallant ſhip, 
Nor men ſhall ſet their oxen then to plough the fallow ground, 
Nor woods then beaten with the winde ſhall yeeld a whiſtling ſound: 
Into one heape ſhall-all things then be blowne, And thenEkar, 
Eromiel, Vriel, Samiel, and Azael which are ; 
The Angels good of the immortall God, and know the thing, 
That euerie man hath done, ſhall raiſe all ſoules, and alſo bring | 
Them to the dreadfull ſeate of mightie euerlaſting God, 
There indged for to be. For he which made all things alone, 
And onely, he omnipotent dork ſtill continue one, 
And iuſtly he toĩudge mankind, in iudgement will fie, 


of the ſecond comming of Chrift,e5c. 


And chen will he to bodies dead gi ue life. and alſo it, 


Which lacked breath. ſhall ſprite Ages ſpeach, which could not ſſ peabes 


The fides fhall haue both fethand bone which feeble were and white, 
And former ſttength, and veines, and skin. and heate which firſt they had: 
So earthly bodies 2 and wich their mempers clad, 
One day mal raiſe to life agae. 

And. little after, 


And then the Lord of Sabboth, he vhich makes the thundring Er 
Shall quite cut off the deſtinies, and raiſe thę dead from ground. 
And fitting in his ſtately chrone, ſhall place a piller great, 

To which with Angels Chriſt will come: and he ſhall. make his ſcate 
On che nghe hand ofthatſame throne: the liues of all to iudge, 
Both honeſt and vngodlic men. And then will thither trudge 
That auncient friend of God almight, Moſcs,with fleſh new clad, 

And Abraham the great will thither come and chat full glad: 

And Iſaac, lacob, Daaiel, Elias, and Iaſus,' '. 

Ambacom, lonas, and the reſt, which thoſe idolarrous 

And wicked Hebrues diddeftroie. Then ſitting ſo he ſhall 

Straite ſentence giue tom iudge mont ſi — ſo condemneeuen all 
Which after Erem wete,perriiciqus lewes to haue the priſe, 
According to their workes: and fur their naughtie life likewiſe, 

To lue, and rue the paines. The wicked fo in ſtre ames of fire. 
Which neuer will be quencht, ſhall plunged bee(ſuch is their hire.) 


' - The rigbteòus aic inioreng reſt, the wicked ſtill ſhall mourne, 


And wail We foule and filthic a fg} they haue doone beforne. | 
:Andbyaxd by, 


But thoſe which wel haue doone, 5 hude vpright with conſcience pure, 


Whoſe chiefe delight was godlines, and therein did endure: 
The Angels they — ſuch men by boiling ſtre ames to light, 
And giue — Wn 4 quiet ſtate and place them im the ſight 
Of mighitie and 3 OI — A milke and honie flowes, . .- - 
And wine from fountaines there: and voluntarily there growes, 
From ground all kind of fruite in heapes there needs no hedge nor Arche 
They vſe one fare, and eate one foode, there euery man is rich. 
No poore man there, nor caitife churie, nor eruel tyrant one, 
No ſeruant vile, no maſter proude, ſupetior there is none: 
No glorious King may there be found, nor captaine hraue and Hout, 
The ſtate is one, all men are like, of all the Saintes throughout. 
And no man there can waile the night, or ſaie the daic is 
Nor wiſh for light againc : nor time is there, nor cares which waſt 
And weare the life of man. No ſummer hot, nor winter colde, 
No ſpring, nor withering time: nothing can there be bought or ſolde. 
No marrieng there, no murthering men, no birth, nor burie ng daie, 
Their ſtate is ſuch, God hath decreed they ſhall remaine for ae. 
| Prayſed be God. . 
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mat Rogers,Scheltco d eueren wiſbety 
8 ſaluation in Chriſt. . 


E | Fg; T your letters 1 ceiue, belowed in the Lorde, that 
8 IV eu through my booke, which 1 did publiſh in Latine 
© fer the benefit of the learned, and you did Engliſh 
r the profite of your zealous Countriemen(ignorant 
Cx) ;n the Latine tongue) haue conteiued a better opinion 
PF me and my knowledge, than either I doe leoke for, or in derde i rev 
quifite, For I ſee ns ſuch gifts in my ſelfe, as you ſriendly doe aſcriłe 
vnto me, and I doe exceedingly wiſh. I could in deed ( H inthe ſetting 
Foorth ef that worbe, I had followed the counſel of Horace, ho come 
mendeth rather « differring than a reſh doing of things) 1 could, [ 
ſay haue written the ſame more plainely, coptonſlie — rderly,then 
I aid: but it was with me as with theſe, which hauing found a geed- 
iy end precious thing cannot without imparting the ſame to others, 
long keepe it ſecret , that ſo tegether they may entoy the ſame , and 
revoice , For many things are in this bogke , which ſure I am, / neuer 
read. and as certaine, I neuer heard of any . And therefore s euerie 
man comments his owne, ſo in mine opinion, for the inuention, mine 
were commendable. Thence it was that thoſe thin es, which particu- 
larlie I had pondered tn my minde , and gathered confuſedly in the 
Pace of three monerhs,1 could not chooſe, generallie, for the commo- 
ditie of all Chriftians , eſpecially for the comfort of our Chur h, then 
Viſiced with the plague,but publiſh and ſet in print. But ſeeing that 
manie learned and N ealows men do allow the worke and) ouſelike it, 
that you both laue mee, as I lnow, therefore: and haue drawen i in- 
te Engliſh , for «more generall commoditie: I am ſo farre from re- 
penting my publiſſꝶ ing thereef, that I greatly reioite and praiſe G od 
bergige, mich by the mouth of babes and pong ones, ſometnne wilt 
haue hu glorie to beſet forth, . 
There bee which reieſt that ſateng of Elias, concerning the fixe 
thouſand yeeres if the worldes continuance: and ey, becauſe I 
baut vſeih:: wordes for an argument, although not the principal, 


dee not [o greatly therefore account of my beste. theſe wort haue 
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An Epiftle of the Author 
made mee the more deepely and throughly to conſider of this matter: 
in ſtudie whereef , many diuine and celefliall copitations came inte 
my minde which as] haue vttered to ſome godly and learned men in 
familiar talke(who exceedingly doe lil them) ſo I cannot chooſe but 
#mpart them te you , being mine aſſured friende, both to confirme our 
Fiendſbip, and to encreaſe our faith about the eternall prourdence of 
 Almightie Cod. And that wa it, which made me, when we were to- 
gether,to demaund when you would returne , and fince your depar- 
ture to wiſh the ſame . But for that I ſee, uhich I am ſorrie to heare, 
Ey your letter: , that you bee out of all hope te returne Emden 
inte England, I will nor lette to vnfelde that by writing, 
which by wordes I was minded to haue vttered, if wee might 
baue mette, that is, 4s 1 may ſor my buſineſſes to confirme the wordes 
of Elias, ! wil alleadge ſuch proefe , 4s were not his to be reade, get 
that which I bring foorth, it ſhalbe euident, that this his epinion 
of the ſize bean, ere of the world, is not onelie auncient, but al- 
fo credible, confirmed by the teftimonie of Scripture, and comprehen- 
ded in the wordes of the ereation myſticallie, obſernrng the true ſenſe 
of the wordes, 1 1 | 
For if you diligently conſider & cal into minde the werkes which 
God did in euerie of thoſe daies, and compare them orderly with ſuch 
things as haue hapned in the ſixe thouſand yeeres of the worlde , you 
Jhal eaſily perceiue great myteries to lie ynder thoſe wordes , and to 
be propheſies of thinges done from the beginning of the worlde, vntill 
the conſummation of the ſame , as alſa manie Pirie of the old Tefta- 
ment are types,and figures of things te come.So that we may wel ſay, 
that the Lord God(n 1th whom no time is to come, c al things which 
ſhould be, were vndoubtedlie in the creation of time preſent,C7 afore 
by cies) would forthwith that the beginning of all things ſhould be 
the ſignifieng of ſome thing, that ſo the beginning, midale, and end, 
anſwearing to the firſt ſine and laſt , and the freming of the world 


ſhould meete together in one, and breake off, s if the) were but one, 
And that theſe things are ſe,I mind(by « compariſonof things done 
enerie theuſand yeere in the Church, with the workes in enery day of 
the worldes creation) briefly to ſhewe in this Epiſtle for at large I 
cannot, being let by other buſineſſe at ibi time. 


Among 


to maſter Tho.Rogers, 27 
Among other things ſtraighe after the beginnimg(/aith Moſes) = 
The earth was voide, &c. This you ſee deeth weonderfullie an- 
fwere vnto the fate of Adam, and his poſteritie , which by the brea- 
| king and diſobeying the commaundements of God became earthlie, 
deftitute of al goodueſſe, and in darkeneffe for want of his grace, Not- 
withſtanding through bus weonderfull mercie,God by the promiſe of © 
the ſcede of the womi to come, which was Chriſt , created a new light 
in Adam, and ſeparated the children of light in the poſteritie of 
Seth, from the chuldren of darkenes in the pregenie of Cain, Theſe 
things were done in the firft thouſand yeeres after the manner of the 
creation ofthe firſt day when light was made, and darkeneſſe ſeparas 
rated from the ſame, e. 8 
In the ſecond thouſand the floud came, and all the earth was co- 
wered with water : ſe that the worke of the ſecond dq, hen G o D 
parted the waters aſunder, is net vulike the time, when God, after 
the floud, in the ſecond thouſand yeres of the world,rencked the wa- 
ters from the earth, For where a diuiſſon is made, there was a confu- 
fron firft . In the ſecond millenarie there was « confuſon,firft of ma- 
trimonie betweene the ſonnes of God, the Church: and the daughters 
of m:n,the Heathen : Secondly of elements, by the floud:Thirdhe, of 
tongues, at the deſtruction of Babylon. of theſe confuſiuns after- 
ward 4 —_— was made, as was the element of water, from the wa- 
ter aboue the firmament, in the ſecond day of the creation, For Noe 
and his familie being then the Church, were ſeparated from the wie- 
ked world: and for the confuſion of tongues, a diuiſion of nations was 
made. | 
But as the thirde day, God ſeparated the waters, and the earth, 
and made the earth to bring forth greene hearbes and ſeede: ſo libe- 
w/e in the third millenarie of the world, by the viſible nes of the 
ſacred couenant made with Abraham, and many yeeres after by the 
ſolemne publiſhing of kis commaundementes in Mount Sinai, the 
Lord God made «ſeparation of wauering, troubleſome,and yngodlie 
me as it were of waters & drie ground from the eartb, fruiteful c 
reene with hearbes and Feeds at is from the Tewes the thiſen and 
Jolic people of God, which he(as the ſacred Seriptures die witneſſe) 
in theſe dayes before all Nations had maruclleuſlie adourned and 
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en Epiftleof the Author © | 
Bleſſed with manie g. alie Patriarches, Prophets, Priefies,Captaines 
and Ningi with Dauid and Salomon,that ſo they might aboue al 
people flonriſh in well doing, o night be as « tree of life planted ty 


the ſprings of water whoſe fruite is ripe in due ſeaſon, 


Kut at length in the fourth day the Lord made two great lights, 
fo wit The Sunne and Moone . And fo likewiſe in he ende of the 
fourrh mullenarie ur thouſand yeere, our moſt mercifull father cau- 
ſed the Senne of righteouſneſſe which was leſus Chriſt the onely be- 
gotten Sonune of God, the true ſonne of our iuſtificatiõ, c the brighte 
nefie of the Father te appeare, which by his eternall and euerlefiing 
7770 and the clearenes if the flarres if heauen, which are his. Apo- 
files and Doctors of the church, cauſed the Moone, that is, the church 
to ſhine in the night, that in, to the C entiles fitting in dar leneſſe. 
Here more would be ſaid, hich I paſſe ouer in filence,becauſe I muſt 
be ſport, leauing them to your priuate conſpderation. 

- "That the Lorde God the 75 day did create ſundrie and diuers 
kindes Hliuing creatures, i feules, and fiſhes in the rag ing ſea, and 
atr, that verie aptly agreerb with the fit millenarie of this trouble- 

ſome world, which is compared by rbe Prophets,and in the Renelation 
ro the ſea. For in that were manie Dragontſh authorities, riſing from 
the Sea dike monſtruous ard greedie e. the perſecuting & de- 
ouring of good ſi hes, which are the true ſeruants of Cod. Likewiſe 
in the aer were many foules, that is filthie herefies;ſeeming threugl 
pretence of holineſſe to flie & it were into heauen Fiuallie, at length 
that king of Locuſtes, that damned ſonne with his horrible crue of 
Locuſtes aſcended out of hel, and ol ſcured the ſunne of righreouſe 
neſſe which # Chriſt, or hu Goſpel, BEE 

Finallie alſo the creation of the ſext day doeth netablie anſwere 


in «ſpiritual ſence to the ſixt millenary of the world, For as the Lord 


God the ſixt day creared all the beafts of the earth, according to their 
kinde': ſo in thefixt thauſand yeere, what by the diueliſb tradztions 
of the Turke,and the pryſoned errors of the Pope, the wi.oleworld bes 
came wilde e beaſtlie, ignorant without knonledge,cs ſauage with- 
out vnderflanaing . Bur hauing created the beaſles of the earth, at 
length man was created after the mage of God, appoint ed lor d oner 
all leaſtes, ex-madepoſſeſor Paradiſe. do likewiſe, through _ 2 

| | pes * 


* 


ta maſter Tho. Rogers. „ 48 
pes kable mereie in the middle of the fixt millenarie, God made men 
being beafily reaſonable; being fooliſ and ſuperſfitious, wiſe & Jea- 
lons:and ſe made them Lords ouer the beaſtes of the earth. Fer ho de- 
Iruered the world from the berbarouſneſſe which it was in: he beſtowe 
ed vpon man a plentifull non ledge of all ſciences ani tongues : and 
which more is, afore the euening, at which time bis Sonne [hal return 
to iud gement, he hath expelled vtterlie the greſſe darbeneſſe of the 
Popes Religion, and hath inflamed in man — true light of bu euer- 
laſting trueth, that that moge of God, ly the faith in Chriſt, here in 
this world reſtored, may at the ligth be made perfect in heaue, where 
al the faithful as it u ere maſters of al things, ſual with Chrift the 
Lord enieꝝ the euerlaſting pleaſure of celefliall Paradiſe. And that 
ſhal be ore the enilight of the Sunday, which is called the Lordes 
daytfor when. the Sonne of righteouſneſſe in the day of tudgement 
ſrall appeare, the godlie ſhalbe rayſed to the celebration of that eter- 
nall Sabbath but the wicked by the haxrible ſentence of their terrible, 
Judge, at it were by « firie and glittering ſnord,ſhal by force be ex- 

pe led from the fruition of paradiſe, = becauſe,through the in- 
flint of Satan, contrarie to the commaundements of almightie God, 
they would wilfullie eate of the tree of knowledge of good and enil, © 
and baur refuſed the tree of bife , which is leſus Chriſt , the taſte of 
hom is eternal life. How true this is, you may eaſilie perceiue, if 
you cenſider ham infinite the number is, wl ich are vainlj profound in 
prophane knowledge,and how fewe there are which wholte addifte 
themſelurs to the indie of Chriſliauitie, hich eſpeciallis confiteth 
is the loue of Gudand aur nerghbers.. | 
So that to conclude, by thoſe things which 1 have briefly ſaid, and 
would at large haue vitered had not my buſines at this timebeen the 
greter you may perceiue, that. the myſteries of things to come contai- 
ved literallie vnder the verie words of the creation, are no leſſe, than 
are thoſe comprehended n the ether ftortes F the olde Teſtament, 
which are ſhadowes of Chrift And we alſe ſee, that all the 2 
of Chrift,of his king dome, and of the Empires and exiernall gouern- 
ments are efigured vnder outward things, that the whole world, / 
what els 2 is and may be external, is onely a thing accident, and 
fEvifieth the ſubſtance of ſome things in deed or ſpiritual opera _ 
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e Epiſtle of the Author, esr. 
FRE: 4 Io. nerceuer „that he lietle profireth by reading the Scripttires a 
MM which Iroketh onely vpon the letter: and pet [am not of opinton,that. 
FF - - allthings are te le expeundedwythicaltie: for ſometime to confirme 
fome principal poynt of Chriſtian religion , an interpretation muſi 
be made. according to the true ſence of the wordes without. Allego« 
riet: and yet are mauie things of that nature that ne way they can 
be vndeyſteode wirhhout applications figures, and nytical ſpeaking. 
Theſe things Jetauſe I cannot haue © iS baue th 
Ceed ro communicate with you by wryting, which I beſeech you ar. 
cept in goed part. Me thinkes by your letters that you are perſwaded 
Tate publiſhed ſome other bookes, whithis net ſo. But 1 haue confer- 
d with divers godlie men about theſe and other matters , which 1 
beve theught von, end rhry have earnefly gone about te profeade 
me te put them foorth in print. Bur my profeſiron being the Ciuill 
lawe, my buſineſſe preat,and the doing of chem: as they ſtould requy- 
5 reth lon; time, great leaſure,and much ffudit I cannot ſatisfie their 
13 deſires, for I cannot doe a5 1 would. Tet I haue not long ſince publis 
R | ſhed en ues about the twefold linde of particular iuſtite, 
8 te be diſpure, vpon in the open afſemblie of pres s with vs, which 
Mz d:ſputatrons being then hindered through the examination of yeung 
=”: Diuines, was deferred along while, of which you ſhall recerue « copie 
er o with theſe letiers, Accept them 1 pray peut andbeare with 
y rude writing. Ford enſure you; I bad uo leyſure to write my 
 tetters apaine, Aud fo fare you heartslie wel, deare 
s n you not but at I wel perceiue you _ 
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